THE  AMERICAN 


LEGION 


MAGAZINE 


SEE    PAGE  20 

LET'S  HAVE 
THE   TRUTH  ! 

BY    NATIONAL  COMMANDER 

SEABORN    P.  COLLINS 

SEE    PAGE  16 

1955  CAN  BE  BETTER 


JA1NUARY  1955 


THE  BEER  THAT  MADE  MILWAUKEE  FAMOUS 


©  1955 — Jos.  Schlitz  Brewing  Company,  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Los  Angeles.  Calif 


WHAT  A  POWERFUL  DIFFERENCE 
v  THIS  HIGH-OCTANE  GASOLINE  MAKES 


Like  a  roan  from  Missouri,  he  had  to  be  shown. 
Now  he  knows  the  powerful  difference  high- 
octane  "Ethyl"  gasoline  can  make  in  a  car's 
performance.  That's  because  only  a  high-octane 
gasoline  can  meet  the  demands  of  today's 
modern  engines.  It  burns  smoothly— evenly  — 
powerfully— under  the  high-compression  pres- 
sures of  these  engines. 

So  always  make  sure  you  get  a  high-octane 
gasoline.  Look  for  the  "Ethyl"  emblem  on  the 
pump.  You'll  enjoy  the  powerful  difference! 
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DO  YOU  HEW 

$40.00 

IS  YOURS 

for  selling  only  50  boxes  of 
our  300  greeting  card 
line.  And  this  can  be  done 
in  a  single  day.  Free  samples. 
Other  boxes  on  approval. 
Mail  coupon  below  today. 


It  costs  you  nothing  to  try.  | 


Last  year  some  folks  made  $250 — 
$500— $1,000  and  more  this  very  way. 
Church  groups  and  organizations  can 
do  this,  too.  No  experience  necessary. 


BEST  WISHES 
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ASSORTMENT 

21    luxurious  cards — 
including  9<>ld  bronzing, 
dainty  hand  finishing, 
matching  pastel  envelopes 


LOTS   OF  LAFFS 
HUMOROUS  EVERYDAY 
ASSORTMENT 

Novel  animated  cards — 
ncludmg    original  cut-outs. 

3  dimensional  pop-out 
features,  bell  attachments 
and   36"   novelty  card 
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STATIONERY  ENSEMBLE 

Embossed  floral    des ign, 
with  gold  bronzing, 
dainty  scalloped  borders— 
r  ibbon-tied 
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DELUXE  EVERYOAY 
GIFT  WRAPPING 
ENSEMBLE 

20  large  multi-color 
20"  x  30"  sheets  in  a 
fascinating    variety  of 
designs — plus  matching 
seals  and  gift  tags 


SAMPLES 
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■  ■Mail  This  Free  Trial  Coupon  Todays j 
CHEERFUL  CARD  CO.  | 

Dept.  10  6,   White  Plains,  N.  Y. 
Please  rush   free   samples,  other  boxes  on 
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your  easy  money-making  plan. 
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Smoke  longer  and  finer  and  milder  PALL  MALL 

For  those  pleasant  moments — take  it  easy — reward  yourself  with  the  smooth 
smoking  of  a  freshly-lit  PALL  MALL.  Fine  tobacco  is  its  own  best  filter, 
and  PALL  MALL's  greater  length  of  traditionally  fine,  mellow  tobaccos 
travels  the  smoke  further — filters  the  smoke  and  makes  it  mild. 

You  get  more  than  greater  length.  PALL  MALL  pays  you  a  rich 
reward  in  smoking  pleasure —  an  extra  measure  of  cigarette  goodness.  No 
finer  tobacco  has  ever  been  grown —  f 
and  here  it  is  blended  to  a  C,^*.—^^,*^^^^ 

flavor  peak — distinctively   

PALL  MALL.  It's  YOUR  I 

cigarette — every  puff  richly-  ^wwwbw^^ 

flavorful,  fragrant — and  always  so  pleasingly  mild. 

Choose  well  —  Smoke  PALL  MALL.  Relax.  Take  it  easy.  Smoke 
PALL  MALL.  Cooler,  sweeter,  milder  PALL  MALL  gives  you  a  smooth- 
ness, mildness  and  satisfaction  no  other  cigarette  can  offer  you. 

Reward  yourself!  Get  fresh,  new  smoking  satisfaction.  Buy  PALL  MALL 
in  the  distinguished  red  package  today. 

The  finest  quality  money  can  buy 


OUTSTANDING 


i.  product  op  t/^jt  JifnwvCt&t%  t/t?£a,£i 


..AND  THE 


Norman  Rockwell, 

famous  cover  artist,  says: 

f  k\ 

"WE'RE  LOOKING 
FOR  PEOPLE 
WHO  LIKE  TO  DRAW!" 

If  you  have  art  talent,  you  can  be 
trained  for  success  and  security.  Find 
out  with  our  Famous  Artists  Talent 
Test.  Thousands  have  paid  $1  for  this 
test,  but  it  is  yours  free  if  you  act  at 
once.  Mail  coupon  now! 

FREE  ART  TALENT  TEST! 

Norman  Rockwell  Al  Parker 

-  „,»i»  \  Jon  Whitcomb  Ben  Stall  I 

1  *  -  —  1        Stevan  Dohanos  Robert  Fawcett 

Harold  Von  Schmidt  Austin  Briggs 

Peter  Helck  Dong  Kingman 

Fred  Ludekens  Albert  Dome 

I  1 

|         Famous  Artists  Schools  | 

j                       Studio  117-0,  Westporr,  Conn.  | 

.  Send  with  no  obligation  the  Famous  Artists  talent  Test  . 

I  Mr. 

I  Mrs  kgt   I 

'       MISS  PLEASE  PRINT 

I    Address.   * 

I    City.  Zone,  State   I 

l  ! 


BE  YOUR  OWN  BOSS 


If  you  have  $3,000  to  $3,500  and  would 
like  to  be  in  business  for  yourself,  write, 
wire  or  call  Tastee-Freez.  OVER  II 00  SUC- 
CESSFUL STORES  now  in  operation. 
EARNINGS  LARGE. 


TASTEE-FREEZ  IS  A  REG.  TRADE  MARK 

TASTEE-FREEZ  CORP.  of  AMERICA 

2518  W.  Montrose,  Dept.  M,  Chicago  18,111. 


319  Different  STAMPS-25* 


includes  Set  of  3 


MONACO 
NUDES 


plus  exciting  set  of 

South  Pole  Stamps 

You  also  set  CROATIA  GIANT  TRIANGLES  — (i  lmj!e 
stamps  showinu  exotic  flowers  and  birds  In  full  color; 
UNION  OF  so.  AFRICA  —  Queen  Elizabeth  coronation 
Issue;  SAN  MARINO— set  of  :s  multi-colored  airmail 
triangles;  LUNDY —•  fascinating  Puffin  bird;  STALIN 
DEATH  STAMP  —  plus  hundreds  more  unusual  stamps  and 
sets  from  all  over  tile  world!  Imported  collection  of  :I19 
all-different  stamps  —  guaranteed  $6.73  catalog  value  — 
all  yours  for  only  25#,  to  introduce  our  Bargain  Approvals. 
Included,  FREE  —  "Midget  Encyclopedia  of  Stamps"  — 
plus  stamp  Identifier  arid  Dictionary. 
SEND  25«  TODAY  ASK  FOR  LOT  GU-9 

ZENITH  CO.,  81  Willoughby  St.,  Brooklyn  1,  NY 


Writers  must  give  name  and  address.  Name  withheld  if  re- 
quested. So  many  letters  are  being  received  it  is  not  possible 
to  promise  answers.  Keep  your  letters  short.  Address:  Sound  Off, 
The  American  Legion  Magazine,  720  Fifth  Ave.,  New  York  19,  N.  Y. 


NO  ENTHUSIASM 

Sir:  I  am  an  Air  Force  mother.  My 
son,  Captain  Elmer  F.  Llewellyn,  is 
one  of  the  hundreds  of  GIs  and  air- 
men still  held  captive  by  the  Chinese 
reds,  and  the  reds  have  recently  ad- 
mitted holding  him— for  blackmail.  I 
believe  it  is  my  right  to  speak  out.  A 
member  of  Congress  tells  us  that  only 
two  of  his  ten  nominations  for  the 
Air  Force  Academy  had  been  taken. 
Only  one-tenth  of  the  accepted  ap- 
plications for  the  Academy  have  come 
in.  The  real  reason  is  that  intelligent 
boys  suitable  for  the  Air  Force 
Academy  are  not  blind  or  deaf  or 
stupid.  At  least  they  are  not  too  blind 
to  read  in  a  recent  number  of  Time, 
"Soviets  Have  Killed  45  U.  S.  Airmen 
Since  1950."  These  boys  are  not  too 
stupid  to  know  that  these  are  not  war 
casualties  but  deliberate  murders,  and 
that  our  government  has  done  noth- 
ing to  avenge  them  or  to  prevent  fu- 
ture murders  of  the  same  kind.  Nor 
were  these  boys  too  deaf  to  hear  the 
orders  to  our  airmen  in  Korea  not  to 
pursue  and  shoot  down  enemy  planes 
w  hich  attacked  them.  And  when  Mr. 
Eisenhower  recently  demanded  that 
the  red  Chinese  return  our  captive 
airmen  and  others,  they  were  not  too 
deaf  to  hear  his  orders  withdraw  ing 
from  Korea  the  troops  capable  of  en- 
forcing that  demand.  Orders  which 
completely  nullified  his  demand;  and 
orders  which  meant  just  one  thing— 
the  final  abandonment  of  those  sev- 
eral hundred  airmen  and  GIs  in  red 
hands. 

Mrs.  Lynn  Stiter 

I  rista,  Calif. 

ANY  ANSWERS? 

Sir:  I  see  that  the  New  York  Times 
is  going  all-out  editorially  for  ex-dip- 
lomat John  Paton  Davies,  recently 
tired  by  Secretary  Dulles.  This  puts 
Davies  in  such  distinguished  company 
as  Lattimore,  Hiss,  Remington,  Op- 
penheimer  and  numerous  others  for 
whom  the  Times  has  bled  editorially. 
How  come  the  Times  consistently 
supports  such  people,  meanwhile  at- 
tacking at  every  opportunity  those 
who  effectively'  fight  communism,  in- 
cluding Budenz,  Chambers,  McCarthy, 


Mac  Arthur,  Bentley,  etc.,  etc.,  etc. 
What's  the  answer? 

J.  E.  Halk 

Brooklyn 

EXCESS  COMMA 

Sir:  In  his  article  Treat  the  Flag  Right, 
in  the  October  issue  of  The  American 
Legion  Magazine,  Mr.  Clarence  E. 
Harper  has  erred  in  his  version  of  our 
Pledge  of  Allegiance.  The  U.  S.  Code 
states  that,  in  the  final,  accepted  ver- 
sion of  the  revised  Pledge,  including 
the  phrase  "under  God,"  there  is  no 
comma  after  the  word  "Nation." 

Virginia  E.  Holden 
Manor,  Pa. 

T  I  lind  thai  I  was  in  error  in  plating 
a  comma  alter  the  word  "Nation"  in 
the  Pledge  of  Allegiance  to  the  Flag. 

Clarence  E.  Harper 


DOGGY  STUFF 

Sir:  I  resent  the  attack  by  Wobbly 
Reuther  on  Charles  E.  Wilson  for  his 
remark  about  men  and  dogs.  W  hen  I 
joined  the  Air  Force  I  was  presented 
with  a  pair  of  medals  which  were 
called  "dog  tags."  I'm  proud  of  them 
and  I  still  have  them. 

Gene  Brossard 

Costa  Rica,  Central  America 

CONCERNING  DOCTORS 

Sir:  Permit  me  to  congratulate  you  on 
your  article  in  the  November  issue  en- 
titled How  to  Pick  a  Doctor.  Tom 
Mahoney  has  done  an  excellent  job 
from  the  standpoint  of  an  old  practic- 
ing physician  who,  while  a  specialist 
at  the  present  time,  has  had  an  active 
general  practice.  At  that  time  we 
found  it  very  important  to  have  estab- 
lished good  relationships  with  families 
prior  to  the  advent  of  some  emer- 
gency. A  great  many  misunderstand- 
ings and  difficulties  concerning  pa- 
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tient-physician  relationship  would  be 
eliminated  if  the  advice  contained  in 
this  article  were  followed. 

F.  F.  Borzell,  M.D. 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Sir:  I  w  ish  to  commend  the  article 
How  to  Pick  a  Doctor  by  Tom  Ma- 
honcy  for  its  general  presentation  of 
the  subject  and  for  the  practicability 
of  the  suggestions.  This  article  in  The 
American  Legion  Magazine  is  a  w  el- 
come relief  from  the  usual  Legion  vs. 
AMA  verbosity.  There  has  probably 
been  too  much  name-calling  and  fact- 
twisting  by  both  groups  without 
enough  practical  discussion  of  basic 
citizenry. 

Ralph  E.  Jordan,  M.D. 

1 1  oh  on,  Kans. 


INTERESTING  HOBBY 

Sir:  My  husband  and  I  are  making  a 
hobby  of  attending  as  many  discus- 
sion groups  as  possible  to  keep  track 
of  and  refute  the  "commy"  and  "gul- 
liberal"  line.  It  has  been  very  reveal- 
ing! The  dissemination  of  a  set  of 
so-called  "facts"  will  amaze  you  if 
you  haven't  personally  experienced  it. 
For  example,  discussion  of  the  Decla- 
ration of  Independence  seems  invari- 
ably to  evoke  the  bitter  comment, 
usually  from  a  university  student,  that 
the  American  Revolution  was  fought 
only  for  the  benefit  of  the  "v  ested  in- 
terests." The  poisoned  propaganda 
promoters  arc  always  present  and  al- 
ways very  articulate  but  it  requires 
only  a  few  w  ell-informed  people  w  ith 
convictions  and  commonsense  to  nulli- 
fy their  effect  on  the  impressionable. 
We  are  convinced  that  participation 
in  a  discussion  group  gives  the  anti- 
communist  or  the  libertarian  at  the 
grass-roots  level  one  of  his  best  op- 
portunities to  shed  some  light  on  con- 
fused thinking.  Have  you  thought  of 
encouraging  your  readers  to  partici- 
pate in  these  groups  throughout  the 
country  and  thus  make  their  contri- 
bution in  the  battle  of  ideas? 

Mrs.  Alice  Ainslow 
Alameda,  Calif. 

OPPOSING  SIDES 

Sir:  I  have  been  a  member  of  the 
Legion,  hence  a  reader  of  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  Magazine,  since  its  very 
beginning,  and  w  hen  I  say  very  be- 
ginning, I  mean  just  that.  I  am  also  a 
football  fan  of  long  standing  and  one 
who  played  football  on  the  Pacific- 
Coast.  I  cannot  imagine  a  more  silly 
article  than  the  one  in  this  issue  by 
Al  Hirshbcrg  entitled  What's  Hap- 
pened to  West  Coast  Football?  I  trust 
( Continued  on  page  60) 


Mrs.  Donald  Cutmniugs,  Jr.,  and  her  young  son  Duiuihl 


I  WASN'T  ALONE 
ANY  MORE" 


Most  of  us  know  what  it  is  like 
to  have  a  telephone.  But  have  you 
ever  thought  what  it  would  be  like 
if  it  wasn't  there? 

Here  are  some  good  words  along 
that  line  from  Mrs.  Donald  Cura- 
mings,  Jr. 

"When  we  moved  into  our  new 
house,"  she  told  us  a  few  weeks 
ago,  "I  felt  a  little  strange— with  a 
young  baby  and  all— and  I  couldn't 
seem  to  get  a  feeling  of  being  set- 
tied  and  at  home. 


"Then  the  telephone  was  put  in. 
And  suddenly  everything  seemed 
different.  I  could  call  people!  1 
felt  better  about  being  by  myself 
in  the  house  with  the  baby.  I  felt 
better  about  my  mother  who  had 
been  ill  in  Boston.  And  about  my 
husband  in  uniform  far  away. 

"And  then  I  realized  that  it 
wasn't  just  the  telephone  calls  1 
could  make  —  it  was  that  people 
could  call  me  if  necessary.  I  wasn't 
alone  any  more." 


Reminding  you  that  someone,  somewhere ,  would  like  to  hear  your  voice  today. 
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PLUMBER  EINSTEIN 

EVERY  now  and  then  Albert  Einstein 
takes  time  off  from  his  skull  prac- 
tice to  take  up  some  left-wing  cause  or 
other.  This  has  given  him  quite  an  im- 
pressive record  of  communist  front  affili- 
ations. And,  needless  to  say,  has  made 
him  the  darling  of  people  who  show  their 
love  of  such  leftie  Louies  by  loading  them 
with  honors,  awards,  citations,  grants, 
eulogies  and  what-have-you. 

Now  the  shaggy  I  lerr  Doktor  has  done 
it  again.  This  time  he  has  come  up  in 
Max  Ascoli's  strange  journalist  critter 
The  Reporter  with  another  of  his  bleats 
deploring  the  way  things  are  done  in 
these  United  States.  Specifically,  lie's 
troubled  by  all  these  investigations  of 
scientists.  (As  well  he  might  be.)  So, 
says  Albert,  maybe  he  should  have  been 
a  plumber. 

This  may  pass  with  the  kind  of  people 
who  read  A  lax  Ascoli's  gazette,  but  w  e'll 
bet  Einstein's  crack  won't  sit  well  w  irli 
self-respecting  plumbers.  We've  never 
yet  met  a  plumber  or  stcamfitter  w  ho 
w  asn't  a  good,  patriotic  American,  a  lot 
more  meticulous  about  the  company  he 
keeps  than  the  Dok  and  some  of  the 
people  lie  pals  around  with. 

But  maybe  they  could  use  a  fiddle- 
playing  plumber  in  Europe. 

ALAS  &  ALACK 

EVERYONE  must  be  saddened  at  the 
way  in  which  the  army  of  the  un- 
employed has  been  swollen  recently  by 
a  lot  of  people  who  used  to  work  very 
hard.  Possibly  too  hard. 

Take  old  Doc  Lattimore,  the  fellow 
who  ran  an  entire  school  at  Johns  Hop- 
kins University,  though  he  didn't  have  a 
degree  to  his  name.  Doc  has  been  fighting 
a  perjury  rap  and  from  all  indications 
he's  likely  to  need  a  long  sabbatical. 

Then  there's  Annie  Lee  Moss,  the  gal 
who  used  to  chauffeur  a  code  machine 
for  the  Army.  After  what  you  might  call 
lengthy  consideration  the  Army  decided 
she  was  expendable,  and  unless  Senator 
Symington  comes  through  with  the  job 
he  promised  her,  Annie's  going  to  have 
to  look  around. 

Another  recent  casualty  lias  been  John 
Paton  Davics,  who  used  to  have  a  lot 
to  say  in  State  Department  circles  about 
our  foreign  policy,  particularly  as  it  con- 
cerned China.  We  all  know  what  hap- 
pened to  China,  and  for  a  job  not  too 
well  done  John  has  been  cut  loose  from 
his  former  striped  pants  job.  And  his  sad 
fate  reminds  us  that  there  are  a  few 
scientists  —  chaps  like  J.  Robert  Oppen- 


BECAUSE  OF  LIQUEUR  QUALITY  and  HIGH  PROOF  (94.4) 
DRINKS  NEVER  TASTE  THIN  WITH  GORDON'S  GIN 


100%  NEUTRAL  SPIRITS  DISTILLED  FROM  GRAIN   .   GORDON'S  DRY  GIN  CO.,  LTD.,  LINDEN,  N.  J. 
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heimer  —  who  are  looking  around  for 
work  in  fields  where  investigators  don't 
investigate. 

Pretty  terrihle,  isn't  it?  Everyone  knows 
that  a  depression  is  on  us,  and  that  mil- 
lions of  people  are  out  of  w  ork  and  are 
starving  miserably  to  death.  If  you  don't 
believe  it,  read  the  Daily  Worker  or  listen 
r<>  some  of  our  politicians.  So  in  the  face 
of  that  what  do  we  do?  We  kick  all  these 
nice  people  out  of  their  jobs,  bringing 
even  closer  the  day  of  reckoning  when 
the  capitalistic  system  will  be  toppled. 
So  that's  just  another  reason  why  the 
fascist,  reactionary,  red-baiting  investi- 
gators who  persecute  these  people  and 
cause  them  to  get  fired  are  worse  than 
any  communists. 

Having  said  which,  we  presume  we  are 
at  least  eligible  for  the  Sidney  Hillman 
Award. 

JUST  US  CHICKENS 

WE  SEE  by  the  papers  that  the  well- 
known  communist  ex-President  of 
Guatemala  Jacob  Arbenz  Guzman  is  no 
communist.  Or  so  he  says.  In  an  inter- 
view at  Mexico  City,  where  he  is  hiber- 
nating after  his  strenuous  efforts  in  trying 
to  turn  his  country  into  another  Soviet 
satellite,  he  allowed  as  how  he  wasn't  a 
communist  at  all  —  merely  an  anti-im- 
perialist who  sympathized  with  Russia's 
"peace  moves." 

It  sounds  awfully  familiar.  How  often 
have  we  seen  the  spectacle  of  home- 
grown traitors  and  imported  enemies 
blandly  denying  that  they  are  commu- 
nists or  have  any  devotion  to  the  red 
cause,  despite  all  kinds  of  evidence  to 
the  contrary? 

Somehow  these  people  remind  us  of  the 
old  minstrel  show  gag  about  the  farmer 
who  heard  the  commotion  in  his  hen- 
house. You  remember  what  happened.  He- 
took  his  shotgun  to  the  scene  of  the  dis- 
turbance, asked  who  was  inside  and  got 
this  answer:  "Ain't  no  chicken  thieves  in 
here,  boss.  Ain't  nobody  here  but  us 
chickens." 

$$$$$$$$ 

AS  THE  loan  companies  say,  do  you 
need  money?  Better  yet,  would  you 
like  to  get  a  lot  of  money  for  just  your- 
self and  the  tax  collector?  Such  as,  say, 
5525,000  or  S50.000  a  year.  If  you're  in- 
terested, you'll  find  the  directions  in  a 
new  book  How  to  Sell  Your  Way  into 
the  Big  Money,  by  Vincent  E.  Sullivan, 
who  is  merely  setting  down  how  he  does 
it  selling  for  the  New  York  Daily  News. 
The  thing  we  liked  most  about  the  book 
w  as  the  way  it  presented  a  lot  of  helpful 
information  without  becoming  stuffy. 
You'll  enjoy  it  so  much  you  w  on't  mind 
if  you  don't  end  up  making  |50,000  right 
away. 

A  REMINDER 

LONG  AGO  we  told  in  this  column  of 
A  the  drive  to  force  Red  China  into  the 
United  Nations.  Have  you  noticed  the 
way  this  project  is  now  shaping  up?  And 
the  people  swinging  behind  it?  From  now 
on,  don't  be  surprised  at  anything.  The 
word  is  that  Red  China  is  going  to  make 
it,  with  help  from  surprising  quarters. 


//  makes  of 
passenger  cars  set 
Champion  spark  plug 
performance  record! 


All  52  entries  in  the  Darlington,  S.  C.  500- 
Mile  Grand  National  Stock  Car  Race  used 
Champion  Spark  Plugs  and  not  a  single 
Champion  was  replaced  during  the  entire 
race!  Competing  were:  Buick,  Cadillac, 
Chrysler,  Dodge,  Ford,  Hudson,  Mercury, 
Nash,  Oldsmobile,  Plymouth,  Studebaker. 


SEPT.  7.  1954 

CHAMPION  SPARK  PLUG  CO. 
TOLEDO.  OHIO 

ALL  52  CARS  ENTERED  IN  THE  1954 
NASCAR  SANCTION  500  MILE  GRAND 
NATIONAL  RACE  AT  DARLINGTON,  S.C. 
USED  CHAMPION  SPARK  PLUGS  EXCLUSIVELY 
AND  NO  SPARK  PLUGS  REQUIRED 
REPLACEMENT. 

BILL  FRANCE,  PRESIDENT 
NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  FOR 
STOCK  CAR  AUTO  RACING. 


Big-time  stock  car  racing  is  a  brutal  test  of  spark  plugs  .  .  .  they  must 
deliver  maximum  power  hour  after  hour,  withstanding  torturous 
punishment.  Only  the  best  spark  plugs  can  meet  this  challenge. 

That's  why,  when  performance  is  the  payoff,  professional  drivers  turn 
to  Champions  regardless  of  the  make  of  car  being  driven.  That's  why 
you  will  get  the  best  out  of  your  own  car,  whatever  the  make  or 
year,  by  fitting  it  with  full-firing  five-rib  Champions. 

CHAMPION     SPARK    PLUG     COMPANY,    TOLEDO    1,  OHIO 
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Fishermen! 


3 

BOOKLETS 
AND  FISHING 
CALENDAR v 

FREE! 


LOADED  WITH  TIPS  ON  SPINNING 
BAIT  CASTING,  FLY  FISHING! 

Want  to  catch  more  fish?  Have  more  fun? 
Get  three  interesting,  helpful  booklets: 
"New  Ways  to  Use  Spinning  Tackle," 
"How  to  Choose  and  Use  Fly  Fishing  Tac- 
kle," "Catching  Big  Fish  —  Bait  Casting." 
Packed  with  information!  Sent  to  you, 
FREE  and  POSTPAID!  We  ll  also  send 
you  the  famous  Joe  Godfrey  Fishing  Cal- 
endar, showing  best  days  to  fish  in  1955. 


SHAKESPEARE  CO. 

Dept.  AL-1   Kalamazoo,  Michigan 

Please  send  me  your  three  Free  fishing  booklets 

and  1955  Pocket  Fishing  Calendar 

Name  


Address. 


City  &  Zone, 


_State_ 


1  " 

I 

k.  s~ 

GIANT  BALLOONS 

They're   really   big  surplus 

GREAT  FUN   hi  tVn- iVukyanl  "ni 

TERRIFIC'  I'.'.'r  S|'ii:V's.'ii  onl  '  ,!i..l 
college  PROMS.  They  attract  BIG 
.-.■'iw.is  i.)  business  openings, 
civic  events,  conventions,  exhl- 

bll  «.    trade    shows,  order 

today !   Approx.   Inflated  sizes! 

3    ft.    dla.    49c  —  6   ft.    ilia.  99c 
13  fl.  dla.  $1.59 
20  fl.  dla.   SI. 95 

1             Catil.  residents  please  mid  sales  tax. 

VOLUME  SALES  CO.,  War  Assets  Div. 
1  Dept.  L-155,  3930  Sunset  Blvd.,  Los  Angeles  29,  Calif. 

Products 
Parade 


A  sampling  of  items  which  are  in  process  of  development  or  are  coming  on 
the  market.  Mention  of  products  in  no  way  constitutes  an  endorsement  of  them, 
since    in    most    cases    they    are    described    as   represented    by  manufacturers. 


RADIATOR  VALVE 

If  you  have  a  radiator  which  refuses  to 
warm  up,  you  may  be  interested  in  a  new 
type  air  valve  just  being  placed  on  the 
\  market  by  Oster  Laboratories,  Ellenville, 
N.  Y.  Having  a  movable  collar  with  gradu- 
ated air  vents,  it  allows  you  to  control  the 
amount  and  speed  of  the  air  leaving  the 
radiator.  Tested  on  a  radiator  which  had 
failed  to  heat  with  several  other  kinds  of 
variable  air  valves,  the  Supervent,  as  it  is 
called,  worked  perfect!)'.  The  price  is  S3. 00. 


TO  PREVENT  THAT  EMPTY  FEELING 


New  World  Trade  Boom  Otters 
Big  Profit  Opportunity  to  Ambi- 
tious Men  and  Women.  Learn  how 
to  import  thousands  of  products 
at  low  foreign  prices  for  buyers 
in  your  locality  at  high  U.  S. 
prices-operate  a  worldwide  mail- 
order Import-Export  business 
from  your  home  START  WITHOUT 
CAPITAL  or  previous  experience.  Training  includes 
shipment  to  you  of  many  sample  imports  from  'round  the  world. 
Opportunity  world  travel.  Save  on  personal  purchases  of  Clothes. 
Tools,  Gems,  Watches,  Cameras,  etc.  HERI'S  PROOF  .  .  an  import 
from  oveiseas  SENT  AT  OUR  COST.  Mail  this  ad  with  254  (coin)  and 
we'll  rush  you  this  $2  Melson  Automatic  cigarette  lighter  to  convince 
you  of  tremendous  profits.  Semi  for  your  lighter  and  full  details 
showing  how  to  learn  World  Trade  secrets  to  put  you  on  road  to 
your  own  Profitable  Home  Business.  tNo  lighter  without  this  ad- 
only  one  to  a  person.)  You  can  get  details  alone  FREE,  but  the 
lighter  is  actual  proof  of  import  values.  Either  way,  WRITE  TODAY  I 
MELLINGER  COMPANY,  Dept.  E  301.  1717  Westwood,  Los  Angtltl  24,  Colli. 


Now  there's  a  way  to  keep  from  getting 
[  stranded  without  gas.  Talco  Engineering 
I  Co.,  Hamden,  Conn.,  has  come  up  with  an 
|  electrical  device  called  Gas-O-Larm  which 
audibly  warns  you  when  your  gas  gets 
I  down  to  a  dangerous  two  or  three  gallons. 
I  It  comes  in  a  compact  aluminum  case  not 
\  much  larger  than  a  package  of  cigarettes 
|  and  is  clamped  to  the  underside  of  the  dash 
I  and  then  simply  connected  to  the  gas  gauge 
I  and  ignition  switch.  When  the  gas  gets  low 
a  buzzer  goes  off,  but  the  manufacturer  says 
;  there  arc  no  false  alarms  caused  by  the 
\  fuel  sloshing  around  in  the  tank.  A  switch 
I  permits  you  turn  off  the  buzzer  and  reset 
I  it  after  refueling.  Suitable  for  all  cars,  from 
I  1949  through  current  models,  the  Gas-O- 
Larm  is  available  for  either  6-  or  12-volt 
systems  and  retails  for  $4.95. 


FOR  THAT  MEETING 


If  you  want  to  go  places  as  a  speaker 
or  parliamentarian,  two  recent  inventions 
are  just  for  you.  One  is  a  lectern  that  you 
can  fold  up  and  carry  around  with  you. 
(Jailed  the  Spccchmastcr,  it  weighs  only 
four  pounds  and  if  anyone  calls  on  you  to 
deliver  an  address  you  can  flip  it  open  in 
I  a  jiffy  and  do  your  orating  without  calling 
on  anyone  for  help.  Offered  by  Glencraft 
i  Products  Co.,  Otisfield,  Me.,  it's  yours  for 
|  SI 5.00  postpaid,  money-back  guarantee. 
The  other  item  is  a  slide  rule  on  parlia- 

When  writing  to  manufacturers  con 
mention  that  you  read  about  them 


mentary  procedure,  a  handsome  plastic  and 
cardboard  "slipstick"  measuring  7  by  12 
inches  which  on  being  jiggled  around  tells 
you  when  the  time  has  come  for  you  to 
limit  debate,  recess,  man  the  pumps  or  go 
for  a  drink.  The  inventor,  Edward  J.  Ryan, 
D.D.S.,  says  he  thought  such  an  instru- 
ment was  necessary  because  he  found  many 
Legionnaires  were  confused  by  procedure 
under  the  rules  of  order.  If  you  are  inter- 
ested check  in  with  Dr.  Ryan,  708  Church 
St.,  Evanston,  III. 

HI-FI 

Next  month  this  magazine  will  feature 
an  article  entitled  What's  This  Hi-Fi:'  tell- 
ing of  the  amazing  growth  of  interest  in 
high  fidelity  sound  equipment.  If  you  want 
to  get  a  head  start  on  other  readers  by 
acquiring  some  basic  hi-fi  equipment,  we'd 
suggest  that  you  look  into  a  new  kind  of 
speaker  enclosure  recently  announced  by 
Karlson  Associates,  Inc.,  1483  Coney  Island 
Ave.,  Brooklyn  30,  N.  Y.  Only  2  feet  high,  17 
inches  wide  and  14  inches  deep,  it  employs 
an  ingenious  acoustical  principle  which 
gives  a  range  of  from  16  to  20,000  cycles  — 
much  more  than  the  human  ear  can  en- 
compass. It  takes  a  12-inch  speaker  not 
included  in  the  price,  w  hich  is  $37.50  in  kit 
form,  $55.50  assembled  but  unfinished,  and 
$99.60  in  mahogany  or  blond. 


BETTER  0LES 

Now  anyone  with  a  portable  drill  can 
make  true  holes  every  time,  thanks  to  a 
new  device  just  announced  by  High  Stand- 
ard Mfg.  Corp.,  Hamden,  Conn.  Their 
Guide-O-Dril  consists  essentially  of  a  rod 
and  spring  w  hich  can  be  clamped  to  any 
portable  drill  to  serve  as  a  guide  so  that 
true  vertical  or  angular  holes  can  be  drilled. 
One  of  its  features  is  a  built-in  depth  gauge, 
permitting  accurate  dow  eling.  Another  is  a 
quadrant  to  guide  you  in  angle  drilling. 
The  Guide-O-Dril  does  not  interfere  with 
other  operations,  but  if  desired  it  can  be 
quickly  slipped  off.  The  price  is  $6.95. 

cerning  items  described  here  kindly 
in  The  American  Legion  Magazine 
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Attention  Legionnaires ! 


LEGION 


MAGAZINE 


RETAIL  ADVISORY  COUNCIL 


*  LEGIONNAIRE  RETAILERS  * 


*  LEGIONNAIRE  CUSTOMERS  * 

Try  a  "Legion"  stop 
when  you're  out  to  shop  . . . 

Look  for  this  emblem  in  store  windows  when 
you're  out  to  shop  — you  can  trade  with  confi- 
dence while  lending  your  support  to  a  Legion 
buddy.  Remember,  you  will  see  this  emblem 
displayed  ONLY  in  the  window  of  a  Legion- 
naire-owned store  by  a  member  of  


Make  your  shop 
a  "Legion"  stop  . . . 

Join  more  than  14,500  Legionnaire  retailers 
displaying  this  emblem.  Enjoy  these  advantages 
of  FREE  Council  membership:  Newsletters  — 
seasonal  promotions  —  displays  —  planned  to  in- 
crease your  sales.  Clip  application  on  PAGE  57 
c  and  join. . . . 


The  American  Legion  Magazine  Retail  Advisory  Council 


new  55  DODGE  flashes  ahead  in  style  ! 


New  Dodge  Custom  Royal  V-8  4-Door  Sedan 


It's  flair-  fashioned ...  and  alive  with  beauty 


You  will  know,  from  your  very  first  glimpse  of  its 
sleek  silhouette,  that  here  is  a  car  of  a  hundred 
surprises! 

A  car  that  gives  you  a  new  outlook  on  the  world 
through  its  swept-back  New  Horizon  windshield. 

A  car  that  captures  the  flair  of  the  future  in  the 
taut,  eager  beauty  of  its  flowing  lines. 

A  car  that  sweeps  you  forward  at  the  command  of 
Flite  Control,  bringing  new  magic  to  PowerFlite. 

A  car  of  many  innovations:  Tubeless  tires.  Power 
windows  and  seats.  A  new  aircraft-type  V-8  engine. 

You  can  expect  the  unexpected  in  the  flair-fashioned 
'55  Dodge  .  .  .  on  display  now! 


Take  Command 


Get  the  Thrill  First  Hand'. 


M  aiiv  Event 


Helen  felt  they  had  enough— and  Eddie  had  taken  enough. 


By  WILLIAM  HOLDER 


P 


«5? 
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|  iller  finished  his  breakfast  and  had  a 
cigarette  with  his  second  cup  of  coffee. 
He  heard  Helen  moving  quietly  about 
the  apartment,  then  watched  her  as  she  walked 
through  the  room,  not  looking  at  him.  But 
she  was  always  like  this  the  day  of  a  fight, 
although  it  had  been  worse  during  the  last 
six  months,  since  he  had  decided  to  fight  again. 

He  followed  her  into  the  kitchen  and  said, 
"Take  it  easy,  kid.  It's  just  another  working 
day." 

She  turned  to  him.  "All  right,  Eddie.  But  I 


want  to  know  one  thing.  W  hat  happens  after 
tonight?" 

"If  I  win  I  get  Clark."  It  would  be  big,  out- 
doors, and  he  could  make  a  lot  of  people  look 
silly  by  winning  the  championship  again. 

"And  if  you  lose?" 

He  shrugged.  "Probably  Desanto  in  Chi- 
cago." 

There  was  a  touch  of  horror  in  her  eyes. 
"You  wouldn't  do  that  again." 

"It's  my  business,  kid."  Two  months  ago, 
that  had  been,  and  he  could  still  feel  some  of 


11 


'I've  still  got  it,"  Miller  said.  "Why  should  I  quit?" 


( <-on(  inued  > 


Main  Event 


it.  He'd  been  on  the  floor  four  times 
before  he'd  finally  put  Desanto  away  in 
the  sixth.  It  had  been  a  mess,  all  right. 
He  said,  "It  would  draw  very  big." 

She  put  her  hand  on  his  arm.  "Eddie, 
can't  you  stop  now?  You  know  w  hat 
you  always  said.  We've  got  enough, 
Eddie.  We  could  look  for  that  garage 
you  talk  about,  and  .  .  ." 

He  felt  the  impatience  growing  in 
him.  "Sure  I  know  w  hat  I  said.  When 
I  lose  it,  I'll  stop.  But  I've  still  got  it. 
And  w  e  haven't  got  enough.  Ten  thou- 
sand against  Grey,  then  tw  enty  for  the 
Desanto  thing.  Tonight's  the  first  de- 
cent pay  night  we've  had."  Then  he 
said,  "Maybe  if  I  win  tonight  then  beat 
Clark  I  II  call  it  a  day." 

"But  you  won't,"  she  said.  "There'll 
be  just  one  more,  then  another.  Eddie, 
you're  getting  too  old  .  .  ." 

"I  know.  I'm  thirty-three  and  I  didn't 
right  for  three  years.  I've  heard  it 
from  you  and  from  a  lot  of  other 
people  and  I  read  it  in  the  papers.  But 
I  was  a  chump  and  I  went  broke  and 
now  I'm  making  it  back."  He  turned 
from  the  room  and  said,  "Let's  knock 
it  off."  He  got  his  hat  and  coat  and 
went  to  the  door.  "I'll  be  back  about 
three,  four  o'clock."  She  looked  at  him 
from  the  other  side  of  the  room  and 
said  nothing. 

On  the  way  downtown  in  the  sub- 
way he  wondered  what  they  expected 
him  to  do.  He'd  quit  on  top  with  a 
bundle,  then  had  dropped  the  whole 
rhing  in  a  restaurant.  A  restaurant.  He 
didn't  know  one  end  of  a  cow  from  the 
other,  but  he  was  a  retired  champion 
so  he  had  to  open  a  restaurant.  By  the 
time  he  got  to  know  a  little  bit  about 
the  business  he  didn't  have  enough  left 
to  run  a  hot  dog  stand. 


He'd  gone  to 
Sam  Katz,  then, 
who  had  managed 
h  i  m  for  eight 
years,  and  Sam  had 
said,  "Eddie,  you 
were   losing  it 

w  hen  we  quit  three  years  ago.  You'll 
get  your  brains  knocked  out.  You 
want  money?  I've  got  money.  Go  open 
that  garage  you  used  to  talk  about.  You 
w  ere  a  mechanic  when  w  e  teamed  up 
and  you  got  to  be  a  crew  chief  on  one 
of  those  big-bottomed  birds  in  the  Air 
Force.  You  must  know  what  you're 
doing  around  motors.  But  I  won't  han- 
dle you.  I  won't  be  responsible." 

So  he'd  done  it  alone,  and  it  hadn't 
gone  badly.  He'd  worked  hard  for  a 
couple  of  months  in  the  country,  then 
he  had  taken  Charley  Grey,  then  there 
had  been  Desanto,  and  tonight  it  would 
be  Marty  Horn.  Three  of  the  top  four. 
What  more  did  they  want? 

And  he'  could  go  all  the  way.  He 
knew  he  could.  And  when  he  quit  again 
there  would  maybe  be  a  garage  but  no 
more  restaurants. 

There  was  the  usual  crowd  at  the 
Commission  offices  for  the  weigh-in, 
and  .Miller  said  hello  to  a  lot  of  people. 
Then  he  saw  Sam  Katz  and  Marty 
Horn,  the  kid  he  was  to  fight  tonight. 
Sam  wore  his  usual  sour  look  and  Miller 
w  ent  over,  hand  out,  and  said,  "Hello, 


Sam,"  and  it  was  very  strange,  Sam 
being  on  the  other  side  of  the  fence. 
The  little  man  said,  "Hello,  Eddie,"  and 
there  was  something  in  his  eyes  that 
.Miller  could  not  read. 

They  stripped  then  and  put  on  the 
trunks,  and  Miller  was  a  hundred  and 
fifty-nine  and  the  kid  a  pound  lighter. 
Horn  was  dark,  rugged-looking,  with 
heavy  shoulders  and  good  legs.  They 
shook  hands  for  the  photographers  and 
Horn  said,  "Good  luck,  Eddie." 

Miller  said,  "Good  luck,"  and 
thought,  I'm  giving  him  almost  ten 
years  and  wishing  him  luck. 
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He  dressed,  thinking  it  would  be 
funny  to  see  Sam  in  the  other  corner  to- 
night. They'd  been  together  for  a  long 
time  and  it  had  all  been  good.  Helen 
hadn't  worried  so  much  when  he'd  been 
with  Sam.  "He'll  take  care  of  you,"  she 
had  said.  "He's  a  good  man."  Well, 
she'd  been  right  about  that. 

Jimmy  Lcnnon  of  the  World  came 
over  and  said,  "Eddie,  how's  it  going?" 

"All  right,"  Miller  said.  He'd  always 
liked  Lennon.  "Fine." 

Lennon  said,  "This  kid  is  very  good, 
Eddie." 

Miller  nodded.  "I  caught  him  a 
couple  of  times  on  TV.  Sam's  done  a 
nice  job  with  him." 

Lennon  lit  a  cigarette.  "How  come 
you  didn't  hook  up  with  Sam  when  you 
decided  to  fight  again." 

"Well,  I  talked  to  him,  but  he  had 
this  Horn  and  he  figured  he  couldn't  do 
a  good  job  for  both  of  us."  That  was  as 
good  as  anything  else. 

"And  the  winner  tonight  gets  Clark." 

"That's  what  the  man  in  the  big 
office  said." 

Lennon  said  slowly,  "No  bad  luck, 
Eddie,  but  suppose  you  lose  tonight?" 

Everybody  was  asking  him  that  one 
today.  "Probably  Desanto  in  Chicago 
again.  We  draw  very  big  out  there." 

Lennon  looked  at  him  for  a  long  mo- 
ment. "Don't  do  that  again,  Eddie.  1 
wouldn't  want  to  watch  it." 

"Sometimes  the  work  gets  rough," 
.Miller  said,  remembering  that  thing 
again.  Remembering  how  he  had  to 
keep  telling  himself  to  get  up,  get  up, 
get  up  again,  pride  pulling  him  to  his 
feet.  His  head  feeling  shattered  and  his 
body  club-beaten,  and  how  he  had  uri- 
nated blood  for  three  days  afterward, 
from  the  terrible  kidney  shots  he'd 
taken  turning  away.  "Sometimes  it  gets 
a  little  rugged." 

Lennon  said,  "Well,  good  luck.  I'll 
be  rooting  for  you." 

Aiiller  said,  "Thanks,"  knowing  the 
man  meant  it,  but  recalling  that  in  his 
column  last  night  Lennon  had  said  flat- 
ly that  Horn  would  win:  "In  no  other 
sport  does  youth  so  insistently  demand 
its  due,  and  tomorrow  night  Eddie  Mil- 
ler will  be  called  upon  to  pay  the  price 
exacted  by  the  years." 

He  was  an  old  man.  He'd  won  two 
good  fights  in  four  months  but  he  was 
all  washed  up.  So  they  told  him. 

He  went  out  on  the  street  and  walked 
uptown  easily,  feeling  nice  and  loose 
and  none  of  the  nervousness  starting 
yet.  He  walked  ten  blocks,  then  thought 
about  the  legs  he'd  need  tonight  and 
got  into  a  cab  and  drove  up  to  Mur- 
ray's. It  was  almost  two  o'clock  and  he 
just  hungry  enough. 

He  had  consomme,  a  medium  steak, 
baked  potato  and  milk,  and  he'd  just 
finished  when  Sam  and  Horn  came  in. 
They  sat  down,  then  Sam  saw  him  and 
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came  over.  "I  forgot  you'd  probably  be 
here  or  I  would  have  gone  some  place 
else." 

"It's  open  to  the  public,  Sam.  How 
you  been?" 

"I  got  my  health,"  Sam  said.  He 
leaned  forward.  "Look,  Eddie.  We  been 
like  brothers.  Do  me  a  favor.  After  to- 
night give  it  up.  You're  making  enough 
money  out  of  these  three  fights  to  put 
you  on  your  feet.  I  can  count.  Get  that 
garage  upstate." 

"Helen  been  talking  to  you?" 

"Sure.  Helen  and  me  are  good  friends. 


stood  up.  He  said,  "Take  care  of  your- 
self, Eddie,"  and  walked  away. 

Miller  took  a  cab  uptown  and  his 
anger  stayed  with  him.  Everybody 
shouting,  "They  never  come  back!" 
You'd  think  it  was  a  law.  He'd  been  at 
the  top  of  his  trade  for  years  and  to- 
night some  punk  kid  was  supposed  to 
show  him  how  to  work.  It  was  stupid. 

The  bitterness  had  dissolved  by  the 
time  he  reached  the  apartment.  He  told 
Helen,  "Will  you  try  to  keep  the  kids 
quiet  for  a  few  hours?  And  will  you 
wake  me  at  seven?" 

She  said,  "Yes,  Eddie,"  and  that  was 
all.  He  went  into  the  bedroom,  un- 
dressed and  got  into  bed.  He  was  asleep 
in  five  minutes. 

Marie,  six,  and  Tommy,  four, 
climbed  all  over  Miller  and 
woke  him  at  seven.  He 
played  with  them  for 
a  few  minutes  un- 


He  remembered  how  he  had  had  to  keep  telling  himself  to  get  up. 


But  I'm  talkin'  for  myself.  I'm  talkin' 
like  a  brother.  Quit  before  you  get  hurt 
bad." 

"I've  still  got  it,"  Miller  said.  "Why 
should  I  quit?" 

"You  lost  it,  but  a  guy  never  knows 
it  himself.  Somebody's  gotta  tell  him. 
It's  always  like  that.  I  gotta  think  of 
this  kid,  now.  1  wouldn't  of  taken  this 
fitlht  except  there  was  nothin'  I  could 
do." 

Miller  said,  "So  I  beat  Grey  and  De- 
santo and  I've  lost  it." 

Sam  tapped  him  on  the  hand.  "Eddie, 
my  kid  beat  Desanto  clean  in  ten.  Didn't 
have  a  mark  on  him." 

"So  I  wasn't  moving  right.  I  couldn't 
get  off." 

"You  outtoughed  him.  You  got  your 
brains  beat  soft  but  you  outstayed  him. 
And  five  years  ago  Desanto  couldn't  of 
hit  you  with  a  handful  of  sand." 

Miller  said,  suddenly  angry,  "Stop  it. 
I'll  take  your  kid  and  I'll  take  Clark. 
Maybe  you  better  get  back  to  your 
tiger.  He  looks  lonesome." 

Sam  sighed  and  shook  his  head,  then 


til  Helen  came  and  led  them  off  to  bed. 
He  dressed  quickly  in  slacks,  soft  shirt 
and  w  arm  jacket,  then  saw  that  all  his 
gear  was  in  his  bag.  He  put  the  bag 
near  the  door  and  said,  "Helen,  I'm 
going  downtown." 

She  came  into  the  foyer  slow  ly,  her 
face  pale  and  drawn,  her  eyes  fright- 
ened. Then  suddenly  she  w  as  straining 
against  him,  her  mouth  fierce  against 
his,  and  he  could  barely  make  out  her 
w  hispered,  "Take  care!  Take  care,  my 
Eddie!" 

He  held  her  close  and  patted  her 
back  and  said,  "Sure,  baby.  All  the 
time." 

johnny  doyle  and  Sid  Bloom  were 
waiting  for  him  at  the  Garden.  Out- 
side of  Sam  they  were  the  two  best 
corner  men  in  the  business.  Bloom  said, 
"Champ,  you're  late.  We  figured  you 
forgot  all  about  it." 

"Sure,"  Miller  said.  "With  the  house 
sold  out  and  scaled  the  way  they  got 
it,  I'm  liable  to  go  fishin'."  He  un- 
(Contmued  on  page  47) 
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If  we  wish,  we  can  make 
Uiis  Pacific  bastion  invincible. 


By  ROBERT  AURA  SMITH 


Our  weakness  resulted  in  the  infamous  Death  March  on  Bataan 


Tin:  united  states  is  fully  involved 
and  deeply  committed  in  and  to  a 
defense  program  for  Southeast  Asia. 
The  key  point  in  this  defense  is  the 
Philippine  bastion.  We  are  morally 
committed  to  its  defense  because  of  our 
fifty  years  of  close  association.  We  are 
technically  committed  because  of  our 
mutual  defense  treaties,  not  only  with 
the  Philippines,  but  also  with  Australia 
and  New  Zealand.  To  these  commit- 
ments \vc  have  now  added  the  grave 
responsibilities  of  a  general  eight-power 
Southeast  Asian  defense  alliance  which 
we  promoted.  We  expect  to  make  good 
on  these  commitments.  How  to  do  so 
is  both  our  immediate  and  our  continu- 
ing problem. 
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Fortunately  we 
have  a  good  place  to 
start. The  Philippines 
offers  us  —  and  our 
allies  in  the  South- 
east   Asia    Pact  —  a 
position  of  great  po- 
tential strength.  It 
stands,  however, 
close  to  the  center 
of  a  large  region 
w  hose  lamentable 
weakness  at  several  points  is  an  open 
invitation  to  communist  aggression.  It 
is  already  close  to  the  firing  lines. 

Formosa  lies  directly  to  the  north, 
less  than  half  an  hour  by  air  from  the 
northern  Philippine  island  of  Luzon, 
and  Formosa  is  a  proclaimed  commu- 
nist target.  Directly  to  the  west,  across 
the  South  China  Sea,  lies  Indo-China, 
where  the  communists  have  already 
won  a  notable  victory  and  taken  over 
the  northern  half  of  Vietnam.  They 
may  well  be  able  to  get  the  remainder 
without  even  fighting  for  it  by  using 
the  techniques  of  subversion.  Next  door 
is  Thailand,  firmly  committed  to  the 
Southeast  Asia  defense  pact.  But  Thai- 
land has  a  population  group  of  3,000,000 


unassimilated  and  discontented  Chinese 
who  could  form  a  formidable  fifth 
Column.  To  the  south  is  Malaya,  where 
the  British  are  still  righting  a  bitter 
jungle  war  against  communist  terrorists. 
Further  to  the  west  are  Burma  and 
India.  Burma  has  not  yet  established 
firm  public  order  and  is  still  fighting  off 
two  communist  assaults  and  a  Karen 
(tribal)  revolt.  India,  which  could  be 
a  bulwark  of  strength  to  the  free  world, 
has  under  Nehru's  leadership  followed 
a  spurious  "neutralism"  that  gives  com- 
fort to  the  communists  abroad  at  the 
same  time  that  Nehru  is  fighting  the 
communists  at  home.  Possibly  the  grav- 
est threat  of  all  is  in  the  great  archi- 
pelago immediately  to  the  south  of  the 
Philippines,  Indonesia.  There  the  com- 
munists have  done  a  thorough  job  of 
infiltrating  the  government  and  the 
army.  They  have  captured  key  Cabinet 
posts,  such  as  Defense  and  Education. 
They  have  added  their  own  brand  of 
confusion  to  a  new  regime  that  is  unrep- 
resentative, incompetent  and  unstable. 

It  is  in  this  setting  that  we  must 
survey  the  Philippine  bastion.  How 
strong  is  it?  What  can  we  do  to  make 
it  stronger? 


The  Philippines  were  represented  in  the  Korean  War  by  these  fine  fighting  men  of  the 
10th  BCT.  This  occasion  was  a  rally  in  Manila  at  which  posthumous  awards  were  made. 


One  of  our  first  concerns  must  be 
with  economic  strength.  The  Philip- 
pines cannot  he  a  powerful  ally  if  they 
are  impoverished.  It  cannot  be  a  firm 
base  for  our  joint  operations  if  it  is 
threatened,  internally,  by  dissident 
movements  that  have  their  roots  in 
hunger. 

Fortunately,  the  Philippine  archi- 
pelago is  potentially  very  rich.  It  has 
vast  mineral  deposits  and  the  capacity 
for  large  and  profitable  agriculture.  It 
is  not  overpopulated,  when  taken  as  a 
whole,  although  there  are  some 
crowded  areas  such  as  the  Central 
Luzon  coastal  plain  and  the  island  of 
Cebu,  where  relief  is  imperative.  The 
productive  wealth  of  the  islands  must 
be  increased  if  there  is  to  be  real  sta- 


bility there.  What  can  we  do  to  help? 

A  considerable  part  of  our  postwar 
economic  assistance   has  been  in  the 
form  of  direct  grants.  Those  grants 
such  as,  for  example,  the  payments  of 
claims  for  war  damage  were  justified, 
but  they  cannot  and  should  not  be  con- 
tinued indefinitely.  The  Filipinos  do 
not  want  to  be  "poor 
relations"  living  on 
our  charity  and  we 
agree   with  that. 
There  are  other  and 
better  avenues  of  ap- 
proach. 

One  of  these  is  the 
revision  of  the  basic- 
trade  act  that  gov- 
erns the  entrv  of 


Malaria  is  prevalent  and  the  fight  against  it  must  be  broadened. 


Philippine  products  into  the  American 
market.  It  provided  for  the  end  of  free 
trade  in  July  1954  and  the  gradual  im- 
position of  American  tariffs.  The  last 
Congress  wisely  extended  the  time  of 
the  application  of  those  provisions  for 
another  eighteen  months  so  that  a  more 
careful  study  of  possible  revisions  of 
the  act  might  be  made.  A  joint  Ameri- 
can-Philippine economic  commission 
has  started  this  study  and  w  ill  eventu- 
ally make  recommendations  for  legisla- 
tion both  in  Manila  and  Washington. 
What  is  being  sought  is  a  way  in  which 
our  trade  can  be  mutually  profitable 
w  ithout  damage  to  the  very  foundation 
of  Philippine  export  economy,  w  hich 
has  been  based,  since  1911,  on  relatively 
free  entry  into  the  American  market. 

If  this  is  successful  a  long  step  will 
have  been  taken  toward  another  way 
in  which  our  assistance  can  be  given  to 
strengthen  the  Philippine  outpost.  This 
is  through  much  larger  investment  in 
private  enterprises  by  private  capital. 
The  Philippines  are  trying  to  provide 
a  hospitable  climate  for  such  investment 
and  there  is  ample  place  for  it.  Indus- 
trial development  is  still  in  its  early 
stages. 

Theie  is  also  the  opportunity  for  an- 
other type  of  investment,  that  of  skills. 
American  technicians  have  always  been 
w  elcome  in  the  Philippines  and  there  is 
need  for  them  now.  Through  coopera- 
tion with  American  collegiate  groups, 
some  excellent  work  is  being  done  in 
rebuilding  the  Philippine  agricultural 
colleges  and  stations  that  were  destroyed 
by  the  Japanese  in  the  war. 

The  cconnmi c 
problems,  then,  are 
capable  of  solution. 
The  Philippines  can 
b  e  m  a  d  e  m  u  c  h 
stronger  and  perma- 
nently stable  if  we 
work  w  ith  the  Fili- 
pinos intelligently 
and  enthusiastically. 
Now  w  hat  about  the 
military  problem? 

We  have  had  one 
experience  in  trying 
to  defend  the  Philip- 
pines against  a  pow  - 
erful, resourceful 
and  determined  in- 
vader. We  suffered  a  shocking  defeat  at  the  hands 
of  the  Japanese  and  only  the  most  extraordinary 
heroism  and  the  eventual  liberation  kept  it  from 
being  entirely  humiliating.  We  shall  be  short- 
sighted, indeed,  if  we  do  not  take  to  heart  the 
lessons  that  can  be  learned  from  this  disaster. 

First,  we  should  have  learned  that  the  islands 
cannot  be  defended  without  massive,  mobile  and 
well-dispersed  air  power.  (Continued  on  page  55} 


Fighting  President 
Ramon  Magsaysay. 


very  n me  a  new  year  rolls  around,  you  hear  a  lot 
about  New  Year's  Resolutions.  And  maybe 
you've  made  a  few  yourself. 
A  lot  of  people  tell  you  they're  going  to  give  up 
smoking;  and  many  a  half-boiled  New  Year's  Eve 
celebrant  bravely  announces  that  he's  going  on  the 
wagon. 

Some  resolve  to  give  up  fattening  foods,  others 
vow  they're  going  to  be  less  extravagant,  and  still 
others  decide  that  from  now  on  they're  always  going 
to  get  out  of  bed  as  soon  as  the  alarm  goes  off  so 
that  they'll  get  to  work  on  time. 

Now  I'm  not  saying  that  there  is  anything  wrong 
with  any  of  these  resolutions,  but  when  you  stop  to 
analyze  most  New  Year's  vows,  you  find  that  they 
are  on  the  negative  side.  They  simply  say  that  the 
person  is  not  going  to  continue  one  or  more  of  his 
petty  vices. 

Meanwhile,  whether  1955  actually  will  be  a  better 
year  for  you  depends  on  things  you  do  that  are  much 
more  positive  and  more  fundamental.  And  believe 
it  or  not,  you  can  make  one  simple  resolution  that  is 
just  bound  to  make  more  of  your  1955  dreams  come 
true.  Here's  what  I  mean,  and  see  if  it  makes  sense 
to  you. 

Suppose  you  were  to  de- 
cide right  now  to  spend  one 
hour  a  week  to  give  your- 
self a  chance  to: 

1.  Define  exactly  what 
you  want  to  accom- 
plish during  the  com- 
ing year. 

Decide  how  you're 
going  to  reach  your 
objectives. 

Check  up  on  yourself 
once  a  week  to  find 
out  how  you're  pro- 
gressing. 
As  a  career  consultant,  I 
have  seen  remarkable  things 
happen  to  men  who  go  into 
a  weekly  huddle  with  themselves,  and  if  you  do  the 
same,  you  too  will  be  utterly  amazed  at  the  progress 
you  are  making.  In  fact,  your  achievements  will 
probably  far  exceed  your  expectations. 

The  first  thing  to  ask  yourself  is,  "What  is  the 
most  important  thing  1  want  to  do  this  year?" 

All  of  us  have  something  we  would  like  to  accom- 
plish during  the  coming  year— more  money,  a  better 
job,  more  friends,  more  leisure— but  un- 
til we  actually  get  it  dow  n  on  paper,  we 
may  not  know  exactly  what  it  is.  An- 
other thing:  putting  it  in  writing  makes 
it  more  certain  of  accomplishment  be- 
cause then  we  begin  to  think  about  how 
we  are  going  to  accomplish  it.  And,  no 
matter  who  you  are— whether  you're 
young  and  just  getting  started,  whether 
you're  middle-aged  but  don't  look  it, 
or  whether  you're  older  but  don't  feel 
it— you'll  be  agreeably  surprised  at  your 
personal  growth,  increased  income, 
greater  happiness  and  satisfaction,  when 


2. 


3. 


Give  more  thought  to  your 
friends,  both  new  and  old. 


Concentrate 
and  ways  ol 


on  your  job 
improving  it. 


you  know  specifically  what  you  are  after  and  exactly  how 
you're  going  to  get  it. 

For  instance,  Bill  Harvey,  a  young  foreman  in  a  midwestern 
cosmetic  factory,  married  and  with  a  new  baby  in  the  family, 
decided  he  was  going  to  have  to  make  more 
money,  and  he  wrote  down  some  specific  plans 
for  getting  it.  He  began  by  reading  up  on  the 
latest  developments  in  factory  production 
methods.  Within  a  few  months,  he  started  to 
introduce  improvements  and  clear  up  bottle- 
necks on  his  own  production  line,  and  within 
a  year  he  was  promoted  to  the  engineering 
department  in  his  company  at  a  nice  increase 
in  salary. 

Then  he  began  taking  some  night  school 
courses  in  engineering  at  a  local  college  and 
in  due  time  he  finished  the  work  for  his  B.S. 
degree  in  Industrial  Engineering.  Some  time 


Can  be 
better! 

Try  making  some  resolutions 
of  things  you're  going  to  do. 


later,  he  phoned  me,  all  excited,  and  told  me  that  he  was 
changing  jobs  because  he  had  "a  wonderful  new  offer"  from 
a  company  he  used  to  work  for. 

"How  did  it  happen?"  I  asked  him. 

"A  former  boss  of  mine  was  in  town  last  week," 
explained  Harvey,  "and  I  invited  him  out  to  the 
house  for  dinner  and  told  him  what  I  was  doing. 
It  just  happened  that  he  was  looking  for  an  in- 
dustrial engineering  manager  and  he  offered  me 
the  job." 

And  this  reminds  us  of  the  importance  of  cul- 
tivating good  friends  who  think  well  of  us. 

It's  not  only  what  you  know,  but  whom  you 
know— and  how  well  you  stand  with  the  people 
you  know  both  within  and  outside  your  organi- 
zation—that has  an  awful  lot  to  do  with  your 
progress  year  in  and  year  out.  So,  don't  forget 
your  old  bosses  and  your  old  friends! 

In  fact,  make  it  a  point,  in  your  plans  for  the 

coming  year, 
not  onlv  to 


Lead  with  your  strong  suit 
so  you  can  do  your  best. 


By  organizing  your  work  you'll 
make  it  easier  for  yourself. 


keep  in  touch 
with  old  friends  but  also 
to  reach  out  and  cultivate 
new  ones.  If  you  wind  up 
the  current  year  with 
more  friends  than  you've 
got  right  now,  this  alone 
will  be  a  mighty  important 
achievement.  For  the 
more  good  friends  you 
have,  the  more  good  job 
offers  you'll  get.  And  even 
though  you  don't  accept 
any  outside  offers,  there's 
nothing  like  a  good  out- 


Don't  try  to 
sell.  Learn 


side  offer  to  give  you  the  courage  you  need  to  do  a  better 
job  and  to  stand  up  for  what  you  believe  in  right  there 
in  your  present  company. 

With  many  men,  the  main  problem  is  that  they  are 
"snowed  under"  so  much  of  the  time. 

Tom  Nutley,  a  general  office  manager  and  controller 
for  a  large  eastern  manufacturer,  found  that  he  was 
"behind"  in  his  work  most  of  the  time  and  it  wasn't  un- 
usual at  all  for  him  to  take  home  a  packed  briefcase  over 
the  weekend  in  order  to  get  caught  up. 

He  knew  that  he  had  a  very  small  chance  of  landing 
a  bigger  job  in  his  organization  until  he  had  proved  that 
he  was  "on  top"  of  his 
present  job.  So  he  decided 
to  "take  the  bull  by  the 
horns  and  do  something 
about  it." 

He  had  had  a  lot  of 
formal  training  in  account- 
ing and  finance  and  was 
strong  in  these  fields.  But 
he  was  weak  on  business 
organization  and  manage- 
ment. So  he  began  to  study 
some  of  the  standard  text- 
books on  these  subjects, 
and  it  soon  dawned  on  him 
that  he  had  too  many 

people  reporting  to  him  and  that  he  w  asn't  delegating 
enough  work  to  his  first-line  assistants. 

He  cut  down  on  the  number  of  people  reporting  to 
him  to  four.  He  began  to  delegate  more  work  to  these 
four  assistants  and  to  "let  them  alone  to  do  it,"  instead 
of  checking  up  on  them  every  hour  of  the  day.  And, 
most  important,  he  began  to  train  his  assistants  to  work 
out  their  own  problems  for  them- 
selves and  then  to  come  to  him 
with  recommended  solutions  to 
their  problems  instead  of  just 
dumping  their  problems  into  his 
lap. 

In  staff  meetings  he  began  to 
contribute  sensible  ideas  to  man- 
agement that  showed  he  was 
"looking  ahead  along  broad  lines" 
instead  of  "being  buried  in  the  de- 
tails of  his  job,"  and  it  wasn't 
long  before  the  treasurer  took  no- 
tice of  all  this.  In  less  than  two 
years  Tom  Nutley  was  advanced 
to  the  job  of  assistant  treasurer 
with  a  substantial  boost  in  salary. 
Let's  face  it.  A  great  many  ex- 
ecutives are  "overworked"  and  their  chances  for  advance- 
ment are  practically  nil.  And  it's  largely  their  own  fault. 
It's  their  own  fault  because  they  have  not  learned  how- 
to  perform  the  primary  functions  that  any  good  execu- 
tive worthy  of  the  name  is  supposed  to  perform  in  the 
first  place— planning  work  in  advance,  delegating  work- 
to  assistants,  training  them  to  carry  it  out. 

Some  executives  don't  even  think  it's  safe  for  them 
to  take  a  vacation.  And  when  they  do  take  a  few  weeks 
off,  the>r  worry  about  how  things  are  going  along  with- 
out them,  and  they're  always  just  a  little  bit  surprised 
and  sometimes  even  a  little  bit  disappointed  when  they 
return  to  find  the  business  running  so  well. 

( Continued  on  page  61 ) 


do  everything  your 
to  share  the  work 
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Course  o£  tlie  voyage 
from  south  of  Chicago 
to  New  York  harbor. 
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The  author  and  his  sons,  liill  and  Mike, 
in  the  waters  off  Staten  Island.  N.  Y. 

y  sons  and  i  have  turned  to  the  routes  of  America's 
early  explorers  for  our  vacations. 

W  here  Charriplain,  LaSalle,  Marquette  and  Jolict, 
Lewis  and  Clark  used  canoes  to  extend  the  frontiers  of  geo- 
graphic knowledge,  we  use  an  outboard-motor-powered 
boat  for  what,  to  us,  is  the  most  enjoyable  and  satisfying  and 
least  expensive  of  any  method  yet  discovered  for  "getting 
away  from  it  all." 

Our  logbook  to  date  can  be  summarized  as  follows: 

1952:  Rockford,  III.,  to  Vicksburg  Miss.,  via  the  Rock 
and  Mississippi  Rivers— 1,400  miles. 

195  3:  Great  Falls,  Mont.,  to  Lewiston,  N.  D.,  via  the  upper 
Missouri  River— 900  miles;  and  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  to  Savan- 
na, 111.,  via  the  upper  Mississippi— 375  miles. 

1954:  Morris,  111.,  to  New  York  City,  via  the  Great  Lakes 
and  a  number  of  rivers— 2,000  miles. 

On  the  water,  away  from  crowded  highways  and  apart 
from  those  persons  we  now  somewhat  condescendingly  refer 
to  as  "tourists,"  we  have  found  a  relaxation  that  is  all  too 
uncommon  in  today  's  hectic  age. 

We  have  seen  natural  beauty  available  only  to  the  water- 


itAt EN 
I  S  I  A  N  0 


The  odyssey  of  three  in  a  boat  for 
twenty- nine  days  on  a  prairies- to  - 
the-sea  vacation. 


borne.  We  have  shared  a  natural  heritage,  our  waterways, 
that  belongs  to  all  the  people  but  has  been  neglected  by 
most.  We  have  become  intimately  acquainted  with  sandbars, 
beaches,  misty  horizons,  tides  and  currents,  river  bluffs  as 
the  rivers  know  them,  and  uninhabited  islands.  We  have 
gone  for  days  without  seeing  another  human  being.  But  we 
have  made  friends  with  a  kind  of  people  and  a  type  of  place 
we  did  not  suspect  existed.  And  my  sons— Bill  is  now  12  and 
Mike  is  9— and  I  have  come  to  know  each  other  as  I  believe 
we  actually  are— that  is,  as  we  are  when  unencumbered  by 
tlie  possibly  necessary  artificialities  of  a  complex  civilization. 

Our  taking  to  the  waterways  had  its  beginning  on  a 
Wednesday  afternoon  in 
July  of  1952,  when,  sitting 
in  my  law  office  in  Rock- 
ford,  111.,  I  said  to  myself: 

"We're  going  to  do  it— 
and  we're  going  to  do  it  this 
Saturday." 

At  about  1  p.m.  that  Sat- 
urday, 1  bought  a  second- 
hand 14-foot  open  boat  and 
a  used  five-horsepower  out- 
board motor  for  a  total  ex- 
penditure of  $250.  At  about 
3  p.m.,  Bill,  Mike  and  I  slid 
our  craft  into  the  Rock 

River,  which  flow  s  through  the  business  district  of  our  home 
town. 

Twenty  days  later  we  beached  the  boat  on  the  Mississippi 
River  shore  near  Vicksburg. 

The  next  summer,  Bill,  Mike  and  I,  in  Great  Falls,  Mont., 
on  what  for  me  was  a  combined  business  and  vacation  trip, 


Jbingiiig  in  the  hay,  Quebec. 


18 


By  WILLIAM  E.  COLLINS 


contracted  river  fever  again.  We  located  and  bought  a  1 2- 
foot  aluminum  boat  and  a  15-horsepower  motor  (our  first 
boat  had  been  disposed  of)  and  water-toured  the  western 
badlands  via  the  upper  Missouri,  into  North  Dakota.  Then, 
seeking  a  change  of  scenery,  we  shipped  the  rig  by  rail  to 
Minneapolis  and  descended  the  upper  .Mississippi  into  Illinois. 

Last  July  3,  we  trailed  our  boat 
from  our  home  town  to  the  Illinois 
River  and  launched  near  the  town  of 
Morris,  111.  On  July  31,  we  tied  up  at 
a  dock  on  Staten  Island,  X.  V.  Our 
route  had  taken  us  up  the  Illinois  and 
the  Lakes-to-Gulf  Waterway  to  Chi- 
cago; along  the  western  shore  of  Lake 
Michigan;  through  Lake  Huron's 
North  Channel  and  Georgian  Bay; 
across  the  lower  part  of  eastern 
Canada  via  the  Trent-Severn  Water- 
way; to  a  point  near  Quebec  via  the 
St.  Lawrence  River;  down  the  Riche- 
lieu River  to  Lake  Champlain;  down 
the  Hudson  River  to  New  York. 

When  we  started  on  our  prairics- 
to-the-sea  trip,  I  had  $300  in  travelers 

checks  in  my  wallet.  When  we  arrived  in  New  York,  I  had 
$20  left.  The  $280  we  spent  represented  the  total  cost  of  a 
29-day  vacation  for  three  persons;  it  covered  all  our  expen- 
ditures for  food  and  lodging,  fuel  for  the  outboard  and  a 
few  beers  for  me. 

After  our  third  year  on  the  waterways,  after  our  third 
season  as  $3-per-day  "yachtsmen,"  I  believe  I  can  offer  the 
harried,  ordinary  American  guy  an  idea  or  two  for  planning 
a  vacation  which  I  firmly  believe  would  return  a  raving 
maniac  to  his  senses  in  a  few  days'  time.  On  the  basis  of  the 
experiences  of  my  sons  and  myself,  I  can  answer  such  ques- 
tions as: 

How  do  you  get  started?  How  about  maps  and  charts? 
^  hat  about  food  and  other  provisions?  What  about  fuel, 
spare  parts,  tools,  camping  equipment? 

Thinking  back  on  the  past  three  summers,  the  incidents 
of  the  1954  trip  come  to  mind  the  most  readily.  But  then 
there's  the  remembrance  of  something  a  self-styled  "river 
rat"  told  me  at  Cape  Girardeau  on  the  Mississippi  in  1952; 
and  then  I  think  of  the  majestic  sweep  of  the  upper  Missouri 


Fort  Ticonderoga. 


through  the  Montana  badlands  as  I  remember  scenes  from 
our  1953  excursion. 

Let  me  tell  the  rest  of  this  story  in  that  framework,  basing 
it  on  our  Illinois-to-New  York  trip,  but  with  an  occasional 
flashback  to  the  Mississippi  and  the  Missouri. 

To  put  the  whole  thing  in  perspective,  however,  1  believe 
w  e  should  start  somew  hat  earlier  in  point  of  time. 

1  suppose  I  started  planning  waterway  vacations  as  a  boy— 
and  I  suppose  just  about  everybody  has  made  the  same  sort 
of  plans.  The  dream  of  floating  dow  n  a  river  seems  to  be 
almost  universally  inherent  in  the  American  mind.  The  idea 
was  not  invented  by  Mark  Twain.  In  The  Adventures  of 
Huckleberry  Finn,  he  stated  it  better  than  anybody  before 
or  since,  but  he  did  not  fabricate  it  out  of  nothing. 

As  with  many  persons  who  have  had  that  dream,  I  had  a 
number  of  what  seemed  to  be  highly  practical  considerations 
that  interfered  with  its  being  carried  out.  There  was  the 
matter  of  getting  an  education,  of  getting  set  up  in  the  prac- 
tice of  law,  service  with  the  Marines  in  World  War  II  and 
a  recall  to  service  in  the  Korean  episode.  There  were  still 
plenty  of  reasons  that  I  could  think  of  for  my  remaining 
ashore  three  summers  ago. 

An  advertisement  in  the  local  newspaper  offering  a  used 
rig  for  sale  is  what  really  transformed  the  dream  into  reality 
for  me.  Reading  the  ad  on  Wednesday,  1  decided  that  I 
would  get  launched  on 
a  nautical  vacation  by 
the  end  of  the  week— 
before   something  else 
came  up  that  would 
again  scuttle  the  plan. 

Actually,  the  usual 
interferences  did  arise 
and  by  Saturday  morn- 
ing, I  had  not  been  in 
touch  with  the  man 
who  had  the  boat  and 
motor  for  sale.  I  was 

finally  able  to  get  him  by  'phone  about  noon  of  that  day. 

My  introduction  to  the  technical  side  of  outboarding  ( I 
had  never  operated  an  outboard  motor  before)  was  prob- 
ably the  shortest  short-course  ever.  The  man  explained  that 
you  pulled  the  cord  to  start  the  motor  and  demonstrated 
that  you  steered  by  pushing  the  ( Continued  on  page  SI ) 


Washington  li  ving's  home, 
Tarrytown,  N.  Y. 
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"Lets  have  the  TRUTH  f 

Too  many  people  have  the  notion  that  Americans  must  be  treated  like  babies. 
 By  SEABORN  P.  COLLINS  

NATIONAL   COMMANDER   OF   THE   AMERICAN  LEGION 


Mu>n  hundreds  of  years  ago,  when- 
ever a  messenger  brought  bad 
news  to  a  ruler  lie  could  expect  to 
be  put  to  death.  Even  though  he  told 
the  truth  in  reporting  that  the  ruler's 
armies  had  been  conquered  or  his  ter- 
ritory invaded,  his  reward  was  likely 
to  be  execution. 

Today  we  laugh  about  such  a  peculiar 
concept,  but  have  we  actually  changed 
so  much?  Of  course  we  do  not  kill  the 


who  returned  from  that  hell  where 
33,417  American  boys  lost  their  lives 
and  another  103,269  were  wounded  in 
action,  were  amazed  and  saddened  at 
the  indifference  they  found  at  home. 
Since  that  time  additional  millions  of 
poor,  helpless  souls  have  been  enslaved 
by  the  advance  of  communism,  and 
there  is  no  lack  of  evidence  that  this 
country  is  being  softened  for  commu- 
nist conquest.  It  could  happen  here! 


people  are  not  really  apathetic;  they  are 
confused.  They  have  been  subjected  to 
so  many  lies  and  distortions  that  they 
do  not  know  which  way  to  turn.  And 
only  recently  have  many  Americans 
come  to  the  realization  that  too  often 
their  leaders  have  been  moving  them 
in  the  wrong  direction— generally  off 
to  the  left.  By  "leaders"  I  do  not  mean 
)  List  politicians,  but  also  those  who  are 
sometimes  referred  to  as  "molders  of 


This  is  the  truth  about  "the  brave  new  world"  of  the  reds.  This  scene  Still  there  are  those,  like  these  free-loaders  at  the  Soviet 
lias  been  repeated  countless  times  in  China  and  other  commie  countries.      Embassy  here,  willing  to  Fraternize  with  the  enemy. 


fellow  w  ho  disturbs  our  peace  of  mind 
with  unpleasant  facts,  but  we'd  rather 
have  nothing  to  do  with  such  people. 
And  because  of  that,  we  arc  at  the  pres- 
ent time  in  a  lot  of  trouble. 

For  yrcars,  now,  unpleasant  truths 
have  been  withheld  from  the  American 
public,  w  ith  the  result  that  today  most 
of  the  citizens  of  this  country  are  living 
in  a  dream  world,  blissfully  ignorant 
of  danger  and  unwilling  to  excite  them- 
selves over  anything  except,  possibly, 
the  World  Series  or  a  championship 
fight. 

Probably  the  most  striking  example 
of  the  fantastic  apathy  of  the  public  was 
evident  during  the  Korean  War.  Men 
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But  what  is  the  reaction?  Have 
Americans  called  for  a  relentless  search 
to  seek  out  the  traitors  in  high  and  low 
places?  Has  there  been  a  demand  that 
this  country  waste  no  more  time 
strengthening  its  defenses  so  that  no 
enemy  dare  attack  us?  Has  the  public- 
cried  out  in  anger  against  those  w  ho 
traffic  with  the  enemy?  Have  Ameri- 
cans called  upon  their  political  leaders 
to  stop  wasting  this  nation's  resources 
in  foolish  attempts  to  bribe  friends  and 
influence  enemies? 

You  know  the  answers  to  all  those 
questions,  but  is  it  the  fault  of  the 
people? 

1  submit  that  it  is  not.  The  American 


opinion"— radio  and  TV  commentators, 
authors,  editors,  educators,  clergymen, 
columnists,  and  so  on. 

As  proof  that  the  instincts  of  the 
American  people  are  still  good,  even  if 
their  judgment  has  been  warped  by 
constant  distortions,  consider  the  Sena- 
tor Knowland  episode  of  last  summer. 
You  will  recall  that  the  Senator  made 
the  forthright  statement  that  our  lead- 
ers should  make  it  clear  to  the  world 
that  if  the  United  Nations  admitted  Red 
China  the  United  States  would  walk  out. 

This  was  language  that  Americans 
could  understand.  They  knew  that  the 
Chinese  Reds  had  murdered  many  thou- 
sands of  our  men  in  Korea  ami  didn't 


LET'S  FACE  THESE  UNPLEASANT  FACTS 


see  any  logical  reason  why  these 
murderers  whose  hands  were  still 
bloody  should  be  made  a  part  of 
the  organization  that  had  tried  to 
stop  their  unprovoked  assault.  So 
when  the  Senator  spoke  out,  the 
general  public  cheered.  They  ap- 
plauded this  refreshing  change 
from  the  displomatic  double-talk 
that  always  seemed  to  result  in 
more  communist  victories.  It  was 
straight  talk,  in  the  spirit  that  had 
coined  such  deathless  phrases  as 
"Don't  tread  on  me,"  and  "My 
country,  right  or  wrong." 

The  roar  of  approval  not  only 
showed  that  Americans  favored 
what  Senator  Know  land  said  and 
how  he  said  it;  it  had  another 
effect.  You  will  recall  that  soon 
after  this  episode,  the  powerful 
move  that  was  under  way  to  force 
Red  China's  admission  into  the  UN 
ground  to  a  halt.  And  the  best  efforts 
of  the  distortionists  to  shout  down 
Senator  Knowland  and  argue  that  we 
had  to  deal  with  the  red  regime  of  Mao 
could  not  get  the  red  steamroller  mov- 
ing again.  For  the  time  being,  at  least, 
we  won't  have  another  red  government 
to  cope  with  in  the  United  Nations. 

I  have  an  idea  that  many  in  this  coun- 
try were  surprised  at  the  way  in  which 
the  American  people  roared  their  ap- 
proval of  Senator  Knowland's  stand. 
Accustomed  to  using  a  namby-pamby 
approach  in  our  foreign  policy  for  so 
many  years,  an  approach  that  smacks 
of  a  national  inferiority  complex,  our 
diplomats  and  politicians  were  probably 
confounded  to  find  that  the  American 
public  reacted  to  the  truth  with  so 
much  vigor  and  approval. 

We  of  The  American  Legion  could 
have  told  them  as  much.  Indeed,  there 
is  statistical  proof  available.  Ever  since 
this  organization  was  founded  it  has 
made  a  practice  of  speaking  plainly  on 
issues  that  concern  America  generally 
and  American  veterans  in  particular.  It 
has  never  worried  much  about  possible 
public  reaction  to  a  policy  when  it  has 
(Continued  on  page  49) 


1.  There  are  800,000,000  people  under 
com  in  unist  domination. 

2.  These  masses  plus  other  hundreds  of 
millions  of  "neutralists"  place  the  free 
world  at  a  numerical  disadvantage. 

• 

3.  Once-dependable  allies  have  wavered 
to  such  an  extent  that  a  "reappraisal" 
seems  necessary. 

4.  We  have  spent  many  billions  of  dollars 
in  a  vain  effort  to  buy  friends. 

5.  We  have  been  outwitted  and  outma- 
lieuvercd  time  and  again  in  our  deal- 
ings with  the  Soviet  and  its  satellites. 

• 

6.  Seeing  these  things,  millions'of  people 
we  hoped  to  have  on  our  side  have  be- 
come neutralists,  of  no  use  to  us. 

• 

7.  Because  of  all  these  things,  we  do  not 
command  tlie  respect  we  once  did  in 
our  dealings  with  other  nations. 

• 

8.  As  a  people  we  seem  to  know  little 
about  the  true  nature  of  communism 
and  we  seem  to  care  less.  And  included 
among  the  most  ignorant  are  some 
who  have  been  exposed  to  a  lot  of 
education  and  are  holding  down  re- 
sponsible positions. 

9.  A  communist  can  appear  to  be  a  clean- 
cut  American,  of  good  family,  pleasant 
personality,  excellent  education  and 
good  position. 

10.  A  pro-communist  can  be  the  same  if 
not  more  so. 

11.  The  number  of  communists  in  this 
country  may  be  small  but  there  are 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  dupes,  pro- 


communists  who  wittingly  or  unwit- 
tingly do  an  excellent  job  in  their  be- 
half. 

• 

12.  Our  government  was  infiltrated  by 
communists  and  their  dupes.  And  they 
still  wield  a  lot  of  influence. 

13.  Communists  also  moved  into  schools 
and  churches,  where  they  exert  a  great 
deal  of  influence  and  are  protected  by 
innocents  who  v  ill  not  be  convinced 
that  these  people  who  would  destroy 
education  and  religion  are  doing  the 
Kremlin's  dirty  work. 

• 

14.  The  communists  have  a  formidable 
group  of  allies  in  a  segment  of  "name" 
writers,  actors,  speakers,  columnists 
and  radio  commentators  they  can 
count  on  to  follow  knowingly  or  other- 
wise the  wishes  of  red  "cultural"  leaders. 

• 

15.  We  have  among  us  many  who  are  will- 
ing to  traffic  with  the  communists, 
buying  their  merchandise  and  selling 
them  the  things  they  need.  To  such 
people  it  is  immaterial  that  someday 
there  will  be  an  extra  dividend  in 
American  blood. 

• 

16.  Intercourse  of  any  kind  with  the  Soviet 
and  its  satellites  means  less  hope  for 
enslaved  peoples  who  take  it  for 
granted  that  when  we  trade  with  reds 
we  approve  of  them. 

17.  Some  of  our  leaders,  past  and  present, 
are  not  the  giants  we  have  been  led  to 
believe. 

• 

18.  The  United  Nations  has  its  uses  but  it 
is  by  no  means  the  solution  to  all  the 
world's  ills. 


Interminable  sessions  at  Panmunjom  showed  the  reds  in  their  true  colors. 

But  despite  such  evidence  and  the  truth  about  the  reds  as  proclaimed  by  these  men  who 
know  them  through  firsthand  experience,  many  persist  in  repeating  past  mistakes. 


Senator  General  General 

William  F.  Knowland     Douglas  MacArthur  Mark  W.  Glark 


General 
George  Stratemeyer 


The  new 


In  1945  a  big  change  was  made 
in  the  Ford  management,  and  the 
mission  was  to  "move  out." 


With  billions  at  stake,  long-range  planning  is  essential. 


hundred  years  from  now,  scholars 
I  who  undertake  to  summarize 
I  American  industrial  history  may 
look  back  on  the  performance  of  the 
Ford  Motor  Company  in  the  decade 
following  W  orld  War  II  and  remark 
that  there,  absolutely,  was  one  for  the 
books. 

And  so  it  is.  In  the  spring  of  1946, 
the  giant  company  was  $52  million  in 
the  hole  and  as  each  month  passed,  a 
further  loss  of  $9  million  was  being  in- 
scribed in  the  ledgers.  The  company 
w  as  building  but  22  out  of  every  100 
cars  produced  by  the  auto  industry— a 
handsome  share  of  an  immense  market, 
true,  but  far  below  the  years  when  Ford 
had  sold  up  to  50  of  every  100  cars. 

Clearly,  the  company  was  in  a  state 
of  industrial  decay.  Its  plants  were  be- 
coming almost  primitive  by  existing 
standards,  and  the  company  was  strug- 
gling to  move  out  of  the  "owner-man- 
ager" era  into  the  more  enlightened  age 
of  the  "employee-manager." 

But  by  1954  an  enormous  change  had 
been  wrought.  Ford  was  in  the  closing 
stages  of  a  $1.6  billion  expansion  and 
modernization  program,  financed  en- 
tirely  out  of  earnings,  and  there  was 
talk  of  inaugurating  another  expansion 
program  that  would  surpass  in  dollars 
even  that  impressive  total. 

In  1954  Ford  would  account  for 
about  30  percent  of  total  car  sales— and 
that  in  a  year  when  the  industry  was 
neither  unbalanced  by  war  production 
nor  feeding  out  of  a  backlog  of  orders 
created  by  war  shortages. 

In  1954  the  Dearborn  auto  producer 
employed  about  175,000  persons  and 
paid  them  about  $1  billion  in  wages. 

Its  Ford  Division  had  6,400  dealers, 


its  Lincoln-Mercury  Division, 
1,700.  By  and  large  they  make 
up  one  of  the  most  loyal  dealer 
bodies  in  the  industry,  with  a 
record  to  prove  that  they  bow 
to  nobody  in  the  hotly  competi- 
tive field  of  auto  salesmanship. 

The  company's  gross  sales  in 
1954  would  be  somewhere  near 
$4.5  billion.  And  the  prospects 
of  further  improvement  were 
better  than  ever. 

Those  same  future  scholars 
will  have  an  easier  time  explain- 
ing in  detail  the  company's  re- 
covery   than    do  present-day 
reporters,  because   Ford's  full 
records  then,  presumably,  will 
be  available  for  study.  In  1954 
executives  comment  quite  freely  on 
many  facets  of  their  operations,  with 
one  notable  exception:  Financial  mat- 
ters. Ford  is  still  privately  owned;  there- 
fore, not  required  to  account  publicly 
for  dollar  income  and  dollar  outlay. 

On  the  other  hand,  while  financial 
records  may  be  available  in  the  year 
2054,  the  businessmen  who  brought 
Ford  back  to  life  will  not  be.  That  is 
not  to  say  that  they  are  exactly  easy 
to  sec  today.  They're  too  busy  assem- 
bling and  selling  cars  and  trucks  to  de- 
vote much  time  to  reporters,  a  condi- 
tion that  has  dismayed  more  than  a  few 
Detroit  newsmen  during  the  decade 
under  discussion.  But  Ford  officials  oc- 
casionally have  exposed  themselves  to 
question-and-answer  periods,  and  those 
sessions  have  been  augmented  by  the 
efforts  of  the  ex-newspapermen  who 
staff  the  Ford  new  s  department,  so  that 
a  good  share  of  the  Ford  story  is  now 
on  record. 


The  Ford  brothers,  Benson,  Henry  (stand- 
ing), and  William.  The  paintings  show 
their  grandfather  Henry  and  father  Edsel. 

The  Ford  Motor  Co.  of  a  decade  ago 
could  not  be  compared  precisely  with 
the  phoenix,  because  Ford  had  not  been 
reduced  completely  to  ashes.  It  was, 
however,  well  singed  around  the  tail- 
feathers. 

It  was  coming  out  from  under  a  mas- 
sive war  effort,  burdened  by  manage- 
ment tactics  that  had  undoubtedly  con- 
tributed greatly  to  company  progress 
in  earlier  years  but  did  little  to  advance 
Ford  in  1945.  The  company  was  still 
under  the  considerable  influence  of  its 
founder— a  man  not  inclined  to  change 
his  ways  simply  because  all  else  around 
him  was  changing.  The  late  Henry 
Ford  had  closed  his  grip  on  the  com- 
pany in  1919  when  he  and  his  son,  Edsel, 
became  sole  owners.  He  never  really 
relinquished  control  until  September, 
1945,  when  his  eldest  grandson,  Henry 
Ford  II  (who  was  then  28),  was  named 
president. 

(The    story    is    told    that  young 
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FORD  DRIVE 


Ford's  gigantic  Rouge  plant  and,  at  right,  the  primitive  assembly 
line  set  up  l>\  Henn  lord  in  191U  at  the  Highland  Park  plant. 


Henry's  mother,  (Mrs.  Edsel  Ford,  re- 
membering Edsel  Ford's  tentative  hold 
on  the  reins  when  he  served  as  president 
from  1919  to  1943  under  the  domination 
of  his  father  and  his  father's  No.  1  lieu- 
tenant, Harry  Bennett,  warned  that  un- 
less the  younger  Ford  became  president 
in  fact  as  well  as  in  name,  she  would 
throw  her  stock  holdings  on  the  public 
market.) 

Henry  Ford  was  not  guided  by  mod- 
ern management  philosophy.  As  is  well 


known,  he  pursued  for  years  an  almost 
hopeless  ambition:  To  make  his  com- 
pany wholly  self-sufficient,  so  that  he 
need  not  rely  on  outside  suppliers  and 
could  protect  himself  against  any  at- 
tempt —  imagined  or  otherwise  —  by 
bankers  to  take  over  partial  or  full 
control  of  the  company.  Over  the  years, 
of  course,  that  effort  to  achieve  indus- 
trial independence  created,  not  a  com- 
pany devoted  to  the  manufacture  of 
automotive  vehicles,  but  rather,  a  parent 


1955  Ford  Fairlane  Crown  Victoria. 


company  whose  feet  constantly  became 
entangled  in  its  offspring  enterprises. 
Henry  Ford  beyond  doubt  was  a  me- 
chanical and  production  genius  in  an 
era  when  rugged  individualism  was 
needed  and  was  in  vogue.  But  a  good 
many  of  the  ideas  he  had  in  1903,  when 
he  formed  his  company,  were  still  fun- 
damental in  his  thinking  during  the  '30s 
and  '40s.  In  the  interim,  other  men  and 
their  thinking  had  changed. 

When  Henry  Ford  II  moved  into  the 
presidency  the  company  was  on  the 
way  to  collapse,  even  though  it  was 
capitalized  at  nearly  a  billion  dollars. 
Ford's  condition  was  so  desperate  that 
the  new  management  seriously  consid- 
ered going  to  the  banks  for  help— an 
action  that  doubtless  would  have  en- 
raged the  elder  Ford,  who  distrusted 
(•Continued  on  page  44) 
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Billion  Dollar 
Junk  Piles 

Military  surplus  is  still  pouring 
into  trade  channels  and  millions 
are  being  made  by  canny  dealers. 


sk  louis  wolfson,  the  Florida  financier  who 
is  now  contending  with  Sewell  Avery  for 
control  of  Montgomery  Ward,  how  he 
got  his  start. 

The  odds  are,  he  will  admit  that  an  un-head- 
lined  $4,250,000  profit  derived  from  selling  a 
surplus  Jacksonville,  Florida,  shipyard  gave  him 
a  considerable  nudge  in  the  right  direction.  It 
cost  the  government  $19  million  —  YVolfson, 
$1,926,500. 

The  fact  is,  highly  publicized  profits  made 
from  military  surplus  deals  negotiated  imme- 


This  Jacksonville  shipyard  made  quick 
millions  lor  promoter  Louis  Wollson. 

diately  after  World  War  II  have  obscured 
from  the  American  public  the  "run  of  the 
mill"  millions  still  being  made  daily  in  a  gi- 
gantic business  as  permanent  as  the  cold  war. 
And  that,  unfortunately,  seems  relatively  per- 
manent. 

Surplus  dealers  w  ishing  to  discourage  new 
entries  into  their  ranks  are  quite  happy  that 
notorious  past  bonanzas  have  depreciated  the 
news  value  of  a  business  booming  to  the  tune 
of  a  cool  S3  billion  worth  of  U.S.  property 
knocked  down  to  the  highest  bidder  before 
Jan.  1,  1955.  "Knocked  down"  is  the  literal 
truth,  since  the  government  got  back  about 
seven  cents  on  the  dollar. 

Of  course  the  spectacular  windfalls  reported 
in  the  press  did  make  awesome  reading.  Actu- 
ally, surplus  men  can  match  these  stories  of 
jackpot  profits— "fool's  gold,"  they  call  it— with 
hundreds  of  equally  juicy  accounts. 

Like  the  dealer  who  bought  5,443  combat 
planes  at  the  Kingman,  Arizona,  Air  Force  base, 
but  received  5,481— a  gift  through  error  of  38 
planes  which  the  government  reportedly  could 
not  legally  recover. 

To  top  this  off— the  same  buyer  also  received 
free  $500,000  worth  of  aviation  gasoline,  hy- 
draulic fluid,  and  oil  which  surplus  custodians 
had  neglected  to  drain  from  the  planes. 

Then  there  is  the  classic  yarn  about  the 
Texas  farmer  who  tried  to  wiggle  out  of  a 
$6.89  bid  he  had  been  awarded  for  168  air- 
craft computers.  Surplus  authorities  would  not 
be  moved  by  pleas  that  he  had  "thought"  the 
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Goods  that  cost  the  government  a  lot  of  money  are  offered  at  ridiculous  prices. 


computers  were  made  of  cardboard, 
instead  of  weighing  770  pounds  apiece 
and  costing  $4,000  just  to  move. 

The  desperate  farmer  decided  to 
make  his  last  tearful  attempt  to  get  out 
from  under  by  calling  up  top  Air  Force 
supply  officials  at  Wright  Field.  They 
quickly  realized  that  an  embarrassing 
error  had  been  made  and  offered  $63,- 
000  for  the  return  of  the  computers. 

He  barely  had  the  strength  to  agree. 


If  he  had  only  known  that  they  had 
been  erroneously  marked  surplus  and 
had  cost  the  Air  Force  $7,200  each— or 
$1,209,600  in  all! 

In  a  less  whacky  way  this  story  has 
been  repeated  thousands  of  times.  For 
example,  when  the  Korean  War  broke 
out  the  Quartermaster  Corps  sent  out 
70  buying  teams  to  buy  back  millions 
of  dollars'  worth  of  materiel  from  sur- 
plus dealers.  And  no  veteran  surplus 
man  will  bat  an  eye  while  shipping  mer- 
chandise to  the  original  manufacturer 
for  its  second  trip  to  the  government. 

But  captivating  anecdotes  cannot  ex- 
plain how  —  or  why  —  the  nation's  sur- 
plus dealers'  organization  could  crowd 
Madison  Square  Garden  in  only  its 
third  annual  convention. 

Nor  can  they  explain  the  existence  of 
4,000  dealers  (not  including  handlers 
of  scrap  metal,  second-hand  machinery, 
old  clothes,  and  other  related  types) 
currently  transacting  sales  totaling  $600 
million  in  1954. 

Nor  do  they  explain  why  men  with 
technical  know-how  and  business  sense 
continue  to  be  drawn  to  the  industry's 
manifold  opportunities. 

A  quick  over-all  view  will  put  the 
industry  in  proper  perspective: 

Political  experts  envisage  no  imme- 
diate end  to  the  cold  war  burdening 
the  entire  world.  Governmental  expen- 
ditures for  war  materiel  have  continued 
to  rise  ever  since  Korea— and  even  after 
actual  fighting  ceased. 

Witness  the  U.  S.  military  budget  for 
1950,  the  year  the  Korean  War  started 
—"only"  $17.8  billion.  The  total  zoomed 
to  $47.2  billion  in  1952  and  to  $53.2 
billion  in  1953,  the  year  the  war  ended. 


This  year's  budget  totaled  $57.3  billion. 

The  Eisenhower  administration  is  at- 
tempting to  pare  the  1955  figure  to 
$46.1  billion,  a  drop  of  $11.2  billion.  But 
the  surplus  business  isn't  worried  and 
even  top  Republicans  admit  there  might 
be  more  slogan  than  slash  in  the  adver- 
tised figure. 

No  wonder  there  are  lush  years  ahead 
for  surplus  men— since  the  rate  of  ob- 
solence   of  military  equipment  is  so 


breathtakingly  rapid  that  a  first-line  air- 
plane one  year  can  be  on  the  scrap  heap 
the  next. 

And  no  wonder  men  with  technical 
training  —  and  business  experience  —  are 
almost  certain  of  success  in  an  industry 
mostly  staffed  by  former  scrap  and  junk 
dealers  whose  only  measure  of  value  is 
apt  to  be  weight.  It's  as  easy  as  that. 


Civil  War  ordnance  is  still  being  sold  b\ 
the  Bannerman  firm  in  New  York  City. 


An  indication  of  existing  opportuni- 
ties for  technically  trained  people  is 
contained  in  the  following  figures:  In 
1953  electronics  equipment  was  sold 
for  six-tenths  of  1  percent  of  cost,  hard- 
ware for  52  percent  of  cost. 

This  vast  discrepancy  can  be  ascribed 
only  partially  to  the  lack  of  civilian  ap- 
preciation of  some  military  electronics 
equipment.  The  major  reason  seems  to 
be  a  general  profitable  ignorance  which 
places  weight  above  any  other  factor 
in  determining  the  value  of  unknown 
quantities.  (The  dealer  reasons,  "I  can't 


go  w  rong  if  my  bid  is  no  higher  than 
the  scrap  value.") 

But  the  scrap-dealer  era  is  already 
crumbling  as  more  and  more  technically 
proficient  businessmen  enter  the  field- 
to  the  profit,  incidentally,  of  the  Ameri- 
can taxpayer. 

So  let  us  follow  the  steps  of  a  new- 
style  dealer  as  he  learns  the  ropes  of 
this  fabulous  industry. 

If  he  lives  on  the  Pacific  Coast  he 
might  very  well  attend  his  first  "classes" 
at  the  Navy's  busiest  supply  installation, 
California's  Oakland  Naval  Supply 
Center. 

After  simply  identifying  himself  with 
a  driver's  license  to  get  a  pass,  he  enters 
the  gates  of  the  Navy's  supply  dread- 
nought. Here  7,000  employees  work 
on  the  docks  and  in  the  warehouses 
and  offices  of  a  "city  of  logistics."  Here 
he  is  told  that  the  Center's  "annex"  in 
Stockton,  California,  is  three  times  the 
size  of  its  parent.  Here  he  learns  that 
almost  100  workers  are  needed  to  proc- 
ess the  $12  million  worth  of  surplus 
handled  every  month. 

He  inspects  a  newspaper,  "Disposal 
Newsletter,"  that  is  sent  out  free  to 
interested  dealers.  He  notes  what  is 
termed  the  "Buy  of  the  Month"  head- 
lined—$1,400,000  worth  of  unused  shirts, 
trousers,  underwear  to  be  disposed  of 
in  one  of  the  many  sales  advertised.  Ac- 
tually, catalogs  go  out  from  the  Center 
to  dealers  throughout  the  country  at 
the  rate  of  one  new  listing  a  day. 

Our  freshman  then  signs  up  to  be 
placed  on  the  mailing  list  so  that  he  too 
will  be  informed  about  future  sales  of 
any  category— or  all  categories— of  mer- 
chandise. This  is  his  first  commitment. 
But  also  it  could  very  well  be  the  most 
crucial  business  decision  he  ever  makes. 

For  this  decision  hinges  on  his  answer 
to  the  question,  should  he  specialize  in 
one  commodity,  a  group  of  commodi- 
ties, or  in  "anything  that  conies  up"? 
And  the  answer  may  very  well  point  to 
success  or  failure. 

The  temptation  to  deal  in  "every- 
( Continued  on  page  51 ) 


The  latest  electronic  equipment  today 
becomes  the  surplus  goods  ol  tomorrow. 
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Thousands  of  dealers  swarm  in  on  big  trade  meetings  like  this  one  in  New  York. 


When  is  an  Old  House  a  Bargain  ? 


The  price  may  he  low  hu(  it'  you  don'i  know 
what  you're  buying  i(  can  end  up  as  a  costly  deal. 


By  ROBERT  SCHARFF 

"#\HOULI)  VVE  Bu>  ;1  ',"us<--' 

^  is  a  problem  facing  many  families 
^  across  rlie  country  today.  It  would 
be  wonderful  indeed  if  there  were  a 
simple  yes  or  no  answer  to  this  perplex- 
ing question.  There  isn't,  how  ever,  since 
too  many  variable  factors  must  be  con- 
sidered. Rut  if  this  is  your  problem, 
there  are  several  substantial  guide-posts 
to  help  you  reach  an  intelligent  decision. 

After  World  War  II,  thousands  of 
cx-GIs  bought  brand-new  minimum 
houses.  Nine  years  and  several  children 
later,  these  same  dream  homes  offer  a 
serious  space  problem.  Those  w  ho  have 
homes  w  ith  real  expansion  possibilities 
(sec  the  April  1954  issue  of  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  Magazine)  have  no  worries. 
But  for  the  others,  the  only  answer  is  a 
bigger  house.  If  your  budget  permits,  the 
best  solution  is  a  larger  new  house.  But 
if  it  doesn't,  your  only  hope  is  in  a  big, 
old  house.  For  here,  a  buyer  usually 
w  ill  get  the  most  space  for  his  dollar. 

Space  isn't  the  only  advantage  of  an 
old  house.  Often  the  house  will  have 


many  attractive  construction  details, 
like  quality  woods,  bay  windows  and 
other  architectural  extras  that  would 
be  costly  to  duplicate  today.  You  may 
have  the  advantage  of  existing  land- 
scaping and  a  large  lot.  Utilities  are  in 
and  paid  for.  Churches,  schools,  shop- 
ping centers,  transportation  and  other 


Take  a  look  at  flashing, 
guiiei  s  and  downspouts. 


facilities  are  established— not  just  con- 
templated, as  in  newer  areas. 

Yes,  an  old  house  can  be  a  real  gem 
—or  a  lemon.  Unlike  a  person,  a  house 
i.-,  not  young  at  25  or  30  years.  That  is 


when  it  begins  to  be  considered  old.  If 
it  has  been  well  maintained,  it  should 
be  sound  and  livable  and  continue  so 
for  many  years.  But,  in  appraising  its 
worth,  there  arc  four  factors  to  keep 
in  mind:  (1)  location;  (2)  structural 
condition;  (3)  present  floor  plan;  (4) 
economics  of  remodeling. 

When  you  start  old-house  hunting, 
look  first  at  the  neighborhood.  Is  it  im- 
proving or  declining?  If  new  houses 
of  good  quality  arc  going  up  in  the 
vicinity  and  existing  houses  are  being 
improved  ami  well  maintained,  prop- 
erty should  retain  its  value  for  quite 
some  time.  .Make  sure  zoning  restric- 
tions protect  the  section  by  specifying 
size  of  houses  and  lots,  and  bar  com- 
mercial building.  Consider  also  the  con- 
dition of  roads  anil  sidewalks,  street 
lighting,  fire  and  police,  schools,  trans- 
portation, existing  utilities  (electricity, 
gas,  water  supply  and  sewage  disposal) 
and  trash  collection.  If  your  investiga- 
tion indicates  a  neighborhood  on  the 
dow  ngrade,  look  elsewhere. 

Let's  assume  you  have  found  a  house 
that  you  and  your  family  like,  the 
neighborhood  is  what  you  want  and  the 
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Check  the  condition  of 
basement  walls  and  floors. 


price  is  right.  Your  next  step  is  to 
determine  w  hether  it  is  structur- 
ally sound  or  not.  As  a  prospective 
buyer  of  a  house,  you  are  at  a  dis- 
advantage in  that  there  are  many 
parts  of  the  structure  you  can't  see. 
But  one  factor  working  in  your 
favor  is  that  whatever  may  have 
been  wrong  with  the  house  initially 
has  had  time  to  ripen.  Any  defects 
will  have  become  apparent  in  the 
course  of  time,  and  you  should 
have  no  trouble  locating  flaws  if 
you  know  where  to  look. 

The  basement  is  perhaps  the  best 
place  to  observe  the  structure  of 
the  house,  to  diagnose  any  defects 
and  determine  the  extent  of  trouble. 
Are    the    foundation    walls  cracked? 
Small  ones  can  be  patched,  but  severe 
cracks  generally  are  symptoms  of  faulty 
construction.   Is  there  any  indication 
that  the  foundation  walls  have  started 
to  sag?  Are  there  any  water  marks  on 
the  walls?  Is  the  air  musty?  Open  the 
windows  (metal  framed  ones  are  best); 
if  they  stick,  it  may  mean  excessive 
pressure  on  the  sill  or  that  the  house 
has  settled  to  some  extent. 

Look  at  the  condition  of  the  base- 


ment floor.  Concrete  floors  are  some- 
times broken  up  by  pressure  due  to 
water  displacement.  Not  all  base- 
ment floors  are  put  in  over  an  ade- 
quate cinder  fill,  and  frequently  the 
floor  is  too  thin.  Tap  the  floor  lightly 
with  a  stick.  If  the  sound  of  the  tap- 
ping is  uniformly  flat  the  chances  are 
the  concrete  is  of  sufficient  thickness 
and  is  over  a  tamped  cinder  fill.  But 
if  there  is  a  hollow  sound  at  any 
point  it  means  that  either  the  slab  is 
thin  at  this  point  or  the  ground  un- 
derneath has  settled  away,  leaving  it 
unsupported.  If  the  area  is  large  the 
floor  may  break  up  in  time.  Also 
note  the  slope  of  the  floor  to  the 


A  light  up  the  chimney 
may  reveal  many  faults. 

drains.  Check  the  basement  drain  by 
pouring  water  dow  n  it  and  see  that 
it  works. 

Next  check  the  wood  framing. 
The  floor  joists  should  be  at  least  2 
inches  thick,  spaced  16  inches  apart 
from  their  centers.  They  should  be 
8  inches  deep  for  spans  of  10  feet  or 
less,  10  inches  for  spans  up  to  12  feet, 
and  12  inches  for  spans  up  to  14  feet. 
For  proper  support  of  wider  spans, 
floor  joists  should  be  supported  by 
either  a  heavy  wooden  girder  or  a 


steel  I-beam.  W  here  girders  are  joined, 
they  should  be  supported  by  a  substan- 
tial upright  member,  like  wood  or  a 
steel  lally  column.  These  should  rest  on 
their  own  concrete  base,  above  the  base- 
ment floor.  If  wooden  columns  are  im- 
bedded, they  have  more  chance  to  rot 
away,  unseen. 

Joists  should  also  be  braced  with 
bridging,  particularly  where  they  span 
distances  greater  than  8  feet.  If  any7  of 
the  joists  have  been  notched  or  cut 
deeply  to  pass  ducts,  wires  or  pipes,  the 
structure  of  the  house  is  weakened,  and 
some  form  of  reinforcing  may  be  neces- 
sary. While  looking  at  the  joists  and 
beams,  test  them  for  dry  rot  and  termite 
invasion  with  a  pocketknife.  If  the  knife 
blade  easily  penetrates  more  than  an 
inch,  the  invasion  was  successful.  Re- 
placing a  beam  that  is  honeycombed  by 
dry  rot  or  termites  is  a  major,  costly  job. 

While  in  the  basement,  look  at  the 
heating  plant,  which  represents  a  good 
share  of  the  house  cost.  Has  it  an  oil  or 
gas  burner,  a  stoker,  or  is  it  a  hand-fired 
coal  model?  If  it's  a  coal  burner,  open 
the  door  and  examine  the  interior  of  the 
furnace  with  a  flashlight,  noting  the 
condition  of  the  grates  and  the  firebrick 
lining.  Condition  of  the  heating  plant 
is  more  important  than  age  or  type. 

Check  the  exposed  plumbing,  too. 
Rust  or  corrosion  on  the  pipes  may  in- 
dicate the  condition  of  the  rest  of  the 
plumbing.  Determine  the  system's  pres- 
sure by  turning  on  all  the  faucets  in  the 


A  knife  will  show  if  joists 
are  rotten  or  termite-ridden. 


Many  home  faults  can  be 
traced  to  a  poor  attic. 


Water  pressure  should  be 
checked  through  the  house. 


house.  Low  pressure  upstairs  may 
mean  the  pipes  are  clogged  by  rust 
or  mineral  deposits,  that  the  sen  •ice- 
line  to  the  house  is  too  small  (it 
should  be  at  least  one  inch  in  diam- 
eter) or  that  the  city  service  pressure 
is  insufficient.  Drainage  should  be 
quick  and  quiet.  Find  out  whether 
the  sew  age  discharges  into  a  munici- 
pal sewer,  cesspool  or  septic  tank.  If 
either  of  the  latter  two  is  used,  check 
its  size,  location  and  condition. 
Plumbing  pipes  should  be  equipped 
with  cleanout  plugs.  Finally,  make 
certain  the  house  has  a  large  enough 
( Continued  on  page  59 ) 
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Afield  this  year  maybe  sonic  of  you  have 
downed  your  deer,  starred  to  clean  him 
and  noticed  large  w  hite  spots  on  the  liver. 
Now  deer  liver,  as  all  of  you  know,  is  a 
delicacy,  one  of  the  delights  of  the  hunt, 
and  it  is  disappointing  to  have  to  discard  it. 
Thar  white  spot  is  commonly  called  a  liver 
fluke;  it's  a  parasite  with  the  imposing  Latin 
name  Fascioloides  magna.  lint  unless  the 
infestation  is  an  especially  heavy  one,  it  is 
harmless  to  the  deer— and  you.  Just  cut  the 
white  fluke  out.  then  make  sure  you  broil 
or  fry  the  h\er  thoroughly  and  the  meat 
v\  ill  he  perfect  ly  sale. 


Jack  Dunfee  of  Olathe,  Ohio,  claims  that 
it  you  can  get  your  young  son  to  cooper- 
ate, he  has  an  idea  that  w  ill  save  main"  a 
w  eary  mile  of  lugging. 

"When  you  are  packing  for  that  long 
awaited  hunting  trip,"  he  savs,  '"slip  in 
your  son's  snow  sled.  When  hunting  in  the 
snow  there  is  no  better  way  to  get  game 
back  to  camp.  Just  plunk  it  on  the  sled 
and  stop  your  worrying  about  skinning  or 
bruising  the  meat.  The  sled  runners  offer 
no  resistance  on  the  snow  and  a  heavy 
buck  can  be  pulled  with  little  effort— also 
you  can  ride  down  main  of  the  small  hills 
you  normally  would  have  to  walk." 

Remington,  Winchester  and  federal 
have  all  put  out  a  shotgun  shell  which  con- 
verts any  good  12-gauge  shotgun  into  a 
Magnum  duck  or  goose  gun.  The  new  shell 
contains  a  full  1  \  ounces  of  shot,  or  20  per 
cent  more  pellets  than  the  standard  shell, 
v  et  it  is  loaded  in  the  ordinary  2  S -inch 
case.  Right  now  it  is  av  ailable  in  No.  2  or 
4  shot  only. 

Readers  living  in  rural  areas  and  inter- 
ested in  more  abundant  w  ildlife  anil  game 
bird  propagation  should  write  for  the  fol- 
lowing free  booklets  published  by  the 
Wildlife  Management  Institute,  Wire 
Building,  Washington  5,  1).  G:  "The 
farmer  and  Wildlife,"  "Waterfowl  Man- 
agement on  Small  Areas,"  "Quail  and 
Pheasant  Propagation,"  and  "Upland  (lame 
Management." 

I  hey  are  all  hefty,  illustrated  booklets 
running  about  HO  pages  and  cover.  We 
guarantee  they  treat  the  subjects  well,  and 
you  will  find  them  interesting  reading  for 
the   long  winter  evenings.   If  you  write. 


By  JACK  DENTON  SCOTT 

please  address  your  communication  to 
James  15.  Trefcthen,  Director  of  Publica- 
tions. 

We've  been  rinding  plenty  of  uses  for 
the  ordinary  plastic  bag  in  this  corner,  but 
now  a  new  one  pops  up:  "I  find  it  very 
helpful  when  hunting,"  says  Guy  Craft,  of 
Rossiter,  Pennsylvania,  "to  put  a  couple 
of  plastic  bags  (They  cost  only  ten  cents) 
in  my  shooting  coat.  When  I  shoot  a  squir- 
rel or  rabbit,  1  skin  it  right  away  and  put 
it  in  a  bag.  While  the  game  is  still  warm 
it's  much  easier  to  handle  than  several 
hours  later  when  it  has  become  stiff." 

If  you  are  dreaming  about  owning  a  boat 
for  fishing,  duck  hunting,  or  family  pleas- 
ure this  year,  don't  ov  erlook  the  Arkansas 
Traveler  line  made  by  Southwest  Manu- 
facturing Co.,  at  Little  Rock,  Arkansas. 
They  make  an  all-aluminum  pram-dinghy, 
the  LF-9,  which  weighs  72  lbs.  It  has  an 
8'  1 1 "  length  and  44"  beam,  with  a  14':" 
depth.  Made  from  a  single  sheet  of  .051 
aluminum.  Can  be  carried  in  trunk  of  most 
late  model  cars.  Cost,  $129.50.  Top  item 
of  the  line  is  a  20'  all-aluminum  cabin 
cruiser  with  a  beam  of  92".  Runs  best  with 
dual  25-h.p.  outboard  installation.  Cost, 
about  $2,000.  Write  to  Box  2339  in  Little 
Rock  for  Southwest 's  catalogue. 

Jack  R.  C.  Cann  of  Indianapolis  sends 
this:  When  Ethel  Ringer  and  her  brother 
Jack  were  fishing  the  Au  Sable  River  in 
Michigan  this  summer,  they  tried  an  idea 
that  was  printed  in  the  Rod  &  Gun  column 
in  August,  1953.  The  results  were  not  what 
had  been  adv  ertised,  but  w  ere  surprisingly 
gratifying,  nevertheless. 

I  he  Roil  &  Gun  column  item  was  one 
sent  in  by  Ben  Tepe,  who  adv  ised  that  a 
sure-fire  method  for  catching  school  fish 
was  to  tie  a  balloon  to  the  first  one  caught 
and  turn  it  loose  —  the  idea  being  that  the 
fish  would  join  its  school  and  w  herever 
the  balloon  stopped  on  the  surface,  there 
you'd  catch  more  fish. 

Ethel  and  Jack  followed  the  instructions, 
but  the  balloon  never  settled  down  —  just 
kept  roving  from  one  place  to  another  over 
the  river's  surface.  At  the  urging  of  his 
sister,  who  said  it  would  be  a  shame  to 
leave  the  poor  fish  a  captive  when  they 
left  the  riv  er.  Jack  row  ed  over  to  the  bal- 
loon to  retrieve  it  and  free  the  crappie  tied 
to  the  other  end  of  the  string.  He  was  too 
late;  the  crappie  hail  been  swallowed  by 
a  14  pound  wall-eyed  pike.  Jack  and  Ethel 
were  not  too  disappointed,  however.  The 
wall-eye  was  mighty  good  eating. 


Ervin  W.  Mitchell,  Roswell,  New 
Mexico,  has  a  wrinkle  for  camp  cooks. 
"Along  about  now,"'  he  says,  "many  nim- 
rods  will  hit  the  brush  to  hunt  the  deer 
and  other  animals.  They  w  ill  carry  assorted 
cooking  equipment  including  many  skillets 
for  frying,  the  hardest  things  to  clean  after 
frying  anything  in  camp— especially  a  dry 
camp  where  w  ater  has  to  be  hauled. 

"As  a  suggestion  to  these  many  folks, 
why  not  line  the  bottom  and  sides  of  these 
utensils  with  a  complete  sheet  of  aluminum 
foil  before  using?  After  cooking,  simply 
peel  the  foil  off  and  burn  in  the  camp  fire. 
Very,  very  painless  and  a  clean  skillet!" 


"I've  found  it's  a  simple  matter  to  get 
burrs  from  a  dog's  hair,"  writes  Charles  G. 
Love,  1431  Oberlin  Ave.,  Lorain,  Ohio. 
"Try  rubbing  linseed  oil  on  the  burr.  It  will 
then  come  off  without  any  trouble  at  all." 

On  the  same  subject,  Harry  E.  Chrisman, 
Scottsbluff,  Nebraska,  remarks:  "Foxtail 
and  prickly  burrs  are  troublesome  to  the 
hunting  dog.  Rub  a  little  white  Vaseline  on 
the  dog's  outer  ears.  Burrs  will  then  stick 
to  the  Vaseline,  won't  work  into  the  ear 
or  get  embedded  in  the  dog's  hair." 

If  you're  a  trapper,  Chrisman  has  a  word. 
"New  traps  often  smell  of  grease  or  per- 
spiration from  the  hands,  caused  by  contact 
with  merchandise  in  shipping.  If  you  w  ant 
that  fox  or  whatever  you're  trapping  to 
come  romping  in,  it's  a  good  idea  to  boil 
the  traps  in  a  mixture  of  sage  leaves  or 
leaves  from  native  trees.  Or  bury  them 
underground  for  a  while.  Never  burn  traps 
to  remov  e  odor— it  ruins  the  temper  of  the 
springs. 

Floyd  Oles,  Inc.,  2105  S.  "C"  Street. 
Tacoma  2,  Washington,  has  imported  a 
hunting  dog  whistle,  handmade  of  African 
Water  Buffalo  horn  by  West  German 
artisans.  It  sells  for  $1.00  and  it  is  said  that 
its  tone  is  more  shrill  and  powerful  than 
any  professional  dog  whistle,  and  that  dogs 
can  hear  it  from  great  distances. 

Burt  Franklin  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  says 
that  when  he  goes  hunting  or  into  the 
woods,  he  slides  a  red  plastic  handle-bar 
grip  on  his  ax,  hatchet  or  any  tool  he  may 
carry  with  him.  He  finds  it  makes  the 
handle  easier  to  grip,  his  hands  won't  blis- 
ter and  the  tool  is  easier  to  find. 

( Continued  on  page  60) 


2ft  •   Hit:  AMERICAN  LEGION  MAC  1 AZINE  •  JANUARY.  1955 


MANY  VETS  AND  WIDOWS  MAY  BE  BY-PASSING 
RETIREMENT  PAY: 

American  Legion  National  Rehabilitation  specialists 
feel  certain  that  thousands  of  vets  with  service  in  and  since 
WW2  may  be  entitled  to  military  disability  retirement  pay 
which  they  may  not  have  claimed,  or  for  the  receipt  of  which 
they  have  failed  to  take  all  possible  steps. 

Likely  eligibles  would  be  found  among  those  who  were 
released  from  military  service  with  a  disability  but  without 
retirement  pay.  .  .  .  Group  could  include  officers  and  tem- 
porary officers  released  under  such  conditions  during  and 
since  WW2  and  enlisted  personnel  released  under  such  con- 
ditions since  1949. 

Widows  of  such  persons  might  in  some  cases  be  entitled 
to  such  unpaid  disability  retirement  pay  as  may  be  estab- 
lished  as  having  been  due  deceased  husband  up  to  time  of 
his  death. 

Persons  in  above  categories  do  not  necessarily  have 
disability  retirement  pay  coming,  but  it  is  felt  that  many 
eligibles  (depending  upon  individual  circumstances)  may 
be  found  within  the  groups  described  above. 

Approximately  38,000  officers  and  temporary  officers  in 
WW2  were  released  from  duty  while  disabled  without  being 
given  an  opportunity  to  have  their  release  reviewed  by  a 
proper  disability  retirement  board,  which  might  have  au- 
thorized disability  retirement  pay.  .  .  .  Only  about  5,000  of 
the  38,000  have  made  themselves  known,  though  boards  for 
review  and  correction  have  been  established. 

In  addition,  several  acts  and  decisions  of  the  government 
since  WW2  have  opened  fresh  avenues  for  securing  disability 
retirement  pay  for  some  who  had  claimed  it  earlier  but 
were  blocked  at  that  time  by  certain  legal  and  administrative 
obstacles. 

In  1949,  the  Career  Compensation  Act  made  it  possible 
for  enlisted  personnel  to  qualify  for  disability  retirement 
pay,  under  certain  conditions,  from  that  time  forward. 

Veterans  whose  experience  meets  the  basic  conditions 
outlined  above  should  discuss  the  particulars  of  their  re- 
lease  from  active  duty  while  disabled  without  pay  with  an 
American  Legion  Department  service  officer,  to  learn  what 
might  or  might  not  be  developed. 

UNUSED  GI  HOME  LOAN  ENTITLEMENT  MAY  NOW 
BE  APPLIED  TO  HOME  IMPROVEMENT  LOANS: 

The  Housing  Act,  approved  Aug.  2,  1954,  makes  it 
possible  for  WW2  and  post-Korea  vets  to  take  advantage 
of  any  unused  GI  home  loan  entitlement  for  home  improve- 
ment loans.  ...  At  present  VA  guarantees  60%  of  a  home 
loan,  with  a  ceiling  of  $7,500  guaranteed  by  VA.  .  .  .  Many 
vets  took  out  their  original  loans  when  ceiling  on  guarantee 
was  $4,000.  ...  In  addition,  until  passage  of  Housing  Act, 
if  a  vet  had  used  $4,000  of  his  entitlement  even  after  ceiling 
had  been  raised  to  $7,500,  he  was  unable  to  use  any  part  of 
the  last  $3,500  of  entitlement  for  a  home  improvement  loan. 


.  .  .  Now  there  is  no  limit  on  the  use  of  any  unused  part  of 
the  $7,500  ceiling  for  home  improvement  loans.  .  .  .  VA 
guesses  that  at  least  3  million  of  3.5  million  GI  borrowers 
have  some  entitlement  left  which  could  be  used  for  a  home 
improvement  loan.  .  .  .  To  expedite  new  home  improvement 
loans,  VA  will  let  any  lender  who  is  supervised  by  Federal 
or  State  banking  authorities  process  a  qualified  home  im- 
provement loan  without  advance  approval  from  VA.  ...  As 
with  all  GI  loans,  borrower  must  find  a  lender  who  is  willing 
to  make  loan  under  GI  terms.  .  .  .  And  of  course  vets  who 
can  get  home  improvement  loans  without  VA  guarantee 
may  do  so  if  they  wish. 

In  some  areas  of  the  country  where  private  lending 
sources  are  scarce,  VA  is  empowered  to  make  direct  home 
loans  to  veterans,  furnishing  the  money  itself.  .  .  .  New 
Housing  Act  does  not  provide  for  direct  loans  from  VA  in 
these  areas  for  purpose  of  home  improvement.  .  .  .  Under 
an  older  law,  these  direct  loans  can,  under  certain  condi- 
tions, be  used  for  improvements  at  the  time  of  purchase. 


NAVY  WILL  CERTIFY  VETS  FOR  FRENCH  MEDAL: 

Many  veterans  who  wrote  Navy  Dep't  to  be  certified  for 
Medal  of  Liberated  France  in  manner  outlined  in  Newsletter 
in  November  1954  issue  were  advised  by  Navy  Dep't  that 
it  would  not  certify  veterans  for  that  medal,  as  it  was 
contrary  to  Navy  Dep't  policy  to  do  so.  .  .  .  Defense  Dep't 
has  advised  Newsletter  that  Navy  has  changed  policy  and 
will  certify  qualified  Navy  vets  for  Medal  of  Liberated 
France  in  manner  outlined  in  November  Newsletter. 

MICHIGAN,  LOUISIANA  VOTERS  OKAYED  BONUS 
FOR  K-VETS: 

Voters  in  Michigan  and  Louisiana  went  to  polls  on 
Election  Day  and  approved  state  bonuses  for  vets  of  Korea- 
period  military  service,  bringing  to  four  the  number  of  states 

that  have  approved  a  K-bonus. 

Michigan  bonus  details  must  still  be  worked  out  by 
state  legislature,  and  actual  payments  will  not  start  before 
1st  week  in  April  at  very  earliest.  .  .  .  Bonus  eligibles  must 
have  had  honorable  service  in  U.  S.  Armed  Forces  between 
June  27,  1950  and  Dec.  31.  1953.  .  .  .  Michigan  bonus  rate 
is  $10  for  every  month  on  continental  duty  and  $15  for  every 
month  on  foreign  duty.  .  .  .  Ceiling  is  $500.  .  .  .  Six  months' 
residence  in  State  of  Michigan  immediately  prior  to  enter- 
ing active  duty  is  required  for  bonus  eligibility.  .  .  .  Michigan 
previously  had  authorized  payment  of  $500  to  certain  sur- 
vivors of  Korea  War  servicemen  from  that  state  who  died 
as  a  result  of  service.  .  .  .  Michigan  bonus  applications  will 
be  made  to  Michigan  Veterans  Trust  Fund,  Lansing,  Mich. 

Louisiana  voters  approved  a  bonus  plan  with  a  $250 
maximum,  based  on  service  between  June  27,  1950  and  July 
26,  1953  —  as  well  as  a  flat  payment  of  $1.000  to  surviving 
widows  or  certain  other  dependents  of  men  who  died  as 
a  result  of  service.  .  .  .  The  top  Louisiana  bonus  of  $250 
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goes  to  those  with  combat  duty.  .  .  .  Overseas  duty  without 
combat  duty  rates  $150.  ...  At  least  ninety  days  duty  be- 
tween the  prescribed  dates  for  those  without  overseas  duty 
rates  $50.  .  .  .  Louisiana  bonus  funds  will  be  raised  by  a 
beer  tax.  .  .  .  Application  deadline  is  Dec.  31,  1956.  .  .  .  For 
further  details,  and  to  apply,  write  Dep't  of  Veterans  Affairs, 
Old  State  Capitol  Bldg.,  Baton  Rouge,  La. 

Massachusetts  and  Vermont  are  already  paying  Korea 
bonuses.  .  .  .  Consideration  of  a  K-bonus  in  Connecticut 
remains  in  the  consideration  stage,  with  no  definite  action. 


THE  MYSTERY  OF  THE  S.S.  LEOPOLD VILLE: 

The  S.S.  Leopoldville  went  down  off  Cherbourg,  France, 
with  a  loss  of  more  than  1,000  U.  S.  servicemen,  in  December, 
1944.  .  .  .  Col.  Harold  L.  Mack,  then  Chief  of  Movements 
and  Ass't  Chief  of  Transportation  for  E.T.O.,  was  assigned 
to  investigate  the  sinking,  and  could  find  no  explanation 
for  circumstances  that  led  to  such  a  huge  loss  of  life.  .  .  . 
According  to  Mack,  the  Leopoldville  stayed  afloat  for  two 
hours  after  it  was  first  in  distress,  on  a  clear  moonlit  night 
with  destroyers  and  other  vessels  alongside.  .  .  .  Nothing 
came  of  his  official  report.  .  .  .  Today  Mack  is  trying  to 
complete  an  account  of  the  sinking  and  to  put  together  a 
straight  story  of  the  tragic  event.  .  .  .  He  can  be  helped  by 
receiving  accounts  of  the  tragedy  from  survivors  and  other 
witnesses  of  the  sinking.  .  .  .  Newsletter  will  forward  to  Mack 
letters  from  survivors  and  witnesses  addressed  to  Newsletter, 
The  American  Legion  Magazine,  720  Fifth  Ave.,  N.  Y.  19, 
N.  Y.  -  Atf  n  H.  L.  Mack. 

DEFENSE  DEP'T  WILL  CHARGE  FOR  RECORDS 
STARTING  FEB.  1: 

Defense  Dep't  has  published  a  directive  (#7230.2  of 
Nov.  3,  1954)  setting  forth  a  schedule  of  fees  to  be  charged 
for  search  of  records,  and  for  copying  or  certifying  records 
when  done  at  the  request  of  "the  public." 

At  presstime  for  Newsletter,  date  to  start  charging 
fees  was  tentatively  set  for  Feb.  1.  .  .  .  Directive  is  based 
on  Title  V  of  the  Independent  Offices  Appropriations  Act 
of  1952,  sense  of  which  is  that  "services  rendered  the  public 
by  Federal  agencies"  may  be  performed  "on  a  self-sustaining 
basis  to  the  fullest  extent  possible." 

Fee  schedule  will  apply  to  all  components  of  the  De- 
fense Dep't,  including  the  Dep'ts  of  the  Army,  Air  Force 
and  Navy.  .  .  .  "The  public,"  which  will  be  charged  such 
fees,  does  not  include  agencies  or  branches  of  the  Federal 
Gov't.  ...  It  does  include  persons,  groups  of  persons,  asso- 
ciations, organizations,  partnerships,  businesses,  corpora- 
tions, municipalities,  and  county  and  state  gov'ts. 

Fee  schedule  is  too  lengthy  to  print  here.  ...  It  does 
include  such  items  as:  .  .  .  $2.00  an  hour  for  certain  searches 
of  records.  .  .  .  $1.50  for  a  certificate  to  take  place  of  a  lost 
military  discharge.  .  .  .  $2.00  for  a  statement  verifying 
military  service.  .  .  .  $1.00  for  copies  or  extracts  of  orders. 
.  .  .  $2.00  for  medical  or  dental  records  of  former  service 
personnel  or  dependents  of  military  personnel. 

Schedule  also  includes  a  large  number  of  exceptions 
for  which  no  fee  will  be  charged.  .  .  .  Exceptions  include 
many  matters  relating  to  veterans'  claims,  for  which  Defense 
Dep't  would  be  asked  for  info.  .  .  .  No  fee  will  be  charged 
next  of  kin  when  (a)  inquiring  about  military  personnel 
in  a  casualty  status,  or  (b)  seeking  whereabouts  of  military 
personnel  on  active  duty.  .  .  .  No  fee  will  be  charged  mem- 


bers or  former  members  of  the  armed  forces  when  (a) 
seeking  info  needed  to  secure  financial  benefits,  (b)  seek- 
ing info  related  to  decorations  or  awards,  (c)  seeking 
review  of  discharges  or  correction  of  records,  or  (d)  seeking 
medical  records  when  they  are  required  for  further  gov't 
medical  care  and  the  request  is  channeled  through  (or 
records  are  to  go  directly  to)  a  gov't  medical  authority. 

Among  numerous  other  exceptions  is  information  re- 
quested by  public  information  media  for  general  public 
dissemination. 

Directive  orders  that  fees  be  collected  in  advance  in 
all  cases  where  they  can  be  determined  in  advance.  .  .  .  De- 
termination of  fees  and  of  exceptions  (plus  advance  billing 
for  fees)  seems  apt  to  retard  the  facility  with  which  Defense 
Dep't  can  serve  public  requests  for  info. 

SERVICE  INSURANCE  DIVIDENDS  FOR  1955 
CONFIRMED: 

Veterans  Administration  has  officially  confirmed  report 
in  December  Newsletter  that  regular  dividends,  but  no  spe- 
cial  dividends,  will  be  paid  on  USGLI  (WW1)  permanent 
insurance  policies  and  NSLI  (WW2)  permanent  and  par- 
ticipating insurance  policies  in  1955.  .  .  .  Dividends  will  be 
paid  on  each  qualifying  policy  as  it  reaches  its  anniversary 
date  in  1955.  starting  early  in  January  and  continuing 
through  December,  as  anniversary  dates  of  different  policies 
occur. 

Dividend  rates  will  be  slightly  different  from  1954's.  .  .  . 
Dividends  are  calculated  in  relation  to  actual  mortality  and 
disability  experience  in  each  age  group,  since  this  is  the 
controlling  fact  that  provides  or  fails  to  provide  a  signifi- 
cant excess  of  premiums  received  over  claims  paid  out. 

Both  permanent  and  term  insurance  in  the  NSLI  group 
will  participate,  while  permanent,  but  not  term,  policies  in 
the  USGLI  group  will  earn  the  regular  dividend.  .  .  .  The 
NSLI  term  policies  annually  accumulate  significantly  more 
in  premiums  received  than  in  claims  paid  out,  while  the 
USGLI  term  policies  do  not  accumulate  such  excesses.  .  .  . 
Reason  is  that  the  NSLI  term  insurance  premium  rate  was 
set  at  a  figure  much  higher  than  subsequent  mortality  and 
disability  experience  has  proved  to  have  been  required,  while 
this  has  not  been  true  of  USGLI  term  insurance. 

Dividend  on  permanent  USGLI  policies  will  be  some- 
what higher  than  last  year  in  all  age  groups,  with  the  largest 
increase  in  age  groups  above  60.  .  .  .  Permanent  plan  NSLI 
policies  will  have  no  essential  change  in  dividend  rate,  al- 
though there  will  be  slight  increases  and  slight  decreases 
at  different  points  in  the  age  scale.  .  .  .  NSLI  term  insurance 
dividends  will  be  about  10%  higher  than  in  1954  for  all  ages 
up  to  40,  somewhat  greater  than  that  for  age  groups  above 
40  except  for  age  55,  which  will  be  unchanged. 

All  dividends  will  be  calculated  according  to  the  number 
of  months  the  policy  was  on  a  premium-paying  basis  during 
the  year  ending  on  the  1955  anniversary  date.  .  .  .  No  divi- 
dends are  payable  on  the  post-Korea  non-participating 
policies  issued  in  exchange  for  Servicemen's  Indemnity.  .  .  . 
No  premiums  are  payable  on  NSLI  or  USGLI  policies  for 
which  premiums  were  waived  during  the  1955  policy  year. 
(About  900.000  policyholders  waived  premiums  on  NSLI 
or  USGLI  policies  while  covered  by  free  indemnity  when 
on  active  military  duty  during  the  year.) 

Total  NSLI  dividend  will  be  about  $200,000,000,  paid  to 
about  5,000,000  policyholders.  .  .  .  Total  USGLI  dividend 
will  be  about  $26,000,000  paid  to  about  380,000  policyholders. 
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THE  BIG  CAGE: 
Woman's  Challenge  of  Egghead 
Yields  Iron  Curtain  Escape  Saga 


Because  Mrs.  Alice  Ainslow,  of  Ala- 
meda, Calif.,  didn't  take  a  piece  of  off- 
hand eggheadism  at  face  value,  the 
Office  of  Eastern  European  Affairs  of 
the  State  Dep't  was  put  to  a  lot  of  hard 
work,  and  so  was  the  Escapee  Program 
Division  of  the  U.  S.  Foreign  Operations 
Administration.  But,  as  a  result,  both 
Mrs.  Ainslow  and  everyone  else  have  a 
clearer  picture  of  what  has  happened 
to  human  traffic  across  the  Iron  Curtain 
in  both  directions  since  WW2,  a  colossal 
movement  of  our  times. 

It  all  began  when  Mrs.  Ainslow  heard 
a  public  speaker  in  Alameda  glibly  pro- 
claim that  "our  government  is  concerned 
because  so  many  Western  intellectuals 
are  voluntarily  going  behind  the  Iron 
Curtain."  Mrs.  Ainslow  didn't  believe  a 
word  of  it.  She  thought  the  traffic  was 
going  the  other  way,  and  said  so.  "Ah," 
said  the  speaker,  "but  not  the  top  level 
ones."  Mrs.  Ainslow  offered  to  name 
"top  level"  humans  headed  West  and 
asked  the  speaker  to  match  them  with 
top  level  folks  running  behind  the  Cur- 
tain. "Ah,"  said  the  speaker  again,  "our 
government  'plays  up'  those  who  flee 
Russia,  but  conceals  news  about  Ameri- 
cans who  flee  the  West." 

Modern  Exodus 

Mrs.  Ainslow  went  home  and  wrote 
the  State  Department  for  a  complete 
story  of  traffic  across  the  Iron  Curtain. 
State  didn't  have  a  complete  story,  but 
Ray  Thurston,  Director  of  the  Office  of 
Eastern  European  Affairs,  set  to  work 
to  compile  one.  After  nearly  a  month  he 
sent  Mrs.  Ainslow  a  letter  in  w  hich  he 
said:  "The  Department  is  not  aware  of 
a  single  American  citizen  to  whom  the 
description  'top  level'  might  reasonably 
be  applied  who  has  voluntarily  elected 
to  remain  behind  the  Iron  Curtain. 
There  is  no  truth  to  the  allegation  that 
this  Government  has  concealed  the  de- 
fection of  any  American." 

In  addition  to  that  letter  he  sent  her 
the  following  report,  entitled  "Escape 
and  Defection  from  Iron  Curtain  Coun- 
tries." 


The  full  text  of  that  report  is  pub- 
lished herewith: 

"In  contrast  to  the  defection  of  a  few 
individuals  from  the  United  States  and 
other  countries  of  the  free  world  into 
Soviet-bloc  countries,  escape  from  the 
Communist-ruled  countries  has  been  on 
a  mass  scale,  involving  not  only  large 
numbers  of  important  officials  but  also 
great  numbers  of  workers,  fanners  and 
young  people.  Against  the  background 
of  a  mass  flow  of  escapees  from  coun- 
tries under  Communist  domination,  the 
significance  of  the  apparent  defection 
from  West  Germany  of  Dr.  Otto  John 
and  the  disappearance  in  earlier  years  of 
such  persons  as  the  British  subjects  Bur- 
gess and  MacLean  and  the  Italian  physi- 
cist Pontecorvo  may  be  seen  in  true  per- 
spective. 

A  Few  Small  Fry 

"No  American  citizen  who  could  rea- 
sonably be  described  as  a  top  or  high 


level  official  in  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment is  known  to  have  sought  'asy- 
lum' behind  the  Iron  Curtain.  The  two 
American  citizens  who  were  described 
by  the  Soviet  authorities  as  having  re- 
quested asylum  in  Moscow,  Annabelle 
Bucar,  an  administrative  assistant  on  the 
staff  of  the  American  Embassy,  and  Ser- 
geant James  McMillan,  on  the  staff  ol 
the  Military  Attache,  appear  to  have  in- 
tended to  marry  Soviet  nationals.  The 
fact  that  the  Soviet  authorities,  in  cruel 
contravention  of  accepted  international 
practice,  customarily  do  not  allow  Soviet 
nationals  to  leave  the  Soviet  Union  with 
foreign  spouses  is  believed  to  have  been 
a  major  consideration  in  these  instances. 

"In  Czechoslovakia  since  the  Commu- 
nist coup  in  February  1948,  'asylum'  has 
been  given  to  George  S.  Wheeler,  an 
economist  employed  until  late  1947  in 
tin'  labor  and  manpower  division  of 
Military  Government  in  West  Germain  ; 
Herbert  Lass,  the  Prague  representative 
of  a  private  American  relief  agency; 
Morton  Nadler,  a  radio  engineer;  James 
M.  Robinson,  a  former  custodial  em- 
ployee in  a  Soviet  office  in  the  United 
States;  Dr.  Joseph  Cort,  a  graduate  stu- 
dent of  medicine;  and  Karel  Leitner, 
former  editor  of  a  Czechoslovak  lan- 
guage newspaper  in  the  United  States. 
Several  other  defectors  described  as 
Americans  by  Communist  propaganda 


FIRST  VETERANS  DAY 


Nat'I  Cmdr  Seaborn  P.  Collins  addresses  memorial  gathering  in  Arlington  Amphi- 
theater on  Nov.  11,  as  that  date,  formerly  Armistice  Day,  was  celebrated  as  Veterans 
Day  lor  the  1st  time.  Act  ol  Congress  made  the  change  to  honor  veterans  of  all  wars. 
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agencies  proved  to  have  no  claim  to 
American  citizenship.  In  East  Germany 
two  American  citizens,  William  and 
James  Starr,  were  presented  at  a  Com- 
j  1 11  mist  press  conference  as  defectors. 

"In  Korea  some  2f  American  soldiers 
elected  to  remain  with  their  Communist 
captors  after  extended  periods  in  Com- 
munist prisoner  of  war  camps.  From 
time  to  time  a  very  few  members  of  the 
United  States  forces  in  West  Germany 
and  Austria,  absent  without  leave  and 
seeking  to  avoid  disciplinary  proceed- 
ings, have  entered  territory  under  Com- 
munist control.  Some  of  these  men  have 
succeeded  in  returning  to  their  units 
after  a  taste  of  life  behind  the  Iron 
Curtain. 

Mass  Movement 

"While  defection  from  the  countries 
of  the  free  world  has  occurred  on  an  in- 
dividual basis,  escape  from  countries 
under  Communist  control  has  been  a 
mass  phenomenon.  Since  1945  well  over 
a  million  Germans  have  fled  westward 
from  the  area  of  Germany  which  is  today 
under  German  Communist  administra- 
tion and  Soviet  control.  This  figure  is 
in  addition  to  the  millions  who  were  ex- 
pelled from  Eastern  Europe  on  the  basis 
of  their  German  ethnic  origin.  In  more 
recent  years  the  number  of  escapees  from 
Communist  East  Germany  has  been 
more  than  300,000. 

"Some  two  to  three  hundred  members 
oi  East  German  Communist  police  units, 
including  many  important  officials  in 
these  formations,  come  over  to  West 
Germany  each  month.  Important  offi- 
cials of  the  East  German  Communist 
Government  who  have  sought  asylum  in 
recent  years  include  Leo  Zuckermann, 
chief  of  the  chancellery  of  President 
Wilhelm  Pieck;  Wilhelm  Bachem,  State 
Secretary  (Deputy  Minister)  in  the 
Ministry  ol  Communications;  Hans  Wer- 
mund,  State  Secretary  in  the  Ministry 
oi  Construction;  Wolfgang  Melz  and  Al- 
fred Trapp,  Supreme  Court  Judges. 
Other  escapees  include  the  directors  of 
various  departments  in  the  East  German 
regime,  including  the  press,  coal,  and 
heav  y  machinery  departments,  editors  of 
Communist  newspapers,  and  various 
ministers  in  the  regional  administrations. 

<  Czechoslovakia 

"Since  1948  the  number  of  people 
who  have  escaped  from  the  other  Com- 
munist-ruled countries  of  Eastern 
Europe  at  the  risk  of  their  liv  es  has  ex- 
ceeded one  hundred  thousand.  In  1948 
these  escapees  included  many  anti-Com- 
munists w  ho  occupied  important  politi- 
cal positions  in  their  countries.  Listed 
below  are  only  a  lew  prominent  escapees 
from  ( Izechoslovakia: 

"General  Antonin  Masai,  ranking  General 


in  the  Czechoslov  ak  Army  and  military  aide 
to  President  Benes;  General  Frantisek  Mora- 
\  ec.  Chief  of  Intelligence  for  the  Czechoslo- 
vak armed  forces  during  World  War  II; 
General  Jan  Ambrus,  Air  Force;  Stefan 
Kocvara,  Deputy  Prime  Minister;  Jaroslav 
Straiisky,  Minister  of  Education;  Vladimir 
Krajina,  Secretary  Gene'-d  of  National  So- 
cialist Party;  Adolf  Proehazka.  Minister  of 
Health;  Adolf  Klimek,  Secretary  General  of 
the  People's  (Catholic)  Party;  Vaclav 
Majer.  Minister  of  Food;  Blazej  Vifirn,  Sec- 
retary General  of  the  Social  Democratic 
Party;  Fedor  Hodza,  Secretary  General  of 
the  Slovak  Democratic  Party;  Ivo  Ducha- 
cek,  Tulius  Firth,  Jan  Stransky,  leading 
members  of  the  National  Assembly;  Hubert 
Ripka,  Minister  of  Foreign  Trade;  Peter 
Zenkl,  Chairman  of  the  National  Socialist 
Party,  Deputy  Prime  Minister  and  former 
Lord  Mayor  of  Prague;  General  Sergej  Ingr, 


REPAID  IN  FULL 


As  governing  body  of  host  city,  U.  S. 
Congress  last  year  voted  $25,000  to  help 
1954  Legion  Nat'I  Convention  in  Wash- 
ington, I).  C.  Above,  Nat'I  Cmdr  Collins 
refunds  lull  amount  to  Vice  President 
Kit  hard  Nixon,  Nov.  15.  Businessmen 
who  backed  convention  were  also  repaid. 


Eduard  Taborsky,  Juraj  Slavik,  diplomatic 
representatives;  Arnost  Heidrich,  Secretary 
General  of  the  Czechoslovak  Ministry  of 
Foreign  Affairs;  Jaroslav  Drabek,  State 
Prosecutor;  Jan  Papanek,  permanent  rep- 
resentative at  the  UN;  Ferdinand  Peroutka, 
editor;  General  Frantisek  Dastich.  Chief  of 
the  Czechoslovak  Military  mission  in  Berlin; 
Ruzena  Pelantova,  former  Deputy  Mayor 
ol  Prague;  Josef  Josten,  press  attache. 

"After  1948,  scores  of  other  Czecho- 
slovak officials  defected  while  on  duty 
abroad  or  escaped  across  the  frontier. 
Some  had  been  Communist  Party  mem- 
bers, others  were  not.  To  list  only  a  few, 
they  included  Hugo  Skala,  Deputy  Chief 
of  the  Czechoslovak  Financial  Delega- 
tion to  the  United  States;  Bedrich 
Brueghel,  Acting  Chief  of  the  Czecho- 
slovak  Military  Mission  in  Berlin;  Pavel 
Korbel,  Chief  of  the  Czechoslovak  Cabi- 
net Secretariat;  Egon  Hostovsky,  Maxi- 
milian Lorn,  Bohuslav  Kratochvil,  Colo- 
nel Emil  Hornya,  Vladimir  Houdek, 
Czechoslovak  diplomatic,  military  and 
commercial  representatives  abroad. 

"With  reference  to  the  Soviet  Union, 


the  list  of  officials  who  sought  asylum 
while  assigned  in  the  United  States  in- 
cluded Viktor  Kravchenko,  a  member 
oi  the  Soviet  Purchasing  Commission; 
Oksana  Kasenkina,  a  teacher  for  the 
children  of  Soviet  diplomatic  personnel 
in  New  York;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mikhail  Sa- 
merin,  director  and  teacher,  respectively, 
at  a  school  for  children  of  Soviet  person- 
nel in  Washington.  Although  the  De- 
partment is  not  in  a  position  to  provide 
a  list  of  Soviet  officials  who  requested 
asylum  in  other  countries,  the  names  of 
Yuri  Bastvorov  and  Vladimir  Petrov, 
Soviet  diplomatic  representatives,  Colo- 
nel G.  S.  Burlutski  and  Captain  Nikolai 
Khokhlov,  officers  in  the  Soviet  secret 
police  force,  and  Igor  Gouzenko,  code 
clerk  at  Ottawa,  will  be  recalled. 

Poland 

"After  World  War  II  some  100,000 
members  of  the  Polish  Second  Corps 
which  fought  in  the  West  refused  to  re- 
turn to  Communist-dominated  Poland, 
preferring  exile  despite  the  fact  that 
many  of  them  had  families  at  home. 
After  mid- 1947  when  Communist  pres- 
sures made  further  attempts  at  open  po- 
litical resistance  impossible  and  threat- 
ened the  freedom  if  not  the  lives  of  anti- 
Communist  political  leaders,  a  number  of 
such  leaders  escaped  to  the  West.  These 
included  Stanislaw  Mikolajczyk,  Peasant 
Party  leader  and  former  Vice  Premier; 
Wladyslaw  Zaremba  and  Stefan  Korbon- 
ski,  also  Peasant  Party  leaders;  Karol 
Popiel,  head  of  the  Christian  Labor 
Party;  and  Zbigniew  Stypulkowski,  a 
leader  of  the  National  Democratic  Party. 

"Among  Poles  who  have  sought  asy- 
lum abroad  but  who  were  later  admitted 
to  the  United  States  one  may  recall  Jan 
Hajdukiewicz,  a  member  of  the  Polish 
delegation  on  the  Neutral  Nations  In- 
spection Team  in  Korea;  Lieutenants 
Franciszek  Jarecki  and  Zdzislaw  Jazwin- 
ski,  pilots  who  escaped  to  freedom  in 
MIG  jet  aircraft;  and  Jozef  Swiatlo,  high- 
ranking  official  in  the  Polish  Ministry  of 
Public  Security. 

"It  is  not  possible  to  provide  an  esti- 
mate of  how  many  Polish  officials  have 
found  asylum  in  other  countries  in  re- 
cent years,  although  it  is  probable  that 
there  have  been  defections  in  practically 
every  free  country  in  which  Poland 
maintains  official  representation.  More 
recently  publicized  Polish  defections  in 
other  countries  include  the  cases  of  Cap- 
tain Jan  Cwiklinski,  master  of  the  Polish 
passenger  v  essel  Baton/,  and  Andrzej 
Panufnik,  a  leading  composer  and  con- 
ductor. One  may  also  recall  the  recent 
escape  of  the  Polish  seaman,  Antoni 
Klimow  iez,  from  a  Polish  vessel  docked 
at  London.  The  number  of  Polish  sea- 
men who  have  sought  asylum  ...  is 
estimated  at  several  hundred. 
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"Other  Poles  who  have  chosen  free- 
dom since  1948  include  Czeslavv  Bob- 
rovvski,  director  of  the  State  Planning 
Office;  Adam  Giibrynowicz,  chief  of  pro- 
tocol in  the  Polish  Ministry  of  Foreign 
Affairs;  Jan  Galewicz,  former  Consul 
General  in  New  York;  and  Czeslaw 
Milosz,  cultural  attache;  in  Washington 
and  Paris. 

Top  Level 

"Scores  of  Polish  diplomatic  and  con- 
sular representatives  and  staff  members 
have  resigned  and  requested  asylum 
since  1948  while  assigned  to  posts  in  the 
United  States.  Listed  below  are  only  a 
few  of  the  higher-ranking  Polish  officials 
who  have  done  so  in  recent  years: 

"General  Izydor  Modelski,  Military  At- 
tache; Marian  Cieplak,  Consul  General  in 
Chicago;  Alexander  Rudzinski,  member  of 
the  Polish  delegation  at  the  United  Nations; 
Wladyslaw  Nizinski,  Second  Secretary  of 
Embassy;  Zygmunt  Modzelewski,  President 
of  the  Polish-American  Supply  Corporation; 
Zygmunt  Fabisiak,  Consul  General  in  Chi- 
cago; Tadeusz  Kassern,  Consul  in  New  York 
and  a  musician  of  international  standing; 
Tadeusz  Frymar,  Consul  General  in  Detroit; 
Jozef  Patyk,  Consul  in  Pittsburgh;  Adolf 
Blicher,  President  of  the  Polish-American 
Trading  Corporation;  Roman  Kwiecien, 
Consul  in  New  York;  Stefan  Rogozinski, 
Counselor  of  Embassy;  Janusz  Zoltowski, 
Financial  Counselor  of  Embassy;  Zygmunt 
Litinski,  Financial  Counselor  of  Embassy; 
Marek  Korowicz,  alternate  delegate  to  the 
Eighth  Session  of  the  United  Nations  Gen- 
eral Assembly. 

The  Big  Cage 

"The  situation  with  respect  to  Hun- 
gary, Bulgaria,  and  Rumania  has  been 
similar  to  that  described  in  the  case  of  the 
Soviet  Union,  East  Germany,  Czecho- 
slovakia and  Poland.  To  reduce  the  num- 
ber of  successful  escapes  and  to  intimi- 
date the  mass  of  the  population  from 
attempting  to  escape,  the  regimes  of 
these  countries  have  placed  electrified 
and  barbed-wire  barriers,  trip  wire 
alarms,  land  mines,  searchlights,  and 
guard  towers  all  along  their  frontier.  Day 
and  night  patrols  of  frontier  guards,  ac- 
companied by  dogs,  operate  with  in- 
structions to  shoot  to  kill.  Citizens  are 
forbidden  to  live  in  or  even  to  enter  the 
vicinity  of  the  frontier. 

"Only  those  officials  whose  loyalty 
appears  secure  are  allowed  abroad.  Their 
families  frequently  remain  as  hostages. 
Legislation  proclaims  illegal  exit  or  res- 
ignation abroad  a  crime  of  treason,  in 
some  Communist  countries,  punishable 
by  death.  The  Communist  regimes  also 
seek  to  bring  pressure  to  bear  in  other 
countries  to  secure  the  forcible  repatria- 
tion of  escapees  and  in  some  instances, 
sponsor  the  kidnaping  of  escapees. 

"Despite  the  difficulties  and  risks  in- 
volved in  escape  and  the  hardships  in- 
evitably involved  in  starting  a  new  life 
in  a  strange  country,  the  flow  of  escapees 
continues.  The  thorough  precautions 
taken  by  Communist  regimes  to  prevent 


escape  require  the  freedom-seeking  citi- 
zen to  resort  to  incredible  measures, 
such  as  crashing  through  frontier  bar- 
riers in  a  tank  patiently  constructed  at 
home  over  a  period  of  years,  or  at  the 
throttle  of  a  runaway  passenger  train, 
escape  in  passenger  planes  comman- 
deered in  mid-air,  escape  in  gliders,  es- 
cape hidden  in  a  roll  of  newsprint  in  a 
sealed  freight  car  or  under  a  load  of  coal, 
escape  by  swimming  under  water  in  a 
home-made  frog-man  suit  of  rubber,  or 
escape  while  on  assignment  abroad  after 
an  extended  period  of  pretended  alle- 
giance to  a  detested  regime. 

Welcome,  Stranger 

"Since  its  establishment  in  March 
1952,  the  United  States  Escapee  Pro- 
gram, under  the  Foreign  Operations  Ad- 
ministration, has  undertaken  to  help 
these  escapees  from  Communism.  In  co- 
operation with  American  and  interna- 
tional private  welfare  agencies,  it  seeks 
to  improve  the  facilities  for  the  recep- 
tion and  care  of  escapees  who  arrive 
with  only  the  clothes  on  their  backs,  and 
to  facilitate  their  resettlement  abroad  as 
self-respecting  and  productive  members 
of  a  democratic  society. 

"This  program  is  a  concrete  expression 
of  the  friendship  of  the  free  world  for 
the  peoples  of  the  Soviet-dominated 
countries.  It  giv  es  practical  meaning  to 
the  free  world's  traditional  policy  of  re- 
spect for  the  right  of  political  asylum. 
Every  escapee  and  every  successful  start 
of  a  new  and  better,  life  in  a  free  society 
gives  added  hope  and  encouragement  to 
the  peoples  living  under  Communist 
oppression." 


RELIGION: 

A  Bigger  Role 

Chaplains  and  representatives  of 
Chaplains  of  27  Dep'ts  of  The  American 
Legion  met  at  Nat']  Hq  in  Indianapolis 
Nov.  16  &  17  and  laid  the  foundation 
lor  a  larger  role  to  be  played  by  the 
Legion  in  encouraging  more  religious 
observance  and  religious  training  in  the 
United  States. 

The  meeting  was  essentially  one  to 
implement  the  existing  religious  empha- 
sis program  of  The  American  Legion, 
known  as  the  "Back  to  God"  program. 
The  Chaplains  tackled  the  problem  of 
providing  tools  whereby  every  Dep't 
and  Post  could  incorporate  the  "Back  to 
God"  movement  into  a  working  pro- 
gram. The  meeting  of  the  Dep't  Chap- 
lains followed  by  one  day  a  meeting  of 
the  Legion's  Nat'l  Religious  Emphasis 
Committee. 

As  a  first  step  to  make  a  religious 
emphasis  program  that  would  be  more 
readily  adaptable  by  Posts,  the  Chap- 
lains' Conference  amended  and  ap- 
proved a  draft  of  a  "Back  to  God" 
manual  that  had  been  drawn  up  in  ad- 
vance by  the  Chairman,  Nat'l  Chaplain 
Albert  J.  Hoffmann  (Iowa).  The  pro- 
posed manual  summarizes  the  history 
and  objectives  of  religious  emphasis  as 
a  Legion  program,  then  outlines  specific 
wax  s  it  can  be  implemented  by  Posts. 

The  Conference  defined  the  broad 
aim  of  the  "Back  to  God"  program  as 
one  to  increase  consciousness  of  the  im- 
portance of  religious  observation  and 
religious  faith  in  human  lives,  and  espe- 
cially in  the  lives  of  Americans— whose 


POST  PROGRAMS  WITH  APPEAL 


Seen  above  is  the  first  of  an  unusual  series  of  Post  programs  held  by  Post  90, 
Mamaroneck,  N.  Y.,  which  attrac  ted  big  turnout  of  members  and  the  general  public. 
Expert  from  Rockwell  Manufacturing  Co.  shows  uses  ol  power  tools.  Oilier  co- 
operating manufacturers  were  scheduled  to  put  on  additional  demonstrations  al 
later  dates  in  series  of  "Do  It  Yourself"  shows.  Post  arranged  lour  such  shows  in  all. 
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society  is  built  upon  the  concept,  writ- 
ten into  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence, that  human  rights  arc  derived 
from  God,  beyond  the  reach  of  the  tyr- 
anny of  man. 

To  lose  sight  of  this  Divine  concept 
of  our  society,  they  pointed  out,  is  to 
wander  from  the  philosophical  and 
spiritual  base  on  which  American  liber- 
ties have  been  successfully  built,  and 
to  endanger  the  future  of  those  liberties. 

The  Conference  agreed  upon  three 
main  steps  to  be  followed  in  pursuit  of 
the  religious  emphasis  program;  namely, 
to  net  more  individuals  to  commit  them- 
selves to: 

1.  Attend  religious  services  of  their 
choice  regularly; 

2.  Observe  daily  prayer  in  the  home, 
and 

3.  See  that  their  children  receive  re- 
ligious instruction. 

Some  means  toward  these  goals 
which  Posts  could  adopt  (as  outlined 
in  the  proposed  "Back  to  God"  manual) 
included: 

]>  Appoint  a  qualified  Post  religious  em- 
phasis committee. 

]>  Have  well-informed  guest  speakers 
on  religious  matters  speak  at  Post  meet- 
ings. 

]>  Have  qualified  Legion  speakers  ad- 
dress other  groups  and  organizations  on 
the  subject  ol  religions  emphasis. 

>  Distribute  Grace  Before  Meal  cards 
to  public  eating  places  (Available  at 
Nat'l  Ilq  at  $12  per  L.000) 
]►  Distribute  Travelers  Prayer  Cards  at 
hotels,  motels,  travel  terminals  and  sta- 
tions,   garages,    filling    stations,  etc. 

(Available  at  Xat'l  Hq  at  $6  per  1,000). 
}  Place  various  posters  emphasizing  the 
importance  ol  religious  worship  in  pub- 
lie  places  (posters  ranging  up  to  bill- 
board size  available  from  Nat'l  Public 
Relations  Division ) . 

}i  Urge  all  Legionnaires  and  all  friends 
to  attend  serv  ices  on  the  Sunday  nearest 
Four  Chaplains  Day  (Feb.  3).  That 
Sunday  has  been  designated  "Go  to 
Church  Sunday"  by  The  American 
Legion,  in  an  attempt  to  increase  the 
church-going  habit  by  emphasizing 
church  attendance  on  a  particular  Sun- 
day that  is  associated  with  an  outstand- 
ing wartime  event  connected  with  re- 
ligion, 

J>  Obtain  publicity  in  local  newspapers 
and  on  local  radios  in  the  name  of  the 
Post,  encouraging  more  emphasis  on  re- 
ligious worship. 

The  Conference  proposed  that  the 
Chaplains  would  seek  the  detailed  im- 
plementation ol  tile  religious  emphasis 
program  agreed  upon  in  the  separate 
Dep'ts  ol  The  American  Legion,  and 
publication  of  the  manual  by  the  Dep'ts. 

Experience  ol  Dep'ts  could  develop 
a  more  detailed  nat'l  program  later. 


Chaplain  Hoffmann  Honored 

On  Nov.  21,  more  than  1,000  Legion- 
naires and  civic  and  religious  leaders 
joined  in  a  homecoming  tribute  held  at 
Dubuque  Post  6,  Dubuque,  Iowa,  for 
Rev.  Albert  J.  Hoffmann,  who  was 
elected  Nat'l  Chaplain  of  The  American 
Legion  at  the  Washington,  D.  C.  Nat'l 
Convention  in  September. 

Tributes  to  Father  Hoffmann  were 
tendered  by  Nat'l  Cmdr  Seaborn  P.  Col- 
lins, by  Most  Rev  .  Henry  P.  Rohlman, 
Archbishop  of  Dubuque,  and  by  Bishop 
Loras  T.  Lane,  president  of  Loras  Col- 
lege, of  which  Father  Hoffmann  is  a 
faculty  member. 

Nat'l  Chaplain  Hoffmann  lost  a  leg 
in  the  Italian  campaign  in  WW2,  and 
received  the  Silver  Star  and  the  Dis- 
tinguished Service  Cross  for  gallantry 
in  action  in  both  Africa  and  Italy. 

MEDICINE: 

Cancer  Drug  Uproar 

Has  progress  in  developing  an  aston- 
ishingly promising  drug  as  a  cancer 
cure  been  throttled  for  several  years  by 
the  greed  of  thwarted  medical  leaders 
and  businessmen  who  failed  to  get  con- 
trol of  it?  Herb  Bailey  and  other  Chi- 
cago medical  writers  think  so.  Bailey's 
new  book,  titled  Krebiozen  (after  the 
name  of  the  cancer  drug),  may  cause  a 
nationwide  uproar  when  it  hits  book- 
stands about  Feb.  1.  It  will  be  published 
by  Hermitage  House. 

The  drug  Krebiozen,  extracted  from 
the  blood  of  specially  treated  horses  by 
the  Yugoslavian  expatriate  Dr.  Stevan 
Durovic  before  coming  to  the  U.  S. 
from  Argentina,  is  no  seven-day  wonder. 
Krebiozen  has  created  a  furore  in  Illi- 
nois medical  circles  for  years;  a  furore 
which  led  to  ( f )  the  ousting  of  Uni- 
versity of  Illinois  President  George  B. 
Stoddard  (who  opposed  Krebiozen), 
(2)  the  discrediting  in  American  Medi- 
cal Association  circles  of  distinguished 
Dr.  Andrew  C.  Ivy  (chief  supporter  of 
Krebiozen),  and  (3)  fantastic  hearings 
held  by  the  Illinois  State  Legislature 
ill  which  (a)  doctors  paraded  patients 
raised  from  cancer  deathbeds  alter  ex- 
perimental dosage  with  Krebiozen  and 
(b)  an  Argentine  Commodore  swore 
under  oath  that  AMA  nat'l  treasurer 
Dr.  J.  J.  Moore  sought  to  control  Kre- 
biozen for  the  enrichment  of  himself 
and  friends  or  destroy  the  drug  and  its 
discoverers  through  his  influence  in  the 
AMA. 

Science  fiction  has  nothing  on  Herb 
Bailey's  heavily  documented  and  im- 
passioned book.  It  chronicles  (a)  the 
strange  history  of  Krebiozen,  (b)  the 
strange  and  sometimes  sinister  behavior 
of  the  important  people  whose  lives  it 
has  crossed,  and  (e)  case  histories  of 


fantastically  rapid  recovery  from  ad- 
vanced cancers  of  all  sorts  after  experi- 
mental treatment  with  Krebiozen  —  by 
doctors  in  private  practice,  by  reputable 
clinics  and  by  Army  and  Navy  doctors. 

Meanwhile,  says  Bailey's  account, 
Drs.  Ivy  and  Durovic  (as  well  as  present 
and  future  cancer  victims)  are  seeing 
the  development  and  testing  of  Krebio- 
zen in  a  normal  way  blocked  by  the 
weight  of  medical  bureaucracy  in  a 
campaign  of  opposition  without  scien- 
tific testing  that  is  scaring  away  many 
of  the  doctors  who  have  used  Krebiozen 
successfully  in  experiments. 

If  Bailey's  exciting  book  is  reasonably 
correct,  the  Krebiozen  furore  promises 
to  have  many  unwritten  chapters  ahead 
of  it. 

Polio 

Evaluation  of  last  year's  test  of  the 
Salk  vaccine  against  polio,  involving 
1.830,000  children,  is  proceeding  under 
the  direction  of  Dr.  Thomas  Francis, 
Jr.,  at  the  U.  of  Michigan. 

National  Polio  Foundation  (March  of 
Dimes)  is  optimistic  enough  to  have 
placed  orders  w  ith  drug  makers  to  pro- 
duce immediately  enough  of  the  vac- 
cine to  inoculate  9  million  people  this 
year.  Drug  houses  make  no  profit  on  this 
initial  order.  Its  size  reflects  the  reason- 
abb  hopeful  outlook  (a)  of  the  March 
of  Dimes  folks  that  the  vaccine  rings 
the  bell  and  (b)  of  the  drug  makers 
that  they  will  do  a  big  normal  business 
in  the  vaccine  in  the  future. 

Final  report  on  last  year's  mammoth 
test  could  be  negative  or  inconclusive, 
but  there  are  no  present  indications  that 
it  will.  Report  is  expected  before  hot 
weather.  Last  summer's  polio  epidemic 
was  the  smallest  since  1947,  which 
might  or  might  not  be  a  reflection  ol 
the  effect  of  the  vaccine  on  the  test 
group.  Incidence  of  polio  fluctuates 
markedly  from  year  to  year  under 
'  natural"  conditions. 

If  vaccine  is  licensed,  priority  for  the 
first  9  million  shots  will  be  made  avail- 
able to  (a)  those  children  in  the  trials 
last  year  who  did  not  get  the  vaccine, 
but  were  a  control  group  who  got  a  shot 
of  a  harmless  substance,  (b)  to  preg- 
nant women,  and  (c)  to  school  children 
in  the  first  grade  everywhere  in  the  U.  S. 

To  continue  its  broadened  program 
dining  1955,  March  of  Dimes  starts  its 
annual  fund  drive  this  January,  with 
go.d  of  $64  million.  The  American 
Legion  has  given  special  endorsement 
to  support  of  March  of  Dimes  campaign 
in  these  crucial  years  where  final  vic- 
tory over  polio  offers  so  much  hope  of 
being  near.  Posts  are  advised  that  Post 
help  to  local  March  of  Dimes  chapters 
in  fund  campaign  is  in  line  with  specific 
nat'l  policy  established  at  the  St.  Louis 
Convention  of  1953,  when  March  of 
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Dimes  was  cited  by  name  as  a  nat'l  vol- 
untary health  agency  worthy  of  Legion 
support. 

Among  March  of  Dimes  financial 
needs  for  1955  are:  $29  million  for  con- 
tinued help  to  polio  victims,  $9  million 
for  further  work  on  the  Salk  vaccine, 
$8  million  deficit  on  last  year's  vaccine 
tests,  $4  million  for  continued  polio  re- 
search, $3  million  for  public  information 
regarding  polio. 

Heart 

Yet  another  health  fund  drive  in 
which  The  American  Legion  has  long 
played  more  than  a  passive  role  comes 
up  in  February,  which  is  Heart  Month- 
campaign  time  for  the  Heart  Fund  of 
the  American  Heart  Ass'n.  The  Legion, 
nationally,  gave  the  heart  ass'n  an  earlv 
$50,000  which  helped  it  build  itself 
into  an  important  nat'l  voluntary  health 
agency.  Since  that  time,  in  1948,  Heart 
Ass'n  has  donned  long  pants,  witli 
growing  public  support,  and  has  plowed 
more  than  $8  million  into  heart  disease 
research  and  other  public  services  re- 
lated to  heart  and  other  circulatory  af- 
flictions. 

Compared  to  the  widespread  damage 
done  by  heart  and  circulatory  diseases 
in  many  forms,  the  heart  ass'n  is  still 
badly  underwritten.  Those  diseases 
cause  more  than  52%  of  all  deaths, 
roughly  three  times  as  many  as  dreaded 
cancer. 

Biggest  targets  of  heart  research  are 


the  three  most  common  deadly  aspects 
of  heart  and  circulatory  disease,  arterial 
hardening,  high  blood  pressure  and 
rheumatic  fever.  Chief  public  services 
outside  of  research  rendered  by  heart 
ass'n  include:  informing  local  physicians 
of  latest  developments  in  heart  disease 
care  and  helping  rehabilitate  heart  dis- 
ease victims.  Nat'l  heart  ass'n  works  di- 
rectly with  56  state  and  local  heart 
ass'ns. 

The  Heart  Fund  drive  in  1955  will 
hit  a  climax  with  major  drives  in  more 
than  1,000  communities  on  Heart  Sun- 
day, Feb.  20.  Before  then,  local  Heart 
Ass'ns  will  organize  for  their  drives  and 
place  the  familiar  plastic-heart  collec- 
tion banks  in  public  places.  Assistance 
given  by  American  Legion  Posts  to  local 
Heart  Ass'ns  in  their  fund  drives  will  be 
in  line  with  long-standing  nat'l  Legion 
policy. 

The  AMA  &  Vets 

For  the  second  time  since  1949,  The 
American  Legion  has  offered  full  co- 
operation to  the  American  Medical  As- 
sociation in  studying  the  situation  in 
veterans  hospitalization,  of  which  the 
AMA  has  been  markedly  critical.  The 
new  invitation  for  an  objective  approach 
was  extended  to  the  AMA  House  of 
Delegates  by  Nat'l  Cmdr  Seaborn  P. 
Collins  (N.  Mex.)  when  he  addressed 
that  body  in  Miami,  Fla.,  on  Nov.  29. 

Cmdr  Collins  re-opened  an  avenue 
for  a  calm,  factual  approach  to  differ- 


NEW  SITE  FOR  CLASSIC  CHILD  SAFETY  PROGRAM 


Sketch  above  shows  plans  for  a  new,  permanent 
training  center  lor  Minnesota's  statewide  summer 
camp  for  members  of  school  safety  patrols,  known 
as  Legionville.  The  American  Legion  Dep't  of 
Minnesota  started  the  combined  school  and  sum- 
mer camp  in  1936,  and  school  patrol  children  such 
as  those  pictured  at  right  have  been  attending  ever 
since.  The  school  provides  uniform  training  for 
school  safety  patrols  all  over  the  state.  Police  ass'ns 
and  other  groups  are  co-sponsors. 

To  build  the  new,  permanent  training  center  on 
the  North  Long  Lake  site  shown,  Minnesota  Le- 
gion is  raising  $132,000.  Site  has  320  acres,  1,500 
feet  of  shore  line.  Planned  construction  will  accom- 
modate 120  boys  and  girls  a  week.  Last  summer, 
621  boys  and  girls  on  Minnesota  school  safety  pa- 
trols had  a  week's  training  and  fun  at  Legionville. 
New  site  will  handle  1,000.  Since  1921,  no  youngster 
has  been  killed  at  an  intersection  controlled  by 
Minnesota  school  safety  patrol  members. 


ences  of  opinion  regarding  veterans 
medical  care  when  he  invited  the  AMA 
to  participate  in  a  joint  Legion-AMA 
study  of  veterans  hospitalization,  aimed 
at  removing  that  subject  "from  the  area 
of  name-calling  and  propaganda." 

Collins  told  the  House  of  Delegates 
he  is  prepared  to  appoint  qualified 
American  Legion  representatives  to 
serve  on  a  joint  committee.  He  urged 
the  doctors  to  take  similar  action. 

"We  of  the  Legion  do  not  like,  to  see 
hospitalized  veterans  made  the  victims 
of  a  controversy  which  casts  unneces- 
sary and  unfounded  suspicions  upon 
their  entitlement  to  hospital  care,"  Col- 
lins said.  "You  do  not  like  that  either; 
you  couldn't,  and  still  honor  your  obli- 
gation to  comfort  and  heal  the  sick." 

If  we  agree  on  that  point,  he  said, 
"then  we  ought  to  try  in  all  sincerity  to 
broaden  the  agreement— and  remove  this 
particular  controversy  from  the  area  of 
name-calling  and  propaganda." 

The  Nat'l  Commander  devoted  vir- 
tually his  entire  address  to  the  veterans 
hospitalization  issue— a  matter,  lie  said, 
on  which  The  American  Legion  and  the 
AMA  "have  not  yet  reached  agreement." 

Asserting  that  the  nation's  responsi- 
bility and  the  wishes  of  the  people  are 
"fairly  expressed"  in  the  laws  govern- 
ing the  veterans  hospital  program,  Col- 
lins said: 

"The  American  Legion  neither  ex- 
pects nor  wants  the  Government  to  give 
carte  blanche  entitlement  to  medical 
care  to  all  veterans.  We  have  not  asked 
for  it.  The  VA's  goal  is  128,000  beds- 
for  more  than  20  million  veterans.  We 
are  not  seeking  any  major  increases  in 
this  goal. 

"At  the  same  time,  The  American 
Legion  does  not  want  to  see  any  war 
veteran  who  is  sick  and  in  need,  go 
without  proper  treatment." 

EDUCATION: 

Important  Powwows 

All  American  Legion  Dep'ts,  as  well 
as  Child  Welfare  and  Americanism 
workers,  and  other  Legionnaires  inter- 
ested in  education,  should  be  alert  to 
the  important  series  of  government- 
sponsored  conferences  on  education 
row  looming. 

President  Eisenhower  has  called  for 
a  series  of  State  Conferences  on  Educa- 
tion, to  be  climaxed  by  a  final  White 
House  Conference  on  Education,  in  or- 
der to  collect  the  views  of  educators 
and  of  citizens  interested  in  educational 
problems  —  presumably  as  a  guide  to 
State  and  Federal  thinking  on  education 
in  the  years  just  ahead.  Congress,  be- 
fore it  ended  its  last  session,  appropri- 
ated $900,000  to  sponsor  the  confer- 
ences, with  $700,000  going  to  assist  the 
preliminary  State  Conferences. 

In  addition  to  the  48  States,  provision 
is  made  for  underwriting  conferences  in 
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A  Business  of  Your  Own 

without  Investment! 

Start  a  dignified,  big-paying  Work  Uniform 
business  in  your  community.  There's  big 
money  just  for  taking  orders  for  work  uni- 
forms embroidered  to  advertise.  Customers 
are  everywhere — garages,  service  stations, 
factories,  institutions.  You  represent  the 
finest,  largest  selection  of  styles,  embroi- 
dery, fabrics  —  including  amazing  "wash 
and  wear"  Orion,  Dacron,  Dynel,  etc.  Sales 
come  easy.  Profits  art-  big.  Repeat  business 
insures  future.  AND  YOU  DON'T  INVKST 
A  PENNY  TO  GET  STARTED.  — npr  — 

EVERYTHING  YOU  NEED  SENT  FREE! 

Write  for  exciting,  full-color  SALES  DISPLAY  that  shows 
styles,  actual  fabric  samples  (including  miracle  Orion,  Dac- 
ron. etc. )  It  doesn't  cost  you  u  cent  .  .  .  yet  it  can  put  you  into  a  steady, 
bin:  pay  business  for  life.  Write  today. 

TOPPS.  Dept.  501     Rochester,  Ind. 


START  AS  HIGH  AS 
$4,205.00  A  YEAR 

Veterans  Get  Special  Preference 
Get  Ready  Now  for  1955  Examinations 

City  Mail  Carriers,  Post  Office  Clerks 

Clerks  and  Carriers  now  get  $3,270.00  the  first  year 
of  regular  employment  and  automatically  increase  1100 
a  year  to  $4,070.00.  open  to  -Men  —  Women  is  to  50. 
Clerks  and  Carriers  can  be  promoted  to  other  postal 
positions  paying  ;is  high  as  $8,437.00. 

Railway  Postal  Clerks 

Railway  Postal  clerks  get  $3,470.00  the  first  yeai  ol 
regular  employment,  being  paid  on  the  ftrsi  and  fifteenth 
of  each  month.  ($144.58  each  pay  day.)  Their  nay  Is 
automatically  increased  yearly  to  $4,270.00.  Advance 
may  be  had  to  Chief  Clerk  al  $6,505.00  a  year.  -Men 
IS  in  "ill  only. 


3  Days  On  —  3  Days  Off  —  Full  Pay 

Railway  Postal  Clerks  on  long  runs  usually  work  .'1 
days  and  have  ;;  days  otr  duty  01  in  the  same  proportion. 
During  this  otr  duty  their  pay  continues  just  as  though 
they  were  working.  They  travel  on  a  pass  when  on  busi- 
ness, when  they  grow  old,  they  are  retired  with  a 
pension. 

Many  Other  Positions 

Many  other  positions  are  obtainable.  Rural  Carriers  — 
Stenographers—  Typists — Patrol  Inspectors — .Meat  Inspec- 
tors etc.  Those  wishing  these  positions  .shonM  Qualify 
at  once. 

Get  Free  List  of  Positions 

Fill  mil  the  following  coupon.  Teal  ii  otr  and  mail 
it  today —NOW.  at  once. 

Although  the  Institute  is  not  government  controlled, 
ibis  ean  result  in  your  getting  a  well  paid  government  job. 

FRANKLIN  INSTITUTE.  Dept.  Y-112.  Rochester  4,  N  Y. 

Rush  to  me.  entirely  tree  of  charge  (li  a  full  de- 
scription ot  r.  s.  Government  Jobs:  ti!i  Free  copy  ol 
illustrated  30-page  hook,  "flow  to  Get  a  TJ.  s.  Govern- 
ment .lull"  with  (3)  l.isi  of  D,  S,  Government  .lobs: 
(41  Tell  me  about  my  Veteran  Preference  ami  how  to 
riualify  for  one  of  these  jobs. 


Use  This  Cniiimn  Before  Yon  Mislav  It.  Write  or  Print 
Plainly. 


D.  C,  Alaska,  Hawaii,  Puerto  Rico,  the 
Canal  Zone-  and  the  Virgin  Islands.  Stale 
allocations  of  funds  are  proportional  to 
population,  but  with  a  $5,000  minimum. 

Since  the  findings  of  the  preliminary 
and  final  conferences  are  apt  to  have 
profound  influence,  and  to  be  quoted  as 
a  source  ol  authority  on  what  the  people 
want  in  education  in  the  future,  it  is 
important  that  participation  in  the  con- 
ferences actually  provide  the  "broad 
base"  ol  citizen  representation  that  is 
sought  lor  them. 

The  State  Conferences,  which  will 
furnish  the  base  for  the  White  House 
Conference,  will  lie  arranged  by  the 
Governors  of  the  States.  It  would  be 
appropriate  for  each  American  Legion 
Dep't  to  request  representation  at  its 
State  Conference. 

LEGION  NUMBERS: 

Stories  have  appeared  on  these  pages 
from  time  to  time  referring  to  Post  I , 
Denver;  Post  1.  Paris;  Post  1,  Omaha, 
etc.  More  than  one  reader  has  asked 
win  Post  1  doesn't  light  somewhere  and 
stay  there.  Answer:  Each  Department 
of  The  American  Legion  has  its  own 
series  of  Post  numbers  starting  from  1 
anil  running  as  high  as  necessary. 

Less  well  known  is  the  mystery  of 
how  numbers  on  membership  cards  are 
arrived  at.  Legionnaires  may  be  inter- 
ested in  the  answer,  which  is:  Each 
year,  3,750,000  membership  cards  are 
printed.  They  are  numbered  in  four 
separate  lettered  series,  from  1  to 
1,000,000  except  the  fourth,  which 
rims  from  1  to  750,000.  Each  series  is 
keyed  to  a  letter.  The  new  cards  lor 
1955  use  the  letters  A,  B,  C  &  D,  starl- 
ing with  A-l  to  A-1,000,000;  then  B-l 
to  B-l,000,000-and  so  on.  The  cards 
lor  1951  used  U,  V,  W  &  X. 

SOCIAL  SECURITY: 

Some  Heal  Breaks 

Many  changes  were  made  in  the  So- 
cial Security  laws  in  1954,  nearly  all  of 
which  give  the  customer  a  better  break. 
Several  of  them  are  cited  here. 

1.  The  amount  of  Social  Security  co\  - 
erage  needed  to  insure  a  person  who  died 
between  1910  and  1950  icas  reduced. 
This  has  made  some  widows  of  men  who 
died  during  that  period  eligible  for  bene- 
fits, though  such  a  widow  may  have  been 
ineligible  lor  benefits  at  the  time  her 
husband  died  because  he  didn't  have 
enough  coverage.  Only  way  to  find  out 
if  such  a  widow  is  newly  eligible  for 
benefits  is  to  check  the  facts  of  one's  own 
rase  with  a  local  Social  Security  office. 
This  change  was  mentioned  on  these 
pa<j;es  last  month,  hut  is  repeated  here 
because  it  may  have  special  meaning  to 
many  veterans'  widows.  The  reduction 
of  coverage  required  has,  in  many  in- 
stances, made  the  Social  Security  cov- 
erage that  a  man  accumulated  while  on 


duty  with  the  Armed  Forces  sufficient  to 
qualify  his  widow  for  benefits  even  if 
he  was  not  covered  by  Social  Security 
at  all  in  his  regular  employment. 

2.  The  new  law  provides,  under  cer- 
tain conditions,  that  several  years  of 
earnings  under  Social  Security  coverage 
may  be  disregarded  in  figuring  how 
much  in  monthly  benefits  is  due  at  age 
65  or  upon  death.  Since  benefits  are  fig- 
ured by  averaging  earnings  in  every 
month  of  coverage,  this  change  prevents 
several  years  of  low  pay  (or  no  pay  at 
all)  from  dragging  down  the  amount  of 
monthly  benefits  that  can  be  drawn  at 
age  65,  or  by  survivors. 

3.  The  new  law  permits  "freezing" 
one's  record  during  indefinite  periods  oi 
disability  that  cause  joblessness.  This, 
too,  helps  prevent  a  long  and  unavoid- 
able jobless  period  from  dragging  down 
final  benefits. 

People  who  become  jobless  through 
what  looks  like  a  long  disability  now  and 
in  the  future  should  apply  for  the 
"freeze"  soon  after  the  disability  is  es- 
tablished. "Freezes"'  can  be  applied  after 
six  months  of  a  qualified  disability. 

People  now  receiving  old-age  pay- 
ments, who  were  jobless  for  more  than 
six  months  because  of  disability  before 
they  retired,  may  have  their  benefits  re- 
figured  to  see  if  the  new  law  w  ill  permit 
raising  their  present  payments. 

After  July,  1957,  "freezes"  may  not 
be  dated  back  more  than  one  year.  To- 
day they  may,  in  order  to  give  everyone 
a  chance  to  get  the  record  up  to  date. 

The  disability  "freeze"  also  helps  to 
qualify  for  benefits  people  who  miss  be- 
ing fully  insured  (and  hence  miss  being 
covered  at  all)  because  their  coverage 
was  interrupted  by  joblessness  caused  by 
disability. 

4.  Although  Social  Security  is  sup- 
posed to  pay  you  after  you  reach  65, 
there  have  always  been  limits  upon  how 
much  you  could  earn  by  working  after 
you  were  65,  and  still  draw  Social  Se- 
curity benefits.  Once  upon  a  time,  if  you 
earned  as  much  as  $600  a  year  after  you 
were  65,  you'd  get  nothing  from  Social 
Security.  Later  that  limit  was  upped  to 
$900  a  year. 

The  new  law  hikes  the  limit  again, 
letting  people  over  65  earn  even  more 
without  giving  up  their  Social  Security 
benefits.  This  time  it's  pegged  at  $f200 
;t  year,  and  in  addition,  money  that  you 
earn  above  $1200  does  not  cut  off  all 
benefits.  Instead,  benefits  are  gradually 
cut  back  according  to  how  much  more 
than  $1200  you  earn,  and  they  are  cut 
out  entirely  only  during  periods  when 
you  make  more  than  $2,080  a  year  by 
working  after  you're  65.  When  you  get 
to  be  72,  there's  no  limit  at  all  on  what 
you  can  earn  while  accepting  a  monthly 
Social  Security  check. 

Precise  details  of  the  ways  in  which 
these  and  other  of  the  new  Social  Se- 
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curity  provisions  may  or  may  not  be  ap- 
plied in  one's  own  case  should  be  gotten 
from  a  Social  Security  office.  The  full  de- 
tails do  not  lend  themselves  to  brief, 
clear  description. 

GOV'T  SERVICE: 

Believe  It  or  Not 

American  Legion  is  handling  some 
fantastic  cases  for  veterans  who  have 
been  fired  from  Federal  Civil  Service. 
Two  cases  illustrate  the  pattern: 

Case  1.  A  man  and  wife  both  worked 
for  the  government,  but  did  not  get 
along  with  one  another.  The  wife  ac- 
cused the  husband  of  "misconduct  off 
duty."  On  the  basis  of  the  wife's  charge, 
the  man  was  fired.  Later,  the  agency 
concerned  became  satisfied  that  the 
wife's  accusation  had  been  made  false- 
ly. The  wife  was  fired  for  "falsely  ac- 
cusing." "* 

Was  the  husband  hired  back?  No.  He 
remained  fired  because  the  accusation 
of  misconduct  off  duty  had  been  made, 
and  his  record  so  states. 

Case  2.  A  man  with  9  years'  unblem- 
ished record  in  Federal  employment  was 
arrested  by  local  police,  charged  with 
assault.  Before  his  trial,  the  Federal 
agency  for  which  he  worked  told  him 
he  was  "fired  forthwith"  because  the 
charge  of  assault  existed  on  the  police 
blotter.     The     discharged  employee 


claimed  that  he  had  been  assaulted  and 
had  fought  back  in  self-defense.  When 
his  case  came  up  in  court,  the  prosecu- 
tion dropped  its  charges  for  lack  of  evi- 
dence that  he  had  committed  the  as- 
sault. The  agency  that  fired  the  man 
was  not  interested  in  the  result  of  the 
court  action  or  proof  of  the  charges. 
The  man  remains  on  a  discharged  status, 
and  his  folder  contains  statement  that 
he  was  fired  for  "notorious  conduct  off 
duty." 

In  these  and  other  cases  of  dismissal 
from  gov't  jobs  for  reasons  connected 
with  private  lives,  numerous  agencies 
have  stated  plainly  that  they  are  not  in- 
terested in  the  truth  or  untruth  of 
charges  and  complaints  that  may  be 
found  somewhere  on  an  employee's  rec- 
ords, but  only  in  the  fact  that  charges 
have  been  made. 

One  case  involved  a  veteran  who  had 
once  been  charged  with  immoral  con- 
duct in  a  court  action.  Discovery  of  this 
court  record  was  made  a  basis  of  firing 
the  man  from  a  government  job.  A 
Legion  representative  appeared  at  a 
hearing  for  the  veteran.  He  brought 
with  him  several  witnesses  for  the  vet- 
eran, including  the  man's  former  wife 
who  had  made  the  original  charges  of 
immoral  conduct  in  court  and  was  ready 
to  testify  that  she  had  been  wrong.  The 
hearing  board  advised  the  Legion  rep- 


resentative that  he  could  save  his  own 
time  by  not  calling  the  witnesses,  since 
the  agency  involved  was  not  interested 
in  whether  or  not  the  veteran  had  com- 
mitted an  immoral  act,  but  only  in  the 
fact  that  he  had  been  charged  with  an 
immoral  act. 

The  incredulous  Legion  representa- 
tive asked  that  a  representative  of  the 
agency  be  called  to  state  the  agency's 
position.  The  representative  duly  ap- 
peared and  made  the  matter  official  by 
stating  that  "the  record  of  the  charges 
is  sufficient." 

While  the  detailed  histories  of  the 
above  cases  are  available,  there  remain 
some  instances  of  separation  from  gov- 
ernment service  in  which  the  details  are 
not  quite  clear.  For  instance  it  is  not 
yet  clear  who  commissioned,  promoted 
and  honorably  discharged  Major  Peress. 

THE  LEGISLATURE: 

New  Lineup 

As  a  result  of  recent  elections,  Demo- 
crats are  scheduled  to  take  over  control 
of  all  committees  of  the  House  and  Sen- 
ate. Change  will  move  the  senior  Demo- 
crat on  most  committees  into  the  chair- 
manship of  the  committees.  Chairmen 
of  committees  wield  considerable  con- 
trol over  fate  of  bills  that  come  before 
them.  Listed  below  are  the  probable 
shifts  in  chairmanships  of  committees 
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you  go  after  varmints  and 
farm  pests,  remember  they're  experts 
at  getting  away.  You'll  need  all  the 
"breaks."  And  here's  where  Rem- 
ington really  makes  a  difference! 

Shoot  any  Remington  varmint 
ammunition  and  see  what  loaded-to- 
the-limit  POWER  is  like!  See  what 
LONG  -  R;ANGE  performance 
means.  Discover  BULL'S-EYE  Rem- 
ington accuracy  and  the  exclusive 
world-famed  "Kleanbore"  priming 
that  keeps  your  barrel  bright  and 
clean. 

Once  you  do,  you'll  want  this 
extra-performance  ammunition 
every  time.  Ask  for  Remington  .  .  . 
for  results! 

Check  your  local  game  laws  before  hunting. 

REMINGTON     "EXPRESS":    the    extra-  "Kleanbore,"  "Express"  are  Reg.  U.  S.  Pat.  Off.  by 

power,  extra-long-range  shell  I  Remington  Arms  Company,  Inc.,  Bridgeport  2,  Conn. 

Other  varmint  and  pest-shooting  favorites:  Remington  218  Bee,  219  Zipper,  22  Hornet,  22  Savage, 
220  Swift  and  250  Savage. 


"HI-SPEED"  22  Long  Rifle: 
the  supersonic-speed  22  ! 


222  REMINGTON:  ideal  with  new 
Remington  Model  722  varmint  rifle. 


257  ROBERTS:  new  100  gr.  pointed  soft 
point  bullet  has  high  remaining  velocity. 


30-06  SPRINGFIELD:  new  110  gr.  pointed 
soft  point  bullet  makes  30-06  hunting 
rifles  good  varmint  guns  I 


Express 
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that  handle  considerable  legislation  in 
which  The  American  Legion  is  inter- 
ested. 

Veterans  Affairs  Committee: 

House:  Olin  E.  Teague  (Tex.)  to  suc- 
ceed Edith  Nourse  Rogers  (Mass.). 

Senate:  Senate  has  no  Veterans  Affairs 
Committee.  Most  veterans  legislation 
passes  through  Senate  Finance  Commit- 
tee or  Senate  Labor  and  Public  Welfare 
Committee.  Walter  F.  George  (Ga.)  is 
in  line  to  succeed  to  the  chairmanship 
of  the  Finance  Committee  but  will  prob- 
ably by-pass  it  to  take  chairmanship  of 
Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee. 
Finance  Chairman  is  then  apt  to  be 
Harry  Flood  Byrd  (Va.).  succeeding 
Eugene  D.  Miilikin  (Colo.)  Exactly  the 
same  situation  exists  on  the  Labor  and 
Public  Welfare  Committee.  James  E. 
Murray  (Mont.)  is  in  line  to  succeed  H. 
Alexander  Smith  (N.  J.).  But  Murray  is 
also  in  line  to  take  over  the  chairman- 
ship of  the  Interior  and  Insular  Affairs 
Committee,  and  prefers  that  post.  New 
chairman  of  the  Labor  and  Public  Wel- 
fare Committee  will  then  be  Lister  Hill 
(Ala.).  _ 

Appropriations  Committee: 

House:  Clarence  Cannon  (Mo.)  to 
succeed  John  Taber  ( N.  Y. ) .  Important 
to  veterans  is  the  subcommittee  on  in- 
dependent appropriations  which  handles 
the  VA  appropriations.  There  Albert 
Thomas  (Tex.)  is  slated  to  succeed  John 
Phillips  (Calif.). 

Senate:  Carl  Harden  (Ariz.)  to  suc- 
ceed Styles  Bridges  (X.  H.). 
Post  Office  and  Civil  Service  Committee: 

House:  Tom  Murray  (Tenn.)  to  suc- 
ceed Edward  H.  Rees  (Kan.). 

Senate:  Olin  D.  Johnston  (S.  D.)  to 
succeed  Frank  Carlson  (Kan.). 
Armed  Services  Committee: 

House:  Carl  Vinson  (Ga.)  to  succeed 
Dewey  Short  (Mo.). 

Senate:  Richard  B.  Russell  (Ga.)  to 


succeed  Leverett  Saltonstall  (Mass.). 
Foreign  Affairs  Committee: 

House:  James  P.  Richards  (S.  C.)  to 
succeed  Robert  B.  Chiperfield  (111.). 

Senate:  Walter  F.  George  (Ga.)  to 
succeed  Alexander  Wiley  (Wis.). 
Government  Operations  Committee: 

House:  William  L.  Dawson  (111.)  to 
succeed  Clare  E.  Hoffman  (Mich.). 

Senate:  John  L.  McClellan  (Ark.)  to 
succeed  Joseph  R.  McCarthy  (Wis.). 
Judiciary  Committee: 

House:  Emanuel  Celler  (N.  Y.)  to 
succeed  Chauncey  W.  Reed  (111.). 

Senate:  Harley  M.  Kilgore  (W.  Va.) 
to  succeed  William  Langer  (X.  D. ).  Kil- 
gore became  the  senior  Democrat  upon 
the  death  of  the  late  Pat  McCarran 
(Nev.). 

Un-American  Activities  Committee: 

House:  Francis  E.  Walter  (Pa.)  to 
succeed  Harold  H.  Velde  (111.). 
Banking  and  Currency  Committee: 

House:  Brent  Spence  (Ky.)  to  suc- 
ceed Jesse  P.  Wolcott  (Mich.). 

Senate:  J.  W.  Fulbright  (Ark.)  to  suc- 
ceed Homer  E.  Capehart  (Ind.).  Ful- 
bright became  the  senior  Democrat 
upon  the  death  of  the  late  Burnet  R. 
Maybank  (S.  C). 
Ways  and  Means  Committee: 

House:  fere  Cooper  (Tenn.)  to  suc- 
ceed Daniel  A.  Reed  (X.  Y.). 
Agriculture  and  Forestry  Committee: 

Senate:  Allen  J.  Ellender,  Sr.  (La.) 
to  succeed  George  D.  Aiken  (Vt.). 

YOUTH  LEADERSHIP: 

Fads  and  Figures 

Some  recent  facts  on  a  few  American 
Legion  youth  activities  reveal  how 
grass-roots  activities  of  many  Posts  add 
up. 

Of  47  American  Legion  Dep'ts  that 
held  Boys  States  in  1954.  44  had  sub- 
mitted reports  to  Xatl  Hq  recently.  The 


44  had  enrolled  18,752  boys  in  the  pro- 
gram. Typically,  individual  Posts  had 
sponsored  individual  boys,  and  paid  the 
fee  for  the  sponsored  boy  or  boys.  Fees 
ranged  from  $25  to  $40  per  boy  in  the 
different  Dep'ts.  All  told,  individual 
sponsors  paid  $577,380.50  (or  more 
than  )'<  million  dollars)  to  send  boys  to 
Boys  State  in  the  44  Dep'ts  reporting. 

To  the  typical  Post  it  looked  like  one 
or  two  boys  and  $30  to  $60,  and  by 
widespread  Post  participation  it  added 
up  to  18,752  boys  and  $577,380.50, 
with  3  Dep'ts  still  to  be  heard  from. 

A  recent  Boy  Scouts  of  America  re- 
port showed  3,850  Boy  Scout  units 
sponsored  by  American  Legion  Posts. 
The  Canal  Zone  led,  percentage-wise, 
with  tour  out  of  a  total  of  five  Posts 
sponsoring  Boy  Scout  units  — or  80%.  Of 
the  continental  Dep'ts,  Oregon  had 
47.4%  participation  with  80  Boy  Scout 
units  sponsored  in  a  Dep't  with  159 
Posts.  North  Dakota  ranked  next  with 
465?  participation.  Xew  York  Dep't 
sponsored  1,387  Boy  Scout  units  to  lead 
in  total  number. 

In  a  recent  survey  of  assistance  given 
to  Boys  Clubs  by  16  national  groups,  a 
report  of  the  Boys  Clubs  of  America 
showed  The  American  Legion  (through 
its  Posts)  assisting  more  Boys  Clubs 
than  any  other  organization  in  the 
nation. 

For  the  last  fiscal  year,  ending  July 
30,  1954,  American  Legion  Posts  pur- 
chased and  awarded  20,790  American 
Legion  School  Awards,  which  recognize 
scholarship  and  character  in  school  chil- 
dren. Mississippi  leads  percentage- wise 
in  the  School  Award  program,  Pennsyl- 
vania leads  numerically.  The  American 
Legion  in  Pennsylvania  purchased  4,000 
School  Awards  during  the  year.  Other 
Dep'ts  that  purchased  more  than  1,000 
were  Illinois,  California,  Mississippi  and 
New  York. 


PHEASANT  DINNER  1  OK  HOSPITALIZED  MINNESOTA  VETS 


Wayne  Bosto,  Korea  amputee,  hags  a  pheasant  as  Legionnaires  (left,  above).  At  right,  Dep't  Cmdr  Larry  Willett  joins  feed  as 
in  125  Minnesota  towns  conduct  annual  Legion  pheasant  hunt   Legion  serves  pheasant  to  4,000  hospitalized  vets,  Nov.  4. 
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BRIEFLY  NOTED: 

])  American  Legion  stamp  collectors  got 
a  chance  to  add  a  Legion-interest  1  st- 
day  catclieted  cover  to  their  collections, 
when  the  Mechanicsville.  Iowa,  Post 
Office  moved  into  part  of  Post  309's 
clubhouse  in  Mechanicsville.  Cacheted 
lst-day  covers  of  the  event  are  available 
from  Norman  Hatton,  531  Hegley  Bldg., 
Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa. 
])  A  colorful,  illustrated  brochure  giving 
a  day-by-day  description  of  the  landings 
and  battle  in  Normandy,  Corsica,  and 
Provence  has  been  made  available,  free 
of  charge,  to  American  Legion  Posts. 
Brochures,  containing  a  colored  map, 
will  be  shipped  express  collect  upon  re- 
quest to  the  French  Government  Tourist 
Office,  307  North  Michigan  Ave., 
Chicago  1,  111. 

}t  The  Wolfhound  Journal,  a  non-profit 
monthly  newspaper  featuring  news  of 
the  27th  Infantry,  of  its  former  members, 
and  of  a  Japanese  orphange  supported 
by  the  regiment,  makes  its  first  appear- 
ance this  month.  Checks  or  money  orders 
for  the  publication  should  be  made  pay- 
able to:  Wolfhound  Journal,  509  South 
Main  St.,  Fort\  ille,  Ind. 
}i  The  September  issue  of  The  Diplomat 
magazine  devoted  its  cover  and  eight 
illustrated  pages  to  The  American 
Legion.  Articles  in  this  issue  deal  with 
The  American  Legion  and  include  the 
program  of  the  36th  Nat  l  Convention.  A 
limited  number  of  copies  are  available 
to  Legionnaires  at  a  reduced  price  of  25^ 
each.  Orders  should  be  addressed  to:  I. 
Monte  Radlovic,  Editor,  The  Diplomat, 
1605  Conn.  Ave.,  N.W.  Washington  9, 
D.C. 

)\  Sir  Winston  Churchill  has  presented 
a  set  of  his  six-volume  work  on  WW2 
to  the  Memorial  Collection  of  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  Natl  Hq  Library.  The 
Memorial  Collection  contains  books  pre- 
sented as  memorials  honoring  deceased 
Legionnaires  or  saluting  Legionnaires  in 
general. 

II  Documents  tracing  the  history  of  the 
U.  S.  Marine  Corps  were  sealed  into 
the  cornerstone  of  the  Marine  Corps  War 
Memorial  when  it  was  dedicated  Nov. 
10  (anniversary  date  of  the  founding  of 
the  Corps),  at  a  spot  bordering  the 
northern  end  of  the  Arlington  (Va.) 
Nat'l  Cemetery.  A  100-ton  bronze  statue, 
depicting  the  historic  Flag-raising  on 
Mt.  Suribachi.  Iwo  Jima,  was  unveiled. 
The  Only  national  monument  to  Marines 
who  have  given  their  lives  for  their  coun- 
try, it  was  paid  for  by  Marines  and 
friends  of  the  Corps,  and  is  a  tribute 
to  all  Marines  killed  since  the  Corps  was 
founded,  as  well  as  to  those  Americans 
killed  while  fighting  with  the  Marines  in 
defense  of  freedom. 

]\  When  Thomas  Manning,  long-time 
employee  of  the  Green-Wood  Cemetery, 
Brooklyn,  N.  V..  was  combing  the  rec- 
ords of  the  118-year-old  burial  ground 


From  where  I  sit 
6u  Joe  Marsh 


Granny  Drives 
But  Won't  "Shift" 

Saw  Grandma  Taylor  parking  her 
1924  Franklin  out  in  front  of  the  office 
the  other  day.  Neat  as  a  pin,  hub  caps 
gleaming — the  whole  car  is  just  as 
shiny  as  it  was  the  day  she  bought  it 
30  years  ago. 

Then  I  stopped  and  looked  again — 
for  there,  hanging  on  the  spare  tire 
was  a  sign:  "This  car  NOT  for  sale." 

Asked  Granny  what  was  going  on. 
"Joe,"  she  says,  "it's  this  craze  for 
old  cars.  Everybody  wants  to  buy  my 
Franklin.  But  it  has  served  for  years 
and  it's  not  for  sale  at  any  price." 

From  where  I  sit,  it's  strictly  the 
new  cars  for  me — but  Grandma 
Taylor,  and  others,  are  certainly  wel- 
come to  their  "old  faithfuls."  It's 
simply  a  question  of  preference.  Same 
with  a  choice  of  beverages.  For  in- 
stance, I  like  a  temperate  glass  of  beer 
with  supper.  You  may  prefer  coffee. 
Fine!  The  important  thing  is  that  we 
respect  each  other's  choice — and  "ride 
along  smoothly"  together. 


Copyright  1954,  United  States  Brewers  Foundation 
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to  compile  a  list  of  the  historic  dead  in- 
terred there,  he  discovered  that  among 
them  was  Samuel  Chester  Reid.  a  naval 
hero  of  the  War  of  1812.  Reid  was  the 
man  who,  in  1818,  designed  the  Ameri- 
can Flag  now  in  use,  providing  for  the 
13  stripes  to  represent  the  original  13 
States  and  for  a  star  to  be  added  with 
the  admission  of  each  new  State.  The 
first  flag  of  Reid's  design,  sewn  by  his 
wife,  was  flown  at  the  Capitol,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  on  April  12,  1818.  Capt  Reid 
died  in  1861.  and  was  buried  in  an  un- 
marked grave  in  the  Green-Wood  Ceme- 
tery. 

]>  The  American  Legion  Nat'l  Securitj 
Division  has  announced  that  three  Nat'l 
Security  informational  pieces  of  general 
interest  are  available  in  limited  quantity. 
They  are:  The  Adequacy  of  Our  Present 
Defense  Program,  by  Adm  Radford. 
Chmn  of  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff;  Naval 
Targets  for  1955  (dealing  with  Navy 
personnel,  training,  and  equipment  for 
1955),  by  Adm  Carney,  Chief  of  Naval 
Operations;  and  Congressional  Record 
Reprint  (being  remarks  by  Senator  John 
W.  Bricker  on  the  injustices  which  are 
prevalent  as  a  result  of  the  NATO  Status 
of  Forces  Treaty,  which  permits  Ameri- 
can servicemen  on  duty  abroad  to  be 
tried  by  foreign  courts) .  Requests  should 
be  addressed  to:  Nat'l  Security  Division. 
The  American  Legion,  P.O.  Box  1055, 
Indianapolis  6,  Ind. 

]>  Parents  in  the  sparsely  settled  area  of 
the  Canadian  Northwest  will  soon  be 
getting  American  Legion  aids  for  child 
welfare  and  parenthood  training  as  the 
result  of  a  loan  of  American  Legion 
sound-slide  films  on  these  subjects  to 
the  Superintendent  of  Education  lor  the 
Canadian  Dep't  of  Northern  Affairs  and 
Nat'l  Resources. 

]►  A  series  of  20  x  24-in.  color  posters 
entitled  "The  United  States  Army  in 
Action"  is  av  ailable  from  the  Sup  t  ol 
Documents,  Gov't  Printing  Olfice,  Wash- 
ington 25.  D.  C.  Posters  show  some  of 
the  gallantry,  initiative  and  accomplish- 
ments which  have  established  the  Army 
tradition  in  various  campaigns  since  the 
American  Revolution.  The  first  eight  of 
the  series  of  13  are  sold  only  as  sets  at 
$1.25  per  set.  The  other  five  sell  at  I5r 
each  or  $2  for  the  complete  series. 
}t  Oldest  man  and  w  oman  Legionnaires 
appear  to  be  (man)  Charles  Hedberg, 
95,  of  Post  67,  Salmon,  Idaho,  and 
(woman)  Mrs.  Bernadine  D.  Means.  90, 
new  member  of  Post  14,  Martinsburg, 
W.  Ya..  and  a  resident  of  Hedgesville, 
W.  Va. 

Hedberg  was  born  in  Texas.  Oct.  15. 
1859.  He  fought  in  Indian  warfare  in 
Montana,  in  the  Spanish-American  War 
and  Boxer  Rebellion,  and  in  WW1. 

Mrs.  Means  was  born  Dec.  26,  1864, 
was  an  Army  Nurse  in  WW1.  She  joined 


the  Legion  last  fall  because  of  the  cour- 
tesy extended  to  her  by  Legionnaires  in 
California  when  she  was  hospitalized 
during  a  recent  trip  there.  Her  daughter. 
Mrs.  Nancy  Collins,  a  WW1  Yeoman- 
ette.  joined  at  same  time. 

There  is  no  official  record  of  oldest 
Legionnaire.  Above  is  based  on  best  cur- 
rent information  available. 
}  The  Zouaves,  famous  very  close  order 
American  Legion  drill  team  of  Jackson, 
Mich.,  have  been  signed  to  perform  in 
Danny  Kaye  picture  "The  Court  Jester." 
1)  The  proceedings  of  the  36th  American 
Legion  Nat'l  Convention,  held  at  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  were  recorded  on  both 
tape  and  conventional  record  discs 
in  all  speeds.  Additional  information 
and  price  list  are  available  from:  Sound 
Studios,  Inc..  306  Sixth  St.,  N.W.,  Wash- 
ington. D.  C. 

]l  A  change  in  the  rules  governing 
American  Legion  Junior  Baseball  has 
been  announced  by  Commissioner  Lou 
Brissie.  The  new  rule  declares  that 
"Competition  is  open  only  to  boys  born 
Sept.  1,  1937,  or  thereafter.  Any  boy 
born  between  Sept.  1,  1937,  and  Jan. 
1,  1938,  will  be  eligible  to  be  signed  by 
professional  baseball  if  he  completes  his 
schooling  by  July  15,  1955." 
)  By  obtaining  102.97?  of  its  1955 
membership  quota  by  Nov.  24.  Dep't  of 
North  Dakota  became  the  first  Dep't  in 
the  nation  to  exceed  its  1955  quota. 
)  On  Dec.  2.  nat'l  membership  for  1955 
stood  at  1.403,985.  or  15,187  ahead  of 
the  same  date  a  year  earlier.  Iowa,  with 
76.58%  of  quota,  was  2nd  to  N.  Dak. 

PEOPLE  IN  THE  NEWS: 

Nat'l  Cmdr  Seaborn  P.  Collins,  desig- 
nated Man  of  the  Year  by  his  alma  mater. 
Daniel  Baker  College  (now  Howard 
Pay  ne  College ) . 

Past  Nat'l  Cmdr  Arthur  ].  Council, 
made  a  Chevalier  in  the  French  Nat'l 
Order  of  the  Legion  of  Honor. 

Dr.  W.  J.  Danforth,  long-time  Legion- 
naire of  Fort  Worth,  Tex.,  awarded  the 
Citation  of  Appreciation  by  the  Army. 

Past  Nat'l  Cmdr  Paul  V.  McNutt,  hos- 
pitalized by  a  throat  infection,  in  New 
York.  N.  Y. 
Died 

Col.  William  Alexander  Graham,  one 
of  the  Founders  of  The  American 
Legion,  of  a  heart  attack  after  a  long 
illness,  in  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

George  E.  Flood,  member.  American 
Legion  Nat'l  Legislativ  e  Commission  and 
former  Nat'l  Executive  Committeeman 
from  Washington  (1941-43),  suddenly, 
in  Seattle.  Wash. 

Kirk  C.  Miller,  formerly  on  the  Babe 
Ruth  All-American  Baseball  Board  and 
brother  of  Watson  B.  Miller,  former  Di- 
rector, American  Legion  Nat'l  Rehabili- 
tation Commission,  in  Washington,  D.  C. 


RECENT  POST  DOINGS: 

1)  Post  153,  Park  Ridge,  N.  J.,  annually 
compiles  a  local  classified  business  direc- 
tory which  also  lists  community  services. 
The  directory  is  supported  by  local  mer- 
chants and  is  distributed  without  charge 
to  each  family  in  the  community.  Post 
Cmdr  Ralph  J.  Caneva  has  offered  to 
furnish  details  of  the  plan  and  a  copy 
of  the  directory  to  any  Post  interested  in 
the  project.  Address  inquiries  to  Ralph 
Caneva,  172  Spring  Valley  Road.  Park 
Ridge.  N.  J. 

)  Post  107.  Imperial.  Calif.,  numbers 
among  its  members  five  brothers,  all  vets 
of  WW2.  They  are  George.  Harry, 
James,  Shosaku.  and  Oscar  Kodama. 


Ed  Weaver,  Philippine  Dep't  Child 
Welfare  Officer,  surveys  some  of  the 
thousands  of  items  of  clothing  and 
school  supplies  toilet  ted  by  Stateside 
Legion  Auxiliary  and  distributed 
through  Post  10.  Clark  AFP,,  P.  I. 


])  Post  332,  Batavia,  N.  Y..  constructed 
and  donated  an  outdoor  fireplace  for  the 
use  of  patients  at  the  VA  Hospital  in 
Batavia.  On  the  day  that  the  fireplace 
w  as  dedicated,  the  patients  were  treated 
to  a  wiener  roast. 

)  Post  444.  Worcester,  Mass.,  voted 
unanimously  to  award  a  gold  medal  an- 
nually to  the  outstanding  sophomore  in 
the  Pershing  Rifles  (nat'l  R.O.T.C.  hon- 
orary society)  at  Worcester  Polytechnic 
Institute.  Post's  action  is  a  gesture  of 
appreciation  lor  the  cooperation  the 
Pershing  Rifles  unit  has  given  the  Post 
on  numerous  ceremonial  occasions. 
)  Post  515.  Creenwich,  N.  Y.,  which  hit 
a  new  membership  high  (205  members) 
in  1954.  distributed  5.000  copies  of  the 
new  pledge  of  allegiance  to  the  Flag  to 
schools,  business  places,  etc. 
)  Post  28.  Glendive.  Mont.,  had  charge 
of  the  flag-raising  ceremonies  at  the 
dedication  of  an  airport  when  Frontier 
Airlines  began  service  in  that  area. 
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>  Post  1768,  Mt.  Vernon,  N.  Y.,  col- 
lected 130  pints  of  blood  for  two  boys 
who  suffer  from  hemophilia  and  who 
need  large  amounts  of  blood. 

]>  Post  71,  Attalla,  Ala.,  rendered  a  com- 
munity service  by  staging  the  Etowa 
County  Fair. 

>  Post  469,  Detroit,  Mich.,  which  has  a 
membership  of  137,  donated  $1,000  to 
the  furnishing  fund  of  The  American 
Legion  Hospital  at  Battle  Creek. 

j>  Post  and  Unit  357,  Minerva,  Ohio, 
have  raised  approximately  $6,000  to  as- 
sist victims  of  a  freak  tornado  that 
leveled  two  rural  homes  near  Minerva. 
;>  Post  435,  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  was  as- 
signed a  quota  of  195  members  for  1955. 
As  of  Nov.  18,  Post  had  305  members. 
Post  credits  much  of  its  membership 
success  to  an  aggressive  campaign  which 
included  a  canvass  (by  telephone)  of 
prospective  members  within  the  Post 
area. 

>  Television  reception  at  Sunmount  VA 
Hospital  in  upstate  New  York  is  no  or- 
dinary thing.  It  takes  65  feet  of  antenna 
to  pull  in  Channel  6  (Montreal),  and 
that's  nearly  $6,000  worth.  Post  385 
(Metropolitan  Life  Insurance  Co.), 
New  York  City,  installed  the  antenna 
with  funds  raised  from  its  members, 
from  other  Metropolitan  employees,  and 
from  poppy  sales.  All  told,  Post  385 
raised  $11,933.32,  and  spent  it  on  vet- 
erans welfare  projects  in  fiscal  year 
1953-54. 

]>  Post  225,  Bellflower,  Calif.,  opened 
new  $25,000  Post  home.  Home,  which 
is  available  for  community  gatherings, 
has  a  meeting  room  which  can  hold  275- 
300  persons  for  dance  or  dinner. 
!>  Post  741,  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.,  sponsored 
a  night  football  game  between  Upsala 
College  (N.  J.)  and  Kings  College 
(Wilkes-Barre).  Program  included  color 
guard  show  by  Posts  of  12th  Pa.  District 
and  performance  by  the  Nat'l  Drum  & 
Bugle  Corps  Champions  of  Post  199, 
Hawthorne,  N.  J. 

]>  The  key  talk  that  opened  the  1955 
membership  campaign  of  Post  63  (Dep't 
of  Interior  Post),  Washington,  D.  C, 
was  delivered  by  Sec.  of  Interior  Doug- 
las McKay. 

]>  At  the  annual  Military  Ball  which  it 
sponsors,  Post  792,  Los  Angeles,  Calif., 
presented  its  Americanism  Award  to 
Samuel  Fuller,  motion  picture  writer, 
producer,  and  director  for  his  work 
against  communism. 
]>  By  Nov.  6,  Post  14,  Chattanooga, 
Tenn.,  had  1,860  members  for  1955, 
and  had  set  its  membership  sights  at 
2,622.  Post  membership  program  in- 
cluded radio  talks  over  station  WDEF, 
and  use  of  cooperative  "AL  Weeks" 
newspaper  ads.  Post  is  active  in  its  com- 
munity and  is  one  of  several  Tennessee 
and  Georgia  Posts  which  are  helping  to 
raise  $140,000  for  a  new  Boy  Scout 
Camp     (Camp    Cherokee)    in  Polk 


NEW  GREASELESS  WAY  TO  KEEP  YOUR  HAIR  NEAT  ALL  DAY 


New  Vitalis  with  V-7  makes  even 
dry,  unruly  hair  easy  to  manage 

V-7,  the  gretiseless  grooming  discovery 
now  in  Vitalis,  outdates  messy  oils. 
Keeps  your  hair  neat,  yet  you  never 
have  an  over-slick,  plastered-down  look. 


What's  more.  Vitalis  gives  you  wonder- 
ful protection  from  dry.  brittle  hair  and 
parched  scalp — even  after  a  shampoo. 
Try  it — you'll  like  it! 

VITALIS  HAIR  TQNIC  WITH  V-7 

PRODUCT  OF  BRISTOL-MYERS 


WANTED 

MAN  WITH  CAR 


No  Time  Like 

Now  to  Get  ln||i| 

McNess  Business 

It's  no  trick  to  make 
good  money  when  you 
use  your  car  as  a  McNess  "Store 
on  Wheels."  Farmers  buy  everything 
they  can  from  McNess  Men  because 
McNess  Products  are  tops  in  quality, 
represent  extra  values.  Attractive  busi- 
ness-getting prizes  and  premiums;  also 
money-saving  deals  to  customers  make 
selling  McNess  daily  necessities  a  snap. 

We  Supply  Capital— Start  Now! 

There's  no  better  work  anywhere.  Pay3 
well,  permanent,  need  no  experience  to 
start,  and  we  supply  capital  to  help  you 
get  started  quick.  You  begin  making  money  first  day. 
Write  at  once  for  McNess  Dealer  Book.  It's  FREE. 
Tells  alt — no  obligation.  (1) 

THE  McNESS  CO.,  179  Clark  St.,  Freeport,  III. 


IseYour 
CAR. 

to  Raise 
Your 
PAY 


Rush  a  postcard  today  for  my  powerful 
FREE  Shoe  Selling  Outfit.   It  contains 
everything  you  need  to  start  a  steady 
profit,  repeat-order  shoe  business!  Just 
2  sales  a  day  earns  you  up  to  $217  a 
month  EXTRA!  It's  amazingly  easy  I  „ 
Just  show  friends,  relatives  Mason's  Mf f 
famous  shoes  with  comfortable  Air-  Jml/lt, 
Cushion  innersoles.  People  like  buy 
ing  the  Mason  way  because  they  ehoosi 
from  over  160  dress,  sport,  work  styles 
for  men  and  women— including  Nyloi 
mesh, Cush-N-Crepe and  SafetyToe 
work  shoe  styles   Because  yo 
draw  from  stock  of  200.000  pairs 
in  an  amazing  range  of  sizes  and 
widths,  customers  get  the  exact 
size,  width  and  style  they  order! 
Our  shoes  are  not  sold  in  stores 
.  .  .  people  must  buy  from  YOU! 
Start  making  BIG  MONEY  now 
.  .  .  send  for  your  FREE  Special 
OutfltTODAY!   


Writ* 
TODAYI 

MASON  SHOE  MFC.  CO. 


CUH0  FVT  HOMES  CUT  BUiU).HG  cqSTS 


OF 


IGNS  j 


Build  your  own  home  and  save 
the  builders'  profit  —  plus  savings 
in  lumber  and  labor  with  Sterling 
Ready- Cut  -  Homes.  Anyone  can 
assemble  with  simple,  easy  to 
follow   plans   furnished.  Every 


INTERNATIONAL  MILL  AND  TIMBER  CO. 
DEPT.  AL  15  BAY  CITY,  MICHIGAN 


house  complete  with  all  lumber, 
roofing,  nails,  glass,  hardware, 
paint,  doors  and  windows,  marked 
ready  to  erect.  Freight  paid. 
Complete  building  plans  ready  for 
filing  at  low  cost.  Sold  separately 
if  desired.    Write  today! 

ORDER  NOW  |  / 

SAVE  UP  TO  73 

PRICED  FROM 

$2150  up 

Five  Easy 

 Payment  Plans 

Send  25c  for  NEW 
COLOR  CATALOG 
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County,  Tenn.  It  publishes  a  well-edited 
newspaper,  The  General. 
]\  Post  846,  Chicago,  111.,  has  provided 
a  young  lady  with  a  scholarship  cover- 
ing the  cost  of  a  nurse's  training  course. 
\\  Dwindling  membership  caused  Post 
956,  McClure,  111.,  to  decide  to  disband. 
Post  planned  one  last  fling  and  sent  in- 
vitations to  its  break-up  party— a  turkey 
dinner  —  to  vets  in  Post  area.  The  33 
vets  who  attended  objected  to  disband- 
ing. Results:  (1)  21  vets  paid  their 
1955  dues  on  the  spot,  thus  giving  Post 
largest  membership  in  five  years;  (2) 
Post  may  soon  make  the  300%  member- 
ship list. 

]\  Post  85,  Kankakee,  111.,  equipped  the 
city  Fire  Department  with  radio  appa- 
ratus, and  installed  a  new  accounting 
system  for  the  city. 

]i  Post  281,  Waukegan,  111.,  presented  a 
21 -in.  television  set  to  the  Betsy  Ross 
cottage  at  the  Illinois  Soldiers'  and  Sail- 
ors' Children's  School,  at  Normal,  111. 

MISSING 
IN  KOREA 

Name,  rank,  and  complete  unit  should  be 
clearly  spelled  out  —  no  abbreviations.  Re- 
plies to  these  notices  which  ask  lor  money 
.should  be  reported  to  the  editors. 

179th  R.C.T.,  1st  Bn,  Co  C-Pfc  (later  Cpll  Free- 
man D.  Satterlee  missing  May  14,  1952.  near 
Changgun-gol.  He  may  be  remembered  by  his 
buddies  as  the  man  who,  on  Apr.  27,  1952, 
had  his  picture  taken  sitting  on  his  steel  hel- 
met on  Hill  477.  just  behind  the  front  lines. 
Anyone  who  knows  what  happened  to  him. 
please  write  his  mother,  Mrs.  Fred  Satterlee, 
5th  Ave.  North.  Denison.  Iowa. 

1st  Cav  Div,  5th  Cav  Red,  Co  G  -  Pfc  George 
David  Gilbert  Carr  died  Sept.  5,  1950.  as  a 
result  of  wounds  received  in  action  on  Hill 
303.  His  parents  would  like  to  contact  men 
who  served  with  him  in  order  to  secure  more 
information  about  his  death.  Write  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
R.  J.  Carr,  1610  Groveland,  Flint,  Mich. 

COMRADES 
IN  DISTRESS 

Space  does  not  permit  notices  to  contact 
persons  lor  any  purpose  except  to  assist  in 
establishing  a  claim  lor  a  veteran  or  his  de- 
pendents. Statement  to  that  effect  should 
accompany  notice. 

Army 

Fort  Leonard  Wood,  Mo.,  31st  Engrs,  Co  A;  or 
E.R.T.C.,  Hq  Co  (Auk.  6,  1942  -  Sept.  26, 
1944)-At  the  time  of  the  flood  in  1943.  I  hurt 
my  neck  when  I  fell  from  a  truck  at  the  pon- 
toon area  and  landed  on  a  pile  of  bridge 
timbers.  I  was  not  hospitalized,  but  was  sent 
to  the  dispensary.  I  was  a  corporal,  instructor 
in  the  E.R.T.C.  Need  help  to  establish  claim. 
Write  me,  Clarence  L.  Avant,  237  East  Young 
St.,  San  Antonio  4,  Texas. 

91st  Div,  363rd  Inf,  Co  L-In  1918.  2  or  3  days  be- 
fore our  company  was  relieved  on  Oct.  4.  I 
(a  Pvt )  was  gassed.  A  chow  detail  was  leaving 
my  company;  it  passed  just  as  I  was  gassed. 
That  night  I  awoke  at  about  11  o'clock  in  a 
Field  Hospital.  In  order  to  establish  claim, 
need  to  hear  from  anyone  who  remembers  the 
incident,  especially  from  Lt  Walden  or  Sgt 
Grover  Pelican  who  had  me  picked  up.  Write 
me.  Nick  Robinette,  Raven,  Va. 

X2nd  Airborne  Div,  13th  Airborne  Div,  409th  Air- 
bort  •  QM  Co-In  order  to  establish  claim, 
need  to  hear  from  anyone  who  served  with 
this  company  in  France  (when  it  was  part 
of  the  13th  Airborne  Div)  or  at  Fort  Bragg. 
N.  C.  (when  it  was  part  of  the  82nd  Airborne 
Div),  from  the  fall  of  1945  through  Nov.. 
1946.  who  remembers  T/5  Ernest  Conyers  and 


the  ailment  he  suffered.  Write  his  widow,  Mrs. 
Ernest  Conyers,  604  10th  Ave.  North,  Fargo, 
N.  Dak. 

Evacuation  Hospital   15   (France,  1917-1919)-In 

order  to  establish  claim.  I  need  to  contact 
William  J.  Dillon.  Warren  T.  O'Hara,  Andrew 
J.  Jackson,  James  L.  Lovejoy,  Hampton  M. 
Barker,  David  B.  Deupree.  George  A.  Picken, 
or  any  member  of  this  organization.  Contact 
me.  Dr.  Harold  K.  Mouser  (former  Capt, 
MD.  USA;  formerly  of  Marion.  Ohio),  931 
Cotorro  Ave.,  Coral  Gables  46,  Fla. 
29th  Div,  115th  Inf,  Service  Co-Need  to  contact 
Joe  Rolfe,  John  Bodnar,  Lipsitz,  Blair  Shaw, 
and  Jester.  Write  me.  Paul  M.  Orletsky,  920 
Von  Lunen  Rd.,  Johnstown,  Pa.  Claim  pend- 
ing. 

308th  Inf,  Co  G— Need  to  contact  anyone  who 
served  with  Pfc  Guiseppe  Loguidice  in  France 
in  1918  or  1919.  Loguidice  was  gassed;  he 
was  discharged  at  Camp  Devens.  Mass.,  Feb. 
20,  1919.  Write  Guiseppe  Loguidice,  273  Mar- 
ket St..  Hartford  3,  Conn.  Claim  pending. 

104th  Div,  386th  Field  Artillery,  Hq  Battery-Need 
to  hear  from  anyone  who  recalls  back  injury 
which  T/5  Otis  F.  Puckett  suffered  while  un- 
loading switchboard  in  Cologne.  Germany. 
Especially  need  to  hear  from:  T/5  Malcolm 
Kronline;  Cpl  Bryan  Hall;  Pfc  Mennick;  and 
Carl  Pate.  Write  Otis  F.  Puckett,  West  End, 
N.  C.  Claim  pending. 

96th  Div,  383rd  Inf,  Co  G-In  July,  1943,  Pfc  Ed- 
ward R.  Shotton  suffered  a  back  injury  as  a 
result  of  a  truck  accident  while  on  desert 
maneuvers  in  Medford.  Ore.  In  order  to  es- 
tablish claim,  need  to  hear  from  anyone  who 
remembers  the  accident  or  Shotton's  injuries. 
Especiallv  need  to  hear  from:  Dnoald  F. 
Kroger,  Sioux  Falls,  S.  Dak.;  Jack  Gillette, 
Spooner,  Wis.;  Sgt  Molendorf.  Shenandoah, 
Iowa.  Write  Edward  R.  Shotton,  Mound  City, 
Kans. 

1st  Cavalry,  Troop  G,  Douglas,  Ariz.— Need  to 
hear  from  anyone  who  remembers  me  or  my 
hospitalization  for  knee  injury  during  period 
Aug.  28.  1919 -June  28.  1921.  Write  me, 
Robert  Miller,  Box  51-B,  Accord,  N.  Y.  Claim 
pending. 

58th  C.A.C.,  Hq  Co  (France,  A.E.F.,  1918l-ln 

order  to  establish  claim,  I  need  to  hear  from 
any  members  of  this  unit,  especially  from: 
Granville  S.  Hall;  Sgt  Ranson;  Pvt  Conner s; 
Pvt  LaCross.  Most  especially  need  to  hear 
from  Maj  Parcher,  M.D.;  Maj  Liggett.  M.D.: 
Capt  Litchfield.  M  D.  Write  me.  William  A. 
Reagin,  317  N.  Division.  Mattoon.  III. 
84th  Div.,  334th  Inf,  Co  C-On  or  about  Feb.  26, 
Pfc  Harold  J.  Cheek  was  injured  near  Baal, 
Germany.  He  was  on  a  truck  which  was  part 
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ASSETS 

Cash  on  hand  and  on  deposit.  .  .  .! 

400,191.02 

394,750.15 

410,577.01 

6(10,983.22 

Permanent  Trusts: 

Overseas  Graves  Decoration 

Employees'  Retirement 

Trust  Fund   1,729,699.52 

1,986,176.85 
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Permanent  Trusts: 

Overseas  Graves  Decoration 

Trust  Fund  256,477.:;:: 

Employees'  Retirement 
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Excess  of  Income 
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of  a  convoy  which  came  under  artillery  bom- 
bardment. He  was  one  of  the  first  men  to 
jump  off  the  truck  and  someone  jumped  oil 
behind  him,  thus  striking  him  in  the  back  and 
injuring  him  severely.  The  following  were  on 
the  truck  or  know  of  the  incident:  Lavton  W. 
Smith;  Walter  C.  Erickson;  Donald  D.  Hart; 
Dan  W.  Justice;  Oliver  H.  Loper;  Jack  Myers; 
Fred  R.  Simmons:  Walter  E.  Hansen;  Nicho- 
las Spinato.  Need  to  hear  from  anyone  who 
has  information  about  the  incident.  Write 
Harold  i.  Cheek,  3  Pelzer  St.,  Belton,  S.  C. 
Claim  pending. 

Camp  Anza,  Calif.,  Station  Hospital,  Detachment 
of  Patients-On  Nov.  17.  1945,  a  wreck  oc- 
curred in  a  truck  convoy  on  the  way  to  a  foot- 
ball game  between  St.  Mary's  and  U.C.L.A. 
I  need  to  locate  a  soldier  who  was  removed 
from  the  wreck  and  taken  to  Seaside  Memorial 
Hospital  at  Long  Beach.  Calif.  He  lived  in  the 
Los  Angeles  area,  and  was  formerly  from  the 
Squirrel  Hill  section  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  This 
man,  or  his  parents  who  visited  with  me  in 
the  hospital,  may  recall  my  having  complained 
of  a  back  injury.  The  back  injury  is  mentioned 
in  my  records,  but  there  is  no  record  of  treat- 
ment; I  was  being  treated  for  a  possible  brain 
concussion  at  the  time.  Write  me.  (former 
Pfc)  Edwin  C.  Huminski,  3106  Home  Ave., 
Pittsburgh  34,  Pa.  Claim  pending. 

I.R.T.C.,  Fort  Met  Mian.  Ala.;  O.C.S.  Class  115, 
Fort  Benning,  Ga.— Need  to  contact  anyone 
who  served  in  these  units  with  2nd  Lt  William 
Watt  Russell.  Also  need  to  contact  anyone 
who  served  with  him  at  the  Officers  Mess 
Management  Course  G,  Fort  Bliss,  Tex.,  or 
in  the  97th  Inf  Div,  387th  Inf,  Co  K,  Camp 
Swift,  Tex.  He  especially  remembers  (from 
Camp  Swift  I  Lieutenants  Chas.  Sagona,  Up- 
perco,  Eddie  Reeves,  Don  Marvin,  and  Arthur 
Petchulat,  and  Cpl  Smith,  Sgt  Kolesky,  and 
Pvt  Moore.  Write  William  Watt  Russell,  c/o 
Mrs.  Alethia  Anne  Russell,  401  Fourth  St., 
N.E.,  Cairo,  Ga. 

30th  Div,  105th  Engineers,  Co  B-Need  to  hear 
from  anyone  who  remembers  me,  or  who  re- 
calls that  I  was  gassed  between  Oct.  17  and 
Oct.  21,  1918.  I  was  in  a  British  hospital  in 
Rouen,  France,  and  was  later  transferred  to 
Liverpool  Merchants'  Hospital  in  Trouville, 
France.  Write  me,  Frank  A.  Holing.  618  West 
26  St.,  Wilmington,  Del.  Claim  pending. 

Navy 

19th   C.B.   Special   (later  41st  C.B.  Speciah-In 

Nov..  1943,  I  suffered  a  back  injury  at  Camp 
Perry,  Va.  My  back  was  taped  for  three  days, 
and  I  was  obliged  to  walk  in  a  stooped  posi- 
tion aboard  the  USS  John  Cabot.  In  order  to 
establish  claim,  I  need  lo  hear  from  men  who 
served  with  this  outfit  in  Camp  Perry,  Va., 
and  in  New  Guinea.  Particularly  need  names 
and  addresses  ol  medical  corpsmen  who  served 
with  the  outfit  in  these  places.  Write  me,  Paul 
Durante,  35-20  24th  St..  Long  Island  City, 
N.  Y. 

USS  ATR-13  (I944-45)-In  order  to  establish  claim, 
need  to  hear  from  shipmates  and  from  Pharma- 
cist's Mate  lc  Jimmy  Diflenbach  who  remem- 
ber that  I  received  treatments  for  flat  feet  and 
back  condition.  Also  need  to  hear  from  Ensign 
Bruns  who  treated  me  for  flat  feet  and  back 
at  Sampson  in  1943.  on  advice  of  Dr.  Ken 
Strong.  Write  me,  Jacob  (Stores)  Rosenfeld, 
247  Hart  St..  Brooklyn  6,  N.  Y. 

Parris  Island.  S.  C,  Marine  Corps  Barracks,  Music 
School  Detachment— I  served  as  an  Apprentice 
Bugler  from  Aug.,  1917,  to  Apr.,  1919.  In 
order  to  establish  claim,  I  need  to  hear  from 
anyone  who  served  with  me.  Write  me.  Julius 
E.  Guild,  660  13th  Ave.  South,  St.  Petersburg, 
Fla. 

Former  POW's  in  the  Far  East— Need  to  contact 
anyone  who  knew  Thomas  Jefferson  ("Cal") 

Coolidge,  retired  Navy  man  who  owned  and 
operated  the  Luzon  Bar  in  Manila,  P.  L,  and 
who  fought  on  Corrigedor  and  died  on  the 
Japanese  prison  ship  Orvoku  Maru.  Especially 
need  the  addresses  of  John  Pecoris,  Raymond 
("Blackie")  Wells.  I.  Adams,  and  B.  Phillips, 
former  POW's.  Write  Miss  Zelma  Coolidge, 
16  W.  74th  St..  New  York,  N.  Y. 
4th  Marine  Div,  39th  Replacement  Draft-In  order 
to  establish  claim,  1  need  to  hear  from  Edward 
Bruce  and  Robert  Kessler  or  from  anyone 
who  knows  their  whereabouts.  Write  me, 
Billy  L.  (B.  L.)  Bailey,  520  So.  1st,  R.R.  #2, 
Perry,  Iowa. 

Air 

Sherman  Field,  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  355th 
Base  Unit— In  order  to  establish  claim,  I  need 
to  contact  those  who  served  with  this  unit 
from  Julv.  1943  to  Oct.,  1945.  Write  me.  Jo- 
seph C.  Hoehn,  312  Marshall  Ave.,  St.  Paul. 
M  inn. 

240th  Aero  Service  Sqdn,  Dorr  Field,  Arcadia, 
Fla.— In  Sept.  or  Oct.,  1918,  I  lett  the  flying 
field  at  about  6:30  p.m.  and  went  to  my  bar- 
racks. As  I  entered  the  doorway.  I  was  struck 
in  the  eye  by  a  ball.  The  eye  was  blinded  by 
that  blow.  I  was  sent  lo  the  hospital,  but  no 
positive  results  were  achieved.  Because  of  a 
mistake  when  I  was  being  discharged,  my  rec- 
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ords  do  not  show  that  I  was  injured.  I  en- 
listed under  the  name  of  Vincent  Pizzo,  but 
later  discovered  that  my  name  is  properly 
spelled  Pizza.  My  other  eye  is  now  getting 
very  weak,  and  in  order  to  establish  claim  1 
need  to  hear  from  anyone  who  served  with 
me  or  who  remembers  the  incident.  Write  me, 
Vincent  J.  Pizza,  3N0  Simons  Ave.,  Hacken- 
sack,  N.  J. 

126th  Medical  Croup  (Bordeaux,  France,  Dec, 
1951-Apr.,  1952)-In  order  to  establish  claim, 
I  need  to  hear  from  anyone,  especially  Capt 
Daniel  J.  Price  and  LeVerne  V.  Leveredge, 
who  knows  of  my  attacks  of  dizziness.  I  was 
an  A/2c  at  the  time.  Write  me,  Arthur  Rine- 
hart,  Mt.  Aetna,  Pa. 

390th  Bomb  Group,  1091st  QM  S  C-While  sta- 
tioned at  the  Bomber  Base  at  Parma  Air  Base 
#153  near  Framlinham,  England,  in  Feb., 
1945,  Marvin  W.  Sharp  received  a  back  injury 
as  a  result  of  having  been  thrown  from  a 
truck.  He  now  needs  to  hear  from  someone 
who  was  with  him  at  the  time,  especially  from 
Clarence  Hedge,  and  Emmet  C.  Harlan.  Write 
Marvin  W.  Sharp,  Route  2,  Pocahontas,  Ark. 
Claim  pending. 


OUTFIT 
REUNIONS 

Notices  restricted  to  those  which  give: 
Name  of  outfit;  date;  city;  meeting  place  of 
reunion;  name  and  address  of  secretary. 

Army 

1st  Armored  Div  Ass'n-8th  reunion,  New  York, 
N.  Y.,  July  1-3;  Hotel  New  Yorker.  Details 
trom  Sal  Marino.  215  Del  Balso  Blvd.,  Wap- 
pingcrs  Falls,  N.  Y. 

3rd  Armored  Div  Ass'n— Convention.  St.  Louis 
Mo.;  July  28-30;  Jefferson  Hotel.  For  info 
contact  Paul  W.  Corrigan,  80  Federal  St., 
Boston  10,  Mass. 

94th  Div  Ass'n-6th  annual  reunion,  Philadelphia, 
Pa.;  July  21-24;  Bellevue-Stratford  Hotel.  Info 
trom  A.  E.  Rodriguez,  614  Oakdale  Ave., 
Chicago  14,  111. 

9lh  Armored  Engineers  —  3rd  annual  reunion, 
Ozone  Park.  N.  Y.;  Jan.  22:  Knights  of  Co- 
lumbus Hall.  For  info  contact  Walter  Nowicki, 
32-20  Greenpoint  Ave.,  Long  Island  City 
1,  N.  Y. 

125th  Field  Artillery  Bn-Reunion.  Duluth,  Minn.; 
Feb.  12;  The  Armory.  Write  Gordon  Brooks, 
104  Providence  Bldg.,  Duluth  2,  Minn. 

308th  Inf-Reunion,  New  York,  N.  Y.;  Feb.  26; 
Grand  Street  Boys  Club.  Contact  Sal  Dacci, 
28  East  39th  St.,  New  York  16,  N.  Y. 

614th  Ordnance  Ammunition  Co.  (WW2|- 4th  an- 
nual reunion,  Lancaster,  Pa.;  May  7-8;  Hotel 
Brunswick.  For  info  contact  Abel  B.  Balmer, 
R.D.  #2,  Manheim,  Pa. 

557th  AAA  Bn  Ass'n— 6th  annual  reunion,  Harris- 
burg,  Pa.;  May  21;  Blue  Mountain  Hotel.  Con- 
tact Joseph  E.  Gallagher,  1423  Capouse  Ave., 
Scranton,  Pa. 

390th  AAA  AW  Bn  (SP)-Convention,  Los  An- 
geles, Calif.;  Aug.  13-15;  Patriotic  Hall,  1816 
So.  Figueroa  St.  Info  from  Robert  A.  Vote, 
722  N.  Emerson  Ave.,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

713th  Railway  Operating  Bn  (WW2)-10th  annual 
reunion.  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  Aug.  19-20;  Broad- 
wood  Hotel.  Addi;ional  info  from  Leonard 
"Skippy"  Adams,  38">6  Torrence  Dr.,  Toledo 
Ohio. 

435th  AAA  Bn  Ass'n—  IPt'i  annual  reunion,  Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.;  Sent.  3-5;  Hotel  William  Penn. 
lnlo  from  Lee  E.  Marks  3563  Poplar,  Apt.  3 
Memphis  11,  Tenn. 

355th  Inf  Society  (WW1 I— Reunion,  Lincoln,  Nebr.; 
Sept.  10-11;  Cornhusker  Hotel.  Contact  Charles' 
Spalding.  2100  Ryons,  Lincoln,  Nebr. 

Navy 

U.  S.  Naval  Reunion  Ass'n— 6th  annual  reunion, 
Richmond,  Ind.;  Mav  1;  Leland  Hotel.  Con- 
tact Dr.  Robert  O.  Levell,  P.  O.  Box  163 
New  Castle,  Ind. 

USS  Borie— Annual  Reunion,  Milwaukee,  Wis.; 
Aug.  5-7;  Wisconsin  Hotel.  For  info  contact 
John  D.  Strauss,  6035  N.  42nd  St.,  Milwaukee 
Wis. 

CSS  Quincy— 4th  annual  reunion,  New  York,  N.Y.; 
Aug.  12-14;  Hotel  Governor  Clinton.  Write 
E.  H.  Moore,  173  Carlton  Terrace,  Teaneck, 
N.  J. 

Air 

1896th   Engineer  Aviation   Bn-Reunion.  Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn.;  April  29-May  1;  Hotel  Patten. 
For  info  write  Lester  Sealey,   14  High  St 
Natick.  Mass. 

20th  Aero  Sqdn,  1st  Day  Bomb  Group  (1917-19)- 
2nd  reunion,  Dayton,  Ohio;  May  21-22;  Hotel 
Van  Cleve.  Details  from  Henry  L.  McCabe, 
3244  Southern  Ave.,  S.E.,  Anacostia  Station, 
Washington  20,  D.  C. 

371st  Aero  Sqdn  (WW1  (-Reunion,  Long  Beach, 
Calif.;  Sept.  10-11;  Hotel  Lafayette.  Info  from 
T.  W.  Bryan,  Box  192,  Auburn,  Calif. 


«/*^  to  Build  a  Ready-Cut 


Ranch  -  type  home, 
64  feet  wide,  with 
three  bedrooms 


L     ■  *S( 
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What  "Liberty"  Owners  Say 


Ahead  $2,000  to  $3,000 

"We  have  moved  into  our  'Liberty'  home  and  are 
more  pleased  with  it  every  day.  I  think  I  would 
be  safe  in  saying  we  are  ahead  $2,000  to  $3,000 
by  buying  your  Liberty  Home  and  doing  the  work 
ourselves." 

Saved  $4,000  to  $6,000 

"Compared  to  a  local  contractor's  price  to  bui Id 
a  home  equal  to  my  'Liberty,'  I  will  be  saving 
$4,000  to  $6,000;  so  you  can  see  why  I  have  such 
enthusiasm  for  Liberty  Homes." 

Recommended  by  Banks  and 
Building  and  Loan  Associations 


You  can  save  several  thousand  dollars  when  you 
build  a  Liberty  Home!  Buy  direct  from  our  mill  at 
our  low,  factory,  freight-paid  price.  We  ship  you 
the  lumber  cut- to-fit,  ready  to  erect.  Doors,  win- 
dows, roofing,  paint,  glass,  hardware,  nails,  etc., 
all  included  in  the  price.  Plans  furnished  —  also 
complete  building  instructions.  No  wonder  our  cus- 
tomers write  us  that  we  saved  them  30%  to  40%. 
Easy  terms  —  monthly  payments.  Architecturally  ap- 
proved construction.  (Not  prefabricated.) 

Very  Easy  to  Build 

Every  step  in  the  building  of  a  Liberty  Home  is 
figured  out  for  you,  so  that  all  you  have  to  do  is 
follow  the  drawings  and  instructions  that  we  fur- 
nish you. 

Visit  a  Liberty  Home! 

Many  thousands  of  Liberty  Homes  have  been  built 
in  all   parts  of  the  country.   If  you  would  like  to 
visit   and   inspect   the   model   that  suits  you  best, 
write  us  and  we  wi II  give  you  its 
location. 


Send  for  Catalogue 

Pictures  wonderful  homes  in  colors 
at  money-saving  prices.  Write  for 
FREE  catalogue  today.  (West  of 
Mississippi,  35<) 


LEWIS   MANUFACTURING  CO. 


3651  LAFAYETTE 
BAY    CITY,  MICH. 


LOOK 

for  Rupture  Help 

Try  a  Brooks  Patented  Air 
Cushion  appliance.  This  mar- 
velous invention  for  most  forms 
of  reducible  rupture  is  GUAR- 
ANTEED to  bring  YOU  heav- 
enly comfort  and  security — 
day  and  night — at  work  and 
at  play — or  it  costs  you  NOTH- 
ING!  Thousands  happy.  Light, 
neat-fitting.  No  hard  pads  or 
springs.  For  men,  women,  and 
children.  Durable,  cheap.  Sent  on  trial  to  prove  it. 
Not  sold  in  stores.  Beware  of  imitations.  Write  for 
Free  Book  on  Rupture,  no-risk  trial  order  plan,  and 
Proof  of  Results.  Ready  for  you  NOW! 

BROOKS  APPLIANCE  CO.,  305 -C  State  St..  Marshall,  Mich. 

THE  AMER 


\  not  everyone  doc*  at  well,  but  E.  O.  Lockin.  who^^^ 
started  a  business  of  his  own,  reports  .. . 


for  12  months  I've  averaged 
most  of  it  dear  profit  for  me! 


#  Many  men  have  discovered  how  to  be 
independent,  to  be  free  of  bosses  and  lay- 
offs. L.  A.  Eagles  grossed  more  than  $200 
his  first  week.  Others  report  gross  up  to 
$12,000  per  year.  How  much  you  make 
depends  largely  on  you.  You  need  no 
special  skill,  no  large  investment. 

No  shop  necessary.  Our  electric  rug 
Washer  cleans  rugs,  carpets  right  on  floor 
.  .  .  helps  to  show  their  natural  color  and 
beauty.  So  efficient  and  safe,  used  by 
largest  hotels  and  railroads 

You  take  no  risk. 
Machines  fully  guar- 
anteed. 

Write  for  full  infor- 
mation including  how 
to  make  big  profits  in 
your  own  business. 


MAIL  COUPON  TODAY  FOR  FREE  BOOK 


VonSCHRADER  MFG.  CO.,  117  "R"  PI.,  Racine,  Wise. 

Without  obligation,  send  your  FREE  booklet  contain- 
ing information  about  your  electric  rug  washer  and 
how  1  can  start  my  own  permanent,  profitable  business. 


Addreis- 
City  
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bankers  and  all  they  represented.  That 
period  has  been  characterized  with 
amazing  (for  an  auto  executive)  frank- 
ness by  Ernest  R.  Breech,  Ford's  execu- 
tive vice  president,  as  follows: 

"We  had  entered  a  lush  postwar 
seller's  market  with  an  industrial  organi- 
zation that  was  about  as  modern  and 
competitive  as  the  Model  T.  .  .  .  When 
the  new  management  team  .  .  .  took 
over  ...  it  faced  a  reconstruction  and 
rehabilitation  job  without  parallel  in 
American  industry." 

Indeed,  the  task  was  colossal.  But  as 
Breech  also  has  said:  ".  .  .  we've  had 
more  than  our  share  of  good  luck  .  .  ." 

For  one  thing,  even  though  the  com- 
pany w  as  losing  tremendous  sums  of 
money  every  day,  the  Ford  family  w  as 
still  entirely  capable  of  commanding  a 
gigantic  fortune  in  1945-46.  The  money 
to  put  the  reconstruction  job  under  way 
was  available.  Moreover,  no  cars  or 
trucks  for  the  civilian  market  had  been 
produced  in  quantity  for  five  years.  As 
most  American  Legion  Magazine  read- 
ers will  recall,  virtually  anything  with 
wheels  and  an  engine  could  be  sold,  at 
a  very  high  price. 

So  it  was  when  Henry  Ford  II  w  as 
pushed  into  industrial  prominence.  He 
had  a  lifelong  association  with  the  in- 
dustry, he  w  as  equipped  with  financial 
reserves  of  impressive  magnitude,  he 
possessed  a  fine  understanding  of  human 
beings,  and  he  carried  the  magic  name 
Forii,  the  value  of  which  was  and  is 
inestimable. 

Not  that  his  ascension  to  the  presi- 
dency was  universally  heralded  as  a 
great  stroke  of  good  fortune  for  the 
company.  Said  one  salty  auto-industry 


THE  NEW  FORD  DRIVE 

(Conliiiiied  from  fxige  23 ) 

veteran,  harking  back  to  1945:  "I  re- 
member thinking  that  that  was  a  hell  of 
a  thing  to  do.  The  company  was  in  real 
trouble,  and  here  was  a  boy,  just  a  boy, 
taking  over." 

Another  veteran,  David  J.  Wilkie, 
automotive  editor  of  the  Associated 
Press,  and  a  reporter  who  enjoyed  as 
close  a  friendship  with  the  elder  Ford 
as  did  any  newsman,  remembers  that 
"Henry  was  regarded  as  a  freshman, 
but  he  had  many  well-wishers.  A  lot  of 
people  were  pulling  for  him. 

"I  remember  his  saying  at  the  time," 
Wilkie  recalls,  "that  one  thing  he  knew 
was,  i  don't  know  it  all,  and  I'm  going 
to  need  help  from  a  lot  of  people,  in- 
cluding my  brothers.'  " 

He  went  right  to  work  looking  for 
help,  seeking  all  the  proven  manage- 
ment, production  and  sales  talent  he 
could  find. 

He  acquired  first  an  industrialist 
whose  combative  nature  qualified  him 
as  field  general  for  the  Ford  forces. 
That  was  Breech,  w  ho  came  from  one 
of  the  most  rugged  of  management 
proving  grounds.  General  Alotors. 
Breech  himself  has  said  that  he  joined 
Ford  because  he  enjoyed  a  "good 
scrap"  —  referring  to  Ford's  depressed 
stature  in  1946  and  the  younger  Ford's 
determination  to  overtake  and  pass 
Chevrolet,  Ford's  target  since  the  mid- 
thirties. 

Breech's  training  included  a  long 
hitch  in  the  GM  hierarchy.  An  excel- 
lent accountant,  his  positions  included, 
among  others,  that  of  comptroller  of 
Yellow  Cab  Manufacturing  Company, 
assistant  treasurer  of  GM,  president  and 
board   chairman  of  North  American 


Aviation,  and  president  of  Bendix  Avi- 
ation. 

To  augment  the  beginnings  of  the 
team  —  Breech  ever  since  his  appoint- 
ment has  been  key  man  in  both  the 
policy  and  the  administrative  ends  of 
the  business  —  Ford  named  Mead  L. 
Bricker  as  vice  president  in  charge  of 
manufacturing.  Bricker,  who  as  a  ma- 
chinist first  worked  briefly  for  Ford  in 
1904,  had  had  a  steady  association  w  ith 
the  company  since  1914.  Prior  to  taking 
on  the  job  of  putting  Ford's  postwar 
manufacturing  facilities  in  order, 
Bricker  had  supervised  war  work  at 
Willow  Run.  Adding  muscle  to  the 
production  staff  was  Del  S.  Harder, 
w  ho  has  since  moved  up  to  the  top 
manufacturing  job  and  is  respected  as 
one  of  the  ablest  production  men  in  the 
industry.  Before  going  with  Ford, 
Harder  had  been  president  of  E.  W. 
Bliss  Co.,  general  factory  manager  of 
Fisher  Body  Division  of  GM,  and  plant 
manager  of  E.  G.  Budd  Manufacturing 
Company. 

Presiding  over  finances  was  Herman 
L.  Mockle,  w  ho  joined  Ford  in  1913  and 
was  serving  as  secretary  when  elected 
vice  president,  finance.  This  job  has 
since  been  taken  over  by  T.  O.  Yntema. 

John  R.  Davis  headed  up  sales  and 
advertising.  He  had  joined  the  sales 
force  in  1919,  but  in  1939,  Harry  Ben- 
nett—long a  major  power  at  the  Rouge 
headquarters  —  banished  Davis  to  San 
Francisco,  where  he  served  as  west  coast 
regional  manager.  Five  years  later,  he 
was  brought  back  to  Dearborn  to  take 
over  as  sales  and  advertising  director. 

The  all-important  engineering  de- 
partment was  turned  over  to  H.  T. 
Youngren,  who  had  been  chief  engineer 
at  Oldsmobile  (where  his  development 
of  the  Hydra-Matic  transmission  at- 
tracted HF  IPs  attention)  and  chief  of 
engineering  development  at  Borg- 
Warner.  He  was  backed  up  by  Earle  S. 
MacPherson,  who  has  since  been  named 
vice  president  in  charge  of  engineering, 
following  Youngren's  retirement. 

To  represent  the  company  in  its  deal- 
ings with  the  CIO  United  Auto  Work- 
ers union  in  the  hectic  labor-vs.-man- 
agement  days  after  the  war,  Ford 
picked  John  S.  Bugas.  Before  joining 
Ford  to  become  industrial  relations  di- 
rector, Bugas  had  been  with  the  FBI 
from  1935. 

Other  top  team  members  included 
Lewis  D.  Crusoe,  who  in  1CH6  was  di- 
rector of  the  Planning  and  Control  Di- 
vision and  is  now  head  of  the  Ford 
Division  (he  had  been  with  Fisher 
Body  for  32  years),  and  William  T. 
Gossett,  general  counsel. 

Aside  from  these  men  and  others,  a 
pair  of  Ford  stockholders  moved  into 
the  management  circle.  Benson  Ford  is 
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a  vice  president  of  the  company  and 
general  manager  of  the  Lincoln-Mer- 
cury Division;  the  youngest  of  the 
brothers,  William  C.  Ford,  also  a  vice 
president,  not  long  ago  was  named  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Special  Product 
Division. 

Besides  wishing  to  help  Ford  in  its 
comeback,  at  least  some  of  these  execu- 
tives evidently  had  a  desire  to  make 
more  money.  For  the  latter  purpose, 
they  came  to  the  right  place. 

The  industry  pays  its  top  men  excep- 
tional salaries  and  bonuses,  but  Ford 
additionally  set  up  a  seldom-publicized 
"incentive  plan"  to  lure  the  best  of  the 
executives  who  were  in  a  moving  mood. 
This  plan  involved  Dearborn  Motors 
Corp.,  which  was  created  to  distribute 
and  service  Ford-made  tractors,  equip- 
ment and  implements.  Within  a  short 
time  it  reached  the  position  of  either 
third  or  fourth  largest  farm  implement 
builder.  Whatever  its  position,  it  grew 
to  be  an  unbelievably  prosperous  prop- 
erty. 

About  2,000  shares  of  Dearborn 
Motors  stock  were  issued  to  top  Ford 
executives.  (Full  ownership  cannot  be 
determined  precisely.  While  Ford 
people  have  never  tried  to  hide  Dear- 
born Motors,  which  since  has  become 
Ford  Tractor  Division,  neither  have 
they  made  a  conversation  piece  of  it. ) 
To  get  an  idea  of  the  wealth  accumu- 
lated by  some  of  the  executives  who  ac- 
cepted the  invitation  to  take  part  in 
bringing  about  the  Ford  renaissance, 
note  that  when  the  estate  of  one  of  the 
shareholders  was  probated  six  years  ago, 
accountants  valued  the  deceased  execu- 
tive's 150  shares  of  common  stock  at 
$4,500  per  share.  That  stock  was  sur- 
rendered to  Dearborn  Motors  for  $675,- 
000.  In  1951  accountants  figuring  the 
estate  of  another  deceased  executive 
placed  the  value  of  his  100  shares  at 
$984,351— double  the  value  three  years 
earlier. 

Should  the  stockholders  vote  to  dis- 
continue operations  and  split  up  the 
assets,  each  share  probably  would  fetch 
a  monumental  return  —  certainly  equal 
to  and  probably  well  in  excess  of  the 
$9,843  determined  as  the  value  in  1951. 
Such  liquidation  presumably  would  be 
ruled  a  capital  gain  and  would  mean, 
for  at  least  some  of  the  stockholders, 
income  of  millions  of  dollars.  Breech, 
for  instance,  is  believed  to  own  20  per- 
cent of  total  Dearborn  Motors  stock. 

That  was  one  of  HF  II's  earliest  ma- 
neuvers. In  1946,  then,  he  found  him- 
self flanked  by  a  platoon  of  distinguished 
management  men,  surrounded  by  a  run- 
down manufacturing  establishment,  and 
listening  to  the  demands  of  millions  of 
Americans  crying  to  be  put  back  on 
reliable  wheels. 

The  company  immediately  began  dis- 
carding extraneous  enterprises  to  get 


dow  n  to  fighting  w  eight  and  to  pursue 
the  new  Ford  goal:  Build  and  sell  auto- 
motive vehicles  and  nothing  more.  Ford 
has  since  divested  itself  of  timber,  rub- 
ber, farm,  commercial,  industrial  and 
residential  lands  around  the  world, 
many  small  plants  and  sites,  stores,  an 
inn  and  even  a  golf  course,  among  other 
things. 

It  committed  itself  to  the  expansion 
and  modernization  program  which  so 
far  has  cost  about  $1,250,000,000  and 
calls  for  additional  investment  of  $350 
million. 

Moreover,  Benson  Ford  said  last  June 
that  Ford's  staff  is  "preparing  .  .  .  the 
longest-range  plan  for  expansion  and 
modernization  that  we  have  ever  under- 
taken. It  may  carry  the  biggest  single- 
dollar  sign  in  our  Company's  history." 
That  would  mean,  probably,  annual  ex- 
penditures of  $200  million  or  more. 

For  the  billion-and-a-quarter  dollars 
spent  so  far  since  WWII,  Ford  has 
added  14  new  manufacturing  plants, 
seven  new  assembly  plants,  19  new  parts 
depots  and  five  new  engineering  build- 
ings. Also,  22  other  plants  or  facilities 
have  been  enlarged  or  modernized. 
These  new  plants,  spread  all  over  the 
industrial  landscape,  would  form  a 
building  more  than  10  miles  long  and 
725  feet  wide,  if  erected  under  one  roof. 

The  $1.6-billion  program  has  been 
financed  fully  out  of  Ford  earnings  and 
depreciation  accruals.  That  deserves  a 
small  footnote,  and  Breech  supplied  it 
some  months  ago: 

"We're  lucky,  incidentally,  that  we 
didn't  have  450,000  stockholders  clam- 
oring for  us  to  pay  out  this  money  as 
dividends." 

(GM,  the  great  nonesuch,  inciden- 
tally, does  have  nearly  half-a-million 
stockholders,  and  since  WWII  and 
through  1955,  w  ill  have  spent  $3  billion 
for  modernization  and  expansion,  aided 
early  in  1954  by  net  proceeds  of  $298.5 
million  resulting  from  the  sale  of  an 
issue  of  $300  million  in  debentures.) 

Having  set  about  bringing  its  pro- 
duction facilities  into  line,  Ford  brass 
then  went  to  work  to  protect  the  in- 
vestment and  realize  profit  therefrom. 
That  meant  a  realignment  of  manage- 
ment operations  to  help  the  company 
get  out  from  under  the  weight  of  over- 
centralization.  Decentralization  became 
the  primary  goal:  Relieving  managers 
of  routine  operations,  defining  the  func- 
tions, responsibilities  and  authority  of 
each  unit,  and  breaking  staff  functions 
away  from  operating  functions.  That  is 
the  GM  concept  of  line-and-staff  or- 
ganization —  a  concept  learned  well  by 
Breech  during  his  years  with  GM.  The 
top  echelon  at  Ford  took  one  large, 
unwieldy  business  and  broke  it  down 
into  more  easily  managed  parts.  There 
are  now  14  of  these  different  "busi- 
nesses," or  divisions,  in  Ford  Motor  Co. 


INVISIBLE 
REWEAVING 

Make  Big  Money  at  Home! 


WOMEN  (AND  MEN,  TOO)  FIND 
FINANCIAL  SECURITY— AT  HOME! 

Thedemand  is  rn<lk*ss.  Laundries,  cleaners, 
tailors,  department  stores,  homes  —  every- 
body needs  professional  reweavinfr  service 
sooner  or  later.  And  skilled  craftsmen  are 
scarce!  Learn  to  make  cuts,  moth  holes, 
burns,  tears  DISAPPEAR  from  coats, suits, 
dresses, all  fabrics  almost  like  magic!... AND 
:EARNUPTO$10IN  AN  HOUR  AT  HOME! 
The  ORIGINAL,  Complete 
Professional  Course  .  .  . 
Yon  need  no  special  education,  experience  or 
ability.  Age  doesn't  matter.  Learn  all  the  secrets  of  this  fasci- 
nating profession  In  a  few  short  weeks— start  earning  at  nn>-e! 
tDrC  GET  THRILLING 
rnLEi  DETAILS  NOW ! 

Make  no  mistake!  This  is  a  complete, 
professional  course  .  .  .  with  profes- 
sional equipment,  written  by  experts. 
Not  a  jrad^et.  Not  a  condensed,  unsat- 
isfactory short-cut.  FABRIC  ON  of- 
fers the  ORIGINAL  home-study 
course . . .  first,  best,  most-complete  in 
the  field.  It  prepares  you  for  professional 
work  .  .  .  and  for  professional  earnings! 
Write  TODAY  for  complete  details  FREE. 

FABRICON  CO.,  Dept.  511 
8342  S.Prairie  Av.,ChicagO  19,  III. 


MEN! 

Invisible  Reweuving-of- 
fers  as  much  promise 
for  profit  to  men ...  as  it 
does  to  women.  A  great 

i  ni  students  are  men. 

Men  t-an  learn  to  do  the 
work  as  well  and  as 
quickly  as  women.  Ac- 
tually.  Invisible  Re- 
weaving  is  the  perfect 
"team"  business — for 
man  and  wife . .  ,or  even 
the  entire  family  I  Write! 
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WRITE  FOR  CATALOGUE 
AND  LOW  DIRECT  PRICES 


J.R  REDINGTON&CO. 


DEPT.  197    SCRAMTON  2.  PA.J 

ARTHRITIS-RHEUMATISM 
VITAL  FACTS  EXPLAINED 

FREE  DESCRIPTIVE  BOOK 

How  crippling  deformities  may  lie  avoided.  This  amazing 
FREE  BOOK  explains  why  ordinary  methods  give  only 
temporary  relief — if  that.  Describes  a  rtruuless  method 
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To  put  it  anotner  way:  In  earlier 
days,  the  auto-making  firm  w  as  under 
the  generalship  of  Henry  Ford,  whose 
staff  w  as  composed  of  little  more  than 
a  chief  and  at  best,  half-a-dozen  top 
starf  members,  each  of  whom  had  mul- 
tiple responsibilities.  Under  Ford's  com- 
mand was  an  army  of  about  100,000 
workers.  In  between  the  "general"  and 
the  low  licst  "enlisted  man"  there  existed 
only  a  slender  chain  of  command.  The 
outfit  needed  a  dock  of  corporals,  ser- 
geants, lieutenants,  captains  and  so  on. 

W  hat  HF  U  s  management  team  did, 
in  essence,  was  to  provide  the  firm  chain 
of  command,  delegate  authority,  and 
take  away  from  top  commanders  such 
routine  jobs  as  turning  in  the  morning 
report,  if  you  please.  It  tackled  logisti- 
cal problems,  began  utilizing  manpower 
to  the  fullest,  explained  the  mission, 
provided  a  timetable  and  a  means  of 
measuring  performance,  insured  that 
each  field  commander  completed  his 
mission    with    minimum  expenditures, 


th 


e  word  to  move 


the  mission  the 
et  ill.,  set  out  to 


then  kept  passing 
out." 

That,  broadly,  was 
Ford  brothers,  Breech 
accomplish  in  1945-46. 

End  products  had  to  be  revitalized, 
because  the  lords,  Mcrcurys  and  Lin- 
colns  up  to  flic  194H  line,  while  cer- 
tainly serviceable  transportation,  were 
definitely  not  what  the  public  wanted, 
stylewise.  The  company's  bread-and- 
butter  line,  the  Ford  passenger  car,  was 
first  to  depart  from  immediate  postwar 
styling.  The  1949  Fords  were  notable 
for  their  clean  lines  and  tasteful  use  of 
"gingerbread"  —  chrome  and  other 
brightwork.  The  success  of  the  styling 
is  evident  in  the  fact  that  a  number  of 
competitors  picked  it  up  and  have  used 
the  same  basic  lines  right  up  to  1954. 


Mercury  and  Lincoln  took  on  all- 
new  lines  shortly  after  and  Mercury 
particularly  has  been  successful  in  chew  - 
ing into  the  lead  once  enjoyed  by  its 
competitors. 

Lincoln  has  not  moved  up  as  impres- 
sively as  have  its  two  sister  lines,  but 
Ford  executives  are  hopeful  that  the 
major  body  ami  mechanical  changes 
scheduled  for  appearance  in  1956  will 
go  a  long  way  to  help  Lincoln  overtake 
Cadillac,  long-time  leader  in  what  the 
trade  calls  the  "fine  car"  field. 

To  add  spice,  Ford  Division  is  put- 
ting its  Thunderbird  sports  car  into 
the  market  tentatively  probed  by  Chev- 
rolet with  its  Corvette  and  Kaiser  w  ith 
its  161  sports  model. 

Next  fall,  Billy  ford's  Special  Prod- 
uct Division  will  display  a  $10,000  ver- 
sion of  the  old  Lincoln  Continental. 
The  resurrected  version  —  to  be  called 
simply  the  Continental  —  w  ill  represent 
"quality"  in  capital  letters.  The  long, 
low  hood,  jaunty,  sweptback  wind- 
shield, conservative  rear  deck  and  ultra- 
plush  interior  will  practically  reek  of 
prestige.  The  extreme  top  level  of  the 
prestige  market  is  precisely  what  the 
Special  Product  Division  hopes  to  w  in 
over.  As  of  now  ,  less  than  3,000  Con- 
tinentals arc  scheduled  for  production 
each  year. 

That's  about  all  that  Detroiters  know 
ot  Ford's  product  plans  now.  Insiders 
only  are  privy  to  what  conies  after  1955, 
but  Ford  is  captained  by  relatively 
young,  highly  imaginative  men  w  ho 
have  one  avowed  ambition:  Recapture 
from  Chevrolet  the  lead  Ford  once  had; 
shove  Cadillac,  Chrysler  and  Packard 
aside  and  put  Lincoln  out  in  front;  and 
move  Mercury  to  the  top  of  the  low- 
medium-priced  field.  Mercury  does  not 
compete    directly    with    the  upper- 


B0WLIN6I 
SHOES 

"Nope,  I  don't  bowl  at  all  .  .  .  my  loot  just  keeps  slipping  off  those 
polished  brass  rails." 
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medium-priced  lines  such  as  the  Olds 
98,  De  Soto,  Buick  50  and  others.  That 
vacancy  in  the  Ford  stable  has  led  to 
speculation  that  Ford  one  year  will  in- 
troduce another  line  of  cars  to  fit  be- 
tween Lincoln  and  Mercury.  Con- 
fronted with  questions  relating  to  that 
subject,  company  sources  merely  shrug. 

The  competitive  forces  put  into  effect 
in  the  industry  over  the  last  year  and 
a  half,  to  a  large  part  under  the  great 
impetus  of  the  Ford  sales  drive,  have 
benefited  the  public  to  the  extent  that 
dealers  in  literally  all  lines  of  cars  have 
been  w  illing  to  bargain  with  customers 
in  a  manner  that  customers  haven't 
known  for  almost  15  years.  \\  here  deal- 
ers used  to  mark  prices  above  adver- 
tised delivered  prices,  they  now  mark 
them  below  .  To  that  end,  the  public- 
has  an  interest  in  the  affairs  of  Ford 
and  other  auto  makers. 

Sometime  soon,  too,  the  public,  or 
certain  affluent  parts  thereof,  will  be 
even  more  interested  in  Ford.  Next 
spring,  Ford  for  the  first  time  probably 
will  make  known  its  annual  financial 
report.  And  sometime  soon  thereafter, 
investors  may  be  given  the  chance  to 
buy  Ford  stock. 

The  stock  would  be  issued  out  of  the 
holdings  of  the  Ford  Foundation,  which 
now  owns  3,089,908  shares  of  Class  A 
non- voting  stock,  representing  89.4  per- 
cent of  total  Ford  stock. 

The  entire  172,645  shares  of  Class  B 
voting  stock  are  held  by  the  family: 
Mrs.  Edsel  Ford,  her  sons  Henry  II, 
Benson  and  W  illiam  and  a  daughter. 
Plenty  Ford  II  has  said  that  the  family 
holdings  will  not  be  included  in  any 
public  stock  issue. 

Paul  Hoffman,  former  president  of 
the  Foundation  and  now  Studebaker- 
Packard  Corp.  chairman,  said  three 
years  ago  that  the  Foundation  might 
choose  to  diversify  its  holdings,  then 
restricted  almost  exclusively  to  Ford 
stock.  One  reason:  A  serious  decline  in 
Ford  earnings  in  any  year  probably 
would  force  the  Foundation  to  expend 
cash  reserves  and  would  jeopardize 
Foundation  gi  ants. 

The  stock  held  by  the  Foundation  is 
carried  at  $135  per  share.  It  is  much 
more  valuable  than  that,  however,  in 
view  of  the  company's  rapid  advance  in 
auto  standings.  The  SI  35  figure  w  as  set 
when  the  estate  of  Fdsel  Ford,  who  died 
in  1943,  was  appraised. 

In  all  probability  the  stock  would  be 
split  in  onler  to  bring  the  per-share 
value  down.  Even  so,  it  probably  will 
be  too  expensive  to  interest  the  casual 
investor  who  has  only  a  few  dollars 
rattling  around  looking  for  a  place  to 
go  to  work.  Ford's  resounding  successes 
since  WWII  have  put  the  company's 
stock  high  in  the  blue  chip  category. 

THE  END 
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dressed,  got  into  his  gear  except  for  the 
shoes,  put  on  the  heavy  robe  and  sat 
on  the  rubbing  table. 

The  nervousness  was  starting  now, 
the  tiny  cold  lump  in  his  belly  that 
grew  right  up  until  the  first  bell  dis- 
solved it.  Doyle  and  Bloom  knew  all 
about  this  and  tried  to  combat  it.  They 
talked  about  everything  but  the  figlit. 
Horses,  and  what  a  rib  some  joker  had 
played  up  at  Stillman's,  and  Bloom's 
girl,  the  one  he'd  been  going  with  for 
fifteen  years.  "A  slob  can't  be  in  a  hurry 
about  a  thing  like  marriage,"  he  said. 
"You  ouglita  know  the  person  good." 

Lennon  came  in,  and  a  couple  of 
other  writers,  and  they  talked  and 
kidded  for  a  while,  and  then  all  of  a 
sudden  it  was  after  nine  and  Doyle  was 
taping  his  hands.  When  that  was  fin- 
ished he  moved  around  warming  up  for 
a  while,  and  Bloom  had  just  put  the 
gloves  on  and  laced  them  when  a  guy 
stuck  his  head  in  the  door  and  said, 
"Okay,  Eddie."  They  went  out  and 
down  to  the  ring. 

The  house  was  crowded  and  they 
made  a  lot  of  noise  for  him.  He  sat  in 
the  corner  while  half  a  dozen  guys 
were  introduced  from  the  ring,  and 
Bloom  said,  "If  they  gotta  use  up  a  few 
minutes  before  it's  TV  and  radio  time, 
they  should  oughta  parade  a  coupla 
goodlookin'  broads  up  there  instead  of 
them  slobs." 

But  it  was  over  soon  enough  and 
the)'  v  ere  out  listening  to  Slade,  who 
was  to  work  the  fight.  Then  Miller  was 
back  in  his  corner,  and  Doyle  took  the 
robe  off  and  said,  "Good  luck,  Champ," 
and  the  bell  turned  him  and  sent  him 
out. 

Horn  landed  the  first  punch,  a  left 
hook  that  took  Miller  high  on  the  head, 
and  the  big  tension  faded  with  that  hist 
contact  and  he  could  settle  down  and 
go  about  his  business.  Horn  fought 
much  like  himself,  a  stand-up  guy,  and 
he  had  a  nice  jab-hook  combination. 
Miller  let  him  use  it  twice,  until  he  got 
the  timing,  then  threw  a  short  straight 
right  hand  inside  the  hook.  Horn  was 
shaken  but  not  hurt  badly.  Miller 
poured  it  to  him,  hit  him  with  two 
pretty  good  right  hands,  but  the  kid 
was  strong  and  unconfused.  He  stood 
right  up  there  and  punched  his  way 
clear,  and  Miller  broke  up  the  brawl. 

In  the  second  Miller  took  a  left  and 
right  to  the  head  that  almost  put  him 
down.  He  went  inside,  holding  on,  ty- 
ing the  kid  up,  and  there  was  rubber  in 
his  legs  for  a  while.  He  leaned  all  over 
Horn,  taking  what  he  had  to  take, 
avoiding  what  he  could.  He  was  glad 
to  hear  the  bell.  He  knew  it  would  be 
a  rough  evening.  This  kid  was  rugged 
and  Sam  had  taught  him  well. 


MAIN  EVENT 

■  (Continued  from  page  13)  ■ 


Through  the  fifth  Miller  fought  care- 
fully, trying  to  save  the  legs,  using  all 
the  skills  he'd  earned  in  a  hundred 
fights.  The  kid  was  very  good  and  very 
strong,  but  Miller  kept  out  of  real 
trouble.  He  had  been  fighting  main 
events  when  Horn  was  kid-braw  ling  on 
the  streets. 

After  the  fifth  Miller  asked,  "What 
does  it  look  like?" 

Bloom  shrugged.  "You  could  flip  a 
coin.  Maybe  you  got  an  edge." 

In  the  sixth  round  they  made  the 
fight.  Miller  whipped  a  left  hook  to  the 
head,  poured  a  straight  right  hand  down 
the  line.  Horn  staggered  but  took  the 
punches,  fought  back  with  both  hands. 
(Miller  took  a  right  high  on  his  head 
and  a  left  hook  that  almost  turned  him 
around.  He  tried  to  get  inside  but  Horn 
wouldn't  let  him  and  they  punched  it 
out  in  a  corner.  Miller  was  trading  even 
until  he  took  a  right  hand  to  the  body 
that  he  thought  was  going  all  the  way 
through  him.  From  there  to  the  end 
of  the  round  he  took  his  licking  but  he 
lasted. 

Bloom  and  Doyle  worked  efficiently 
and  silently,  and  Miller  wondered  what 
his  chances  were  of  going  the  distance. 
He'd  pulled  his  cork,  or  the  other  guy 
had  pulled  it  for  him,  and  from  here 
on  it  was  Horn's  fight.  It  was  no  admis- 
sion of  defeat  he  made  to  himself  but  a 
recognition  of  circumstance. 

He  went  out  for  the  seventh  and  the 
kid  came  to  him  fast.  Horn  missed  with 
a  left  and  Miller  got  inside  and  stayed 
as  long  as  he  could.  He  could  feel 
Horn's  strength  and  his  own  lack  of  it, 
and  he  knew  the  other  man  was  aware 
of  the  condition  that  prevailed.  The 
other  guy  could  always  tell.  That  was 
the  trouble.  But  he  got  through  the 
round  with  no  more  than  a  cut  over 
his  right  eye  which  Bloom  fixed  quickly. 

In  the  eighth,  Miller  found  in  Horn 
an  unnecessary  caution.  The  kid  wasn't 
bringing  the  fight  to  him  big  but  was 
stabbing,  throwing  only  an  occasional 
right.  Miller's  legs  were  going  but  this 
was  made  to  order  for  him  and  he 
coasted.  He  knew  what  it  was,  all  right. 
Sam  had  told  the  kid  just  to  go  out  and 
win  and  not  take  any  chances,  not  quite 
sure  whether  Miller  had  any  big  bombs 
left  in  the  locker.  It  was  all  right  with 
him.  He  tried  to  make  the  kid  come  to 
him  and  do  most  of  the  work. 

The  big  tiredness  was  with  him,  now, 
pulling  at  his  legs  and  the  muscles  in  his 
shoulders.  The  early  part  of  the  fight 
had  been  faster  than  he  thought.  The 
kid  had  made  him  move  too  much  and 
then  had  taken  him  in  the  sixth.  Four 
or  five  years  ago  this  would  have  been 
a  tough  but  a  winning  fight.  Four  or 
five  years  ago.  Not  now. 
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He  heard  the  noise  of  the  crowd  and 
a  big  part  of  it  was  for  him,  He  knew 
lie  was  looking  good  enough  for  a  lot 
of  people  to  think  he  had  charge  of  the 
right,  but  he  couldn't  kid  himself.  He 
would  last  if  the  kid  didn't  step  up  the 
pace  too  much,  but  that  was  all. 

Going  out  for  the  tenth  he  knew  he 
had  taken  a  lacing.  The  inside  of  his 
mouth  was  cut  and  his  body  was  sore 
and  stiffening.  He  touched  hands  w  itli 
the  kid,  went  part  of  the  way  into  his 
shell  and  waited  out  the  minutes.  Horn 
was  sharpshooting,  now,  still  careful 
but  throwing  them  heavy.  Miller  man- 
aged to  get  inside  most  of  the  punches 
and  in  the  middle  of  the  round  slowed 
Horn  up  with  a  nice  combination  when 
the  kid  seemed  to  be  working  up  too 
much  of  a  head  of  steam.  Then  he  just 
managed  to  stay  up  until  the  bell. 

Back  in  the  corner,  Doyle  sponged 
him  off  and  dried  him  and  Bloom  got 
him  into  the  robe.  Well,  there  went  the 
bubble.  No  big  fight  with  Clark,  no 
taking  the  title  again.  He  could  go  with 
Desanto  again  for  plenty  of  money,  but 
he'd  have  to  think  about  that.  He  sure 
wouldn't  enjoy  it. 

Bloom  said,  "Eddie,  it  was  a  nice 
fight,"  and  his  tone  said  that  he  was 
sorry  it  had  worked  out  like  this.  Doyle 
said,  "A  good  one  all  the  way.  You 
looked  sharp."  He  took  the  gloves  off. 

Miller  said,  "Sure,"  and  stood  there 
for  the  formalities.  Henny  Ballard,  the 
announcer,  collected  the  judges'  slips, 
studied  them  for  a  moment  and  went 
over  and  got  Slade's.  He  went  to  the 
center  of  the  ring  and  pulled  down  the 
microphone.  Brow  n  had  it  six  and  three 
and  one  even,  for  Horn.  Thompson's 
card  read  five  and  five  with  the  points 
to  .Miller.  Then  he  said,  "And  Referee 
Patsy  Slade  scores  it  five,  four  and  one 


even  for  Eddie  Miller.  The  winner  is 
Miller." 

He  stood  there  for  a  moment,  not  be- 
lieving it.  A  bad  decision,  a  real  clinker. 
And  Bloom  and  Doyle,  shaking  his 
hands  and  rubbing  his  back,  knew  it  too. 
The  crowd  was  split  but  took  it  in 
stride  and  didn't  make  too  much  noise 
about  it.  Miller  w  alked  across  the  ring 
and  shook  hands  with  Horn.  The  kid 
looked  at  him  and  said  nothing.  Miller 
said,  "They  pulled  a  rock,  kid.  You  got 
a  raw  one."  He  looked  at  Sam  and 
shrugged. 

On  the  way  to  the  dressing  room  he 
grinned  and  waved  at  the  crowd,  but 
this  wasn't  the  way  he'd  expected  it  to 
be.  The  good  feeling  wasn't  in  him,  the 
one  you  got  out  of  knowing  you'd  done 
a  nice  job  just  as  you'd  planned  to  do 
it.  He'd  taken  maybe  three  rounds  and 
a  good  licking  and  had  wound  up  w  ith 
the  decision. 

Then  he  thought  of  Clark.  He  had 
the  big  one  all  sewed  up,  now,  and  there 
was  nothing  they  could  do  to  take  it 
away  from  him.  Fifty,  sixty  thousand 
dollars.  Maybe  more.  And  if  he  beat 
Clark  .  .  . 

He  stopped  kidding  himself  right 
there.  Clark  was  a  better  fighter  than 
the  man  who'd  beaten  him  tonight. 
Clark  had  five  years  on  him,  was  loaded 
with  class  and  could  hit  like  hell.  He 
wouldn't  go  six  rounds  with  Clark,  and 
he  didn't  have  to  wait  two  months  to 
find  that  out.  He'd  learned  it  tonight. 

In  the  dressing  room  the  writers  and 
photographers  gave  him  a  big  half  hour. 
They  were  happy  for  him  because  it 
meant  the  title  shot  and  they  knew  what 
had  happened  to  his  money.  Lennon  was 
the  last  to  leave.  He  said,  "Eddie,  you 
know  you  got  a  gift,  don't  you?" 

Miller  looked  at  him  and  shrugged. 


"I've  been  robbed  in  my  time.  It  evens 
out." 

Lennon  nodded.  "Just  so  vou  know- 
it." 

Bloom  and  Doyle  kept  talking  with- 
out saying  anything,  and  Miller  show- 
ered and  Bloom  gave  him  a  rub.  It 
wasn't  easy  to  adjust  to  this  new  angle. 
You  made  up  your  mind  about  some- 
thing, then  a  couple  of  guys  make  a 
mistake  and  you  have  to  start  all  over. 
He  thought  about  the  fight  and  sud- 
denly realized  he  had  missed  something. 
The  more  he  thought  about  it  the  big- 
ger it  grew,  and  he  knew  he  had  to  get 
an  answer.  The  big  answer. 

He  said  good  night  to  Doyle  and 
Bloom  and  packed  his  stuff  in  the  small 
bag,  then  w  alked  down  the  corridor  to 
the  dressing  room  Horn  had  used,  hop- 
ing they  w  ere  still  there.  Sam  and  the 
kid  were  alone  and  about  to  leave.  Horn 
looked  at  him,  still  sore,  and  Sam  patted 
the  kid  on  the  back  and  said,  "You  run 
along,  Marty.  I'll  see  you  tomorrow." 

Horn  looked  at  Miller  as  he  passed 
him.  Miller  said,  "Good  night,  kid," 
Horn  nodded. 

When  he  was  gone,  Sam  said,  "Well, 
you  did  it,  Eddie.  You  get  the  Clark 
shot,  like  you  wanted." 

Miller  said,  "Sam,  why  did  you  haul 
him  in  after  the  sixth?  Why  did  you 
cool  him  off?" 

Sam  spread  his  hands.  "Because  I'm 
a  smart  guy.  I  am  the  brains.  I  figure 
we  got  it  made  nice  and  big  and  why 
take  a  chance.  I  am  in  there  thinking." 

"He  could  have  knocked  me  out, 
Sam." 

"Maybe.  Except  I'm  so  smart  I  don't 
go  for  maybes.  Play-It-Safe  Sam  Katz. 
So  my  kid  loses  a  fight  he  has  in  his 
pocket."  He  chewed  on  his  cigar.  "But 
it  ain't  like  it's  the  last  fight  he'll  ever 
have,  and  he  learned  a  lot.  It  ain't  a 
total  loss." 

"You  told  him  to  slow  down  because 
you  knew  I  was  hurt  and  you  didn't 
want  me  to  get  my  brains  knocked  out. 
You  told  him  to  lay  off  that  big  right 
hand  because  you  were  afraid  he'd  mur- 
der me." 

"Yah!"  Sam  sneered  at  him.  "I'm  the 
sympathetic  type!  Why  should  I  let 
him  throw  rocks  at  you  when  he's  way 
out  in  front?  Why  should  I  let  him 
bust  a  hand?" 

"You  deliberately  slowed  him  up. 
You  were  thinking  of  what  it  would  be 
like  for  Helen  if  I  wound  up  in  a  hos- 
pital bed." 

Sam's  face  suddenly  went  flat.  "All 
right.  Yeah.  I  saw  how  you  were  and 
he  could  have  killed  you.  I  know  how 
much  you  would  have  taken.  1  know 
you.  It  ain't  worth  it  and  I  thought  1 
could  get  by  without  it.  Sure  I  thought 
of  Helen." 

Miller  nodded  slowly.  "It  took  me  a 
couple  of  minutes  to  figure  it  out.  I 
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reach  the  point  where  some  kid  lias  to 
hold  me  up,  and  I  got  to  stop  and  think 
about  it." 

"So  now  you  can  go  with  Clark," 
Sam  said.  "And  when  he  beats  you 
there'll  be  just  one  more.  And  another. 
I  maybe  shoulda  let  the  kid  do  the  full 
job  tonight." 

Miller  stood  there,  suddenly  feeling 
better  somehow.  He  grinned  and  said, 
"Sam,  you  were  always  a  fat-hearted 
slob.  Come  on  and  I'll  buy  you  a  drink. 
I'll  call  Helen  and  tell  her  we'll  be  up 
to  the  house.  She'll  be  glad  to  see  you." 

Sam  looked  at  him.  "Well,  I  could 


stand  a  drink  after  blowing  that  one  to- 
night. And  I  ain't  seen  the  kid  in  ages." 

They  went  out  the  door,  and  Miller 
put  his  arm  around  the  little  man's 
shoulders.  He  said,  "Sam,  it's  good  to 
see  you."  He  felt  ten  years  younger.  Or 
ten  years  older.  He  wasn't  sure  which. 

They  were  in  the  corridor  when  Sam 
said,  "Hey,  you  forgot  the  bag  witli 
your  stuff." 

Miller  grinned  down  at  him.  "I  never 
forget  a  thing,  Sam.  You  know  that.  No 
sense  luggin'  something  I'll  never  use 
again."  He  said,  "Sam,  we'll  have  a 
night."  THE  END 


"LET'S  HAVE  THE  TRUTH!" 

(Continued  from  page  21) 

believed  that  policy  to  be  right.  As  a  "The  American  people,"  he  said,  "ask 
result,  it  has  time  and  again  taken  un-  one  thing— the  truth.  They  ask  us  to  tell 
popular  positions,  and  has  been  fought,  them  where  we  are  today,  and  what  we 
berated  and  smeared  by  amateurs  and  must  do,  to  find  our  way  out  of  our 
experts.  Showing  that  The  American  present  difficulties,  without  surrender- 
Legion  is  truly  bi-partisan,  I  believe  it  ing  our  most  precious  possession,  next 
has  come  into  conflict  with  every  Ad-  to  our  faith  in  God;  that  is,  our  free- 
ministration  on  some  point  or  other,  dom.  The  American  people  will  find 
ever  since  the  year  of  its  founding,  1919.  their  way  over  any  obstacles,  through 
Politicians  and  the  public  relations  any  fog,  against  any  foe,  foreign  or  do- 
experts  who  advise  them  are  doubtless  mestic,  if  they  have  the  truth." 
horrified  at  some  of  the  stands  taken  by  However,  the  truth  can  sometimes  be 
The  American  Legion,  and  would  avoid  disagreeable,  and  certainly  it  is  not 
them  as  sure-fire  suicide.  But  that  pleasant  to  face  up  to  the  truth  about 
proves  how  little  they  really  understand  today's  world.  The  sad  fact  is  that  we 
the  American  people.  Despite  our  many  are  in  a  pretty  bad  fix.  Talk  to  people 
controversies,  we  seem  to  stand  pretty  who  know  the  facts  and  you'll  find  few 
w  ell  indeed  in  public  esteem.  A  couple  optimists  among  them.  The  communist 
of  years  ago  an  independent  poll  was  world  now  numbers  more  than  K0(),000,- 
taken  by  Elmo  Roper,  nationally  known  000  people,  and  the  red  leaders  are 
for  his  studies  of  public  opinion,  to  find  steadily  consolidating  their  hold  on 
out  how  Americans  rated  leading  na-  these  poor  devils.  Trustworthy  allies  are 
tional  organizations.  The  question  asked  so  few  and  so  reluctant  that  in  a  future 
was:  "Here  is  a  list  of  some  groups  and  conflict  we  might  have  to  count  on  little 
organizations  that  aren't  directly  con-  more  than  the  same  skimpy  kind  of 
nected  with  any  political  party.  Are  help  we  got  in  Korea.  And  between  the 
there  any  of  these  groups  whose  ideas  communist  and  free  worlds  there  is  a 
you'd  expect  to  be  good  on  candidates  grow  ing  gulf  of  neutralism,  as  red  prop- 
running  for  office?"  aganda  and  American  failures  cause  na- 
Thc  American  Legion  was  voted  first,  tion  after  nation  to  turn  away  from  us. 
with  a  score  of  23.  Here  is  how  other  Those  are  the  facts,  the  hard,  cold 
groups  were  rated:  facts  that  forced  our  State  Department 
Officials  of  your  church.  .  .  .22  to  the  conclusion  that  an  "agonizing  re- 
League  of  Women  Voters.  .  17  appraisal"  of  our  lineup  of  allies  seemed 

A.F.L.  and  C.I.0  16  to  be  in  order.  But  how  many  people 

Farm  Bureau  Federation  and  have  more  than  a  hazy  idea  that  all  is 

National  Grange  15  not  well?  How  many  are  aware  that 

National  Association  for  we  are  slowly  being  encircled  by  an 

Advancement  of  Colored  enemy   who,   like   Hitler,  arrogantly 

People                               8  spelled  out  his  plan  of  conquest,  a  plan 

National  Association  of  which  includes  our  death  warrant,  duly 

Manufacturers                     6  signed  and  sealed  by  the  men  of  the 

Prominent  Southern  leaders  Kremlin? 

supporting  states'  right...  5  Most  people  have  heard  about  such 
If  there  is  any  moral  in  that,  it  is  that  blueprints  for  world  conquest,  but  can 
the  American  people  respect  anyone  or  you  blame  them  if  they  refuse  to  take 
any  organization  that  does  not  equivo-  them  seriously?  After  all  it  is  hard  to 
cate.  credit  such  threats  when  you  see  high- 
Speaking  about  our  many  diplomatic  ranking  personalities  of  the  free  world 
defeats  in  recent  years,  Senator  William  clinking  glasses  and  shaking  hands  with 
R.  Jenner  of  Indiana  not  long  ago  made  Soviet  agents  in  diplomatic  posts,  when 
a  statement  that  is  well  worth  repeating:  you  read  about  big  business  deals  with 
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the  Russians  and  the  Red  Chinese,  and 
w  hen  you  keep  hearing  about  "peaceful 
co-existence." 

It  is  only  natural  for  people  to  prefer 
pleasant  news,  and  politicians  arc  well 
aware  of  that  simple  fact  of  life.  When 
they  are  charged  with  the  responsibility 
of  running  things,  politicians  naturally 
do  their  utmost  to  present  a  pleasant 
picture  that  is  entirely  sweetness  and 
light.  No  sense  disturbing  the  voters 
by  hinting  that  some  of  the  people  run- 
ning the  show  might  be  afflicted  with 
stupidity  or  corruption.  That  is  their 
nature  and  it  would  probably  be  asking 
too  much  to  expect  the  run-of-mill  poli- 
tician to  come  completely  clean  as  to 
his  stew  ardship. 

But  apart  from  this  understandable 
reluctance  to  spread  the  truth,  the 
w  hole  truth  and  nothing  but  the  truth, 
political  demagogues  have  in  recent 
years  acquired  another  interesting  char- 
acteristic. They  have  found  that  it  pays, 
vote-wise,  to  provide  some  extra  serv- 
ices for  their  constituents.  Not  only  are 
they  w  illing  to  run  their  offices,  they 
are  also  pleased  to  take  care  of  the  lives 
and  property  of  the  voters,  from  cradle 
to  grave.  In  the  course  of  this,  they  are 
also  available  to  do  the  citizen's  think- 
ing for  him.  It  goes  without  saying  that 
in  the  process  of  doing  the  citizen's 
thinking  they  will  decide  who  is  to  run 
the  government,  how  it  is  to  be  run, 
and  what  direction  it  will  take. 

One  of  the  outstanding  exponents  of 
this  type  of  government  was  the  late 
Harry  Hopkins  w  ho,  though  he  never 
got  a  vote,  was  hand-picked  to  become 
one  of  the  biggest  cogs  in  the  machin- 
ery of  our  government.  His  philosophy 
was  evident  in  his  famous  statement: 
"The  American  people  are  too  damned 
dumb  to  understand." 

This  attitude  was  manifest  in  the  way 
he  operated.  Holding  the  people  in  con- 
tempt, it  was  only  natural  for  him  to 
ignore  them  in  setting  up  the  global 
deals  he  engineered.  So  we  had  an  amaz- 
ing succession  of  contrived  "executive 
agreements,"  "directives,"  "confer- 
ences," and  "treaties"  to  get  things 
done  w  ithout  much  regard  to  the  law, 
the  will  of  the  people  or  their  duly 
elected  representatives.  We  are  now 
feeling  the  impact  of  those  deals  and 
much  of  our  present  international  pre- 
dicament can  lie  traced  directly  to  them. 

But  it  is  probably  safe  to  say  that  the 
American  people  want  no  more  such 
deals.  They  have  given  plenty  of  proof 
that  they  can  think  for  themselves,  if 
given  the  opportunity,  and  from  now 
on  the  smart  politicians  will  be  those 
w  ho  give  them  the  opportunity. 

The  first  step  is  to  tell  the  people  the 
truth. 

While  people  naturally  like  to  hear 
pleasant  things,  it  is  also  true  that 
Americans  can  take  the  bad  along  with 


the  good,  and  then  work  to  make  the 
best  of  bad  situations.  This  has  en- 
riched our  history  with  such  expressions 
as  "Damn  the  torpedoes!  Full  speed 
ahead!"  "Don't  give  up  the  ship!"  "We 
have  not  yet  begun  to  fight,"  and  "Mil- 
lions for  defense  but  not  a  cent  for 
tribute." 

Those  words  were  born  of  trial  and 
tribulation.  There  was  imminent  danger 
when  they  were  uttered,  and  the  speak- 
ers were  aware  of  that  fact.  But  they 
didn't  flinch  in  the  face  of  the  evident 
truth. 

I  doubt  that  Americans  of  today  are 
any  less  courageous  than  the  men  who 
spoke  the  deathless  words  I've  quoted. 
The  trouble  is  that  too  man}-  of  our 
leaders  misjudge  the  caliber  of  the 
American  people.  Their  tendency  is  to 
think  of  them  in  terms  of  "the  little 
people,"  "the  common  man,"  and  "the 
man  in  the  street."  I  don't  know  what 
ladies'  seminary  incubated  notions  like 
that,  but  the  fact  is  that  this  country 
was  not  built  by  so-called  little  people 
nor  is  it  peopled  by  common  men.  The 
record  of  our  growth  and  achievements 
in  comparison  with  the  rest  of  the 
world  ought  to  prove  that. 

In  other  words,  it  is  high  time  that 
politicians  and  others  with  their  weird 
mother-complexes  stopped  babying  the 
American  people  and  making  sissies  out 
of  them. 

In  their  great  anxiety  to  keep  every- 
one in  a  happy,  rosy  never-never  land, 
political  leaders  have  given  the  world 
the  impression  that  Uncle  Sam  is  a 
doddering  old  fool,  unable  to  defend 
himself  against  the  w  orld's  sneers  and 
laughter,  let  alone  physical  force.  To 
keep  from  being  mauled,  he  has  to  keep 
bribing  friends  and  enemies  alike. 

It  is  this  impression  that  we  are 
simple-minded  which  causes  us  to  go 
into  one  global  conference  after  another 
with  two  strikes  against  us.  What  Will 
Rogers  once  said  about  this  country 
never  having  lost  a  w  ar  or  won  a  con- 
ference is  still  true  except  for  the  fact- 
let's  face  it— we  now  have  a  lost  war  to 
our  discredit— Korea.  But  another  fact 
we  might  as  well  face  is  that  we  could 
have  won  that  war,  and  we  most  as- 
suredly would  have  won  it,  if  the  people 
had  been  given  the  truth  which  is  now 
coming  out  in  the  testimony  of  the  gen- 
erals who  were  not  allow  ed  to  w  in. 

Those  who  are  responsible  for  that 
and  the  other  setbacks  we  have  had  in 
recent  years  have  been  referred  to  as 
people  who  have  "a  vested  interest  in 
error."  It  is  understandable  that  these 
people  should  not  only  be  bashful  to 
tell  the  public  what  actually  was  be- 
hind the  mess,  but  that  they  should 
make  every  effort  to  discredit  and 
silence  anyone  who  tries  to  find  out 
the  truth  and  lay  it  on  the  line. 

Unfortunately  for  the  people  who 


created  our  present  mess,  the  truth  must 
be  made  known.  This  is  important  not 
just  to  discredit  those  who  made  the 
blunders,  but  to  make  sure  that  we  don't 
again  jeopardize  our  national  existence 
by  repeating  them. 

I  know  how  hard  it  is  going  to  be  to 
get  at  the  truth  in  this  regard,  because 
the  skeletons  are  securely  locked  in  the 
closets  of  highly  influential  people.  1 
might  add,  incidentally,  that  no  one 
political  party  has  a  monopoly  on  the 
errors  that  have  been  committed  in  the 
last  couple  of  decades.  But  the  truth 
must  be  brought  out,  just  as  the  cause 
of  a  festering  sore  must  be  exposed  and 
removed  if  it  is  not  to  result  in  gangrene 
and  death. 

It  is  going  to  take  a  strong  stomach 
on  the  part  of  the  public  to  watch  this 
operation  of  getting  at  the  truth,  but  not 
being  "little  people,"  Americans  can 
take  it.  Indeed,  they  have  shown  that 
they  can,  even  if  the  sight  irritates  them. 

When  we  do  get  the  mess  cleaned 
up,  so  w  e  have  what  was  once  referred 
to  as  "a  health)"  body  politick,"  we  can 
then  tackle  with  firmness  the  great 
global  problems  that,  up  to  now,  have 
throw  n  us  for  one  loss  after  another. 
Because  only  then  w  ill  the  rest  of  the 
world  see  that  we  are  truly  a  powerful 
nation,  thinking  in  terms  of  our  na- 
tional self-interest,  and  willing  to  ne- 
gotiate only  on  that  basis. 

When  that  time  conies  the  underly- 
ing theme  of  our  foreign  and  domestic 
policy  should  be  truthfulness.  There 
should  be  no  more  secret  deals,  secret 
because  the  public  w  ould  not  stand  for 
them  if  they  knew  of  them.  Nor  should 
we  make  any  commitments  anywhere 
that  we  may  not  be  able  to  fulfill.  And 
the  best  way  of  avoiding  these  things 
is  to  tell  the  people  at  home  the  truth 
about  what  is  going  on  and  the  reasons 
therefor.  That  is  the  wax  it  should  be 
and  that  is  the  way  it  will  have  to  be. 

Christ  Himself  said:  "The  truth  shall 
make  you  free."  We  seem  to  have  lost 
sight  of  that  as  well  as  its  corollary 
that  lies  and  distortions  can  well  mean 
our  enslavement  as  a  nation.  The  truth 
is  that  even  now  we  are  well  on  the 
road  to  our  downfall  because  we  have 
gotten  away  from  the  truth,  or  have 
had  the  truth  withheld  from  us. 

We  can  see  the  end  result  of  this  sort 
of  thing  in  Red  China  today.  There  the 
Chinese  people  are  enslaved  to  their 
communist  masters  because  of  the  lies 
and  deceit  of  people  inside  and  outside 
their  borders.  Nor  did  the  end  come 
when  China  fell  to  the  communists. 
Now  to  China's  hundreds  of  millions 
life  is  a  continuous  agony  of  brainwash- 
ing, to  the  end  that  each  individual  will 
be  mentally  enslaved  as  the  Chinese  na- 
tion itself  is. 

The  truth  is,  the  same  thing  can  hap- 
pen here.  the  end 
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WE  TOOK  TO  THE  WATERWAYS 


■(Continued  from  I'tige  19)- 


motor  from  side  to  side  by  means  of  a 
steering  handle  and  that  you  controlled 
speed  by  twisting  a  rubber  grip  set  into 
the  end  of  the  handle.  I  have  learned 
a  bit  more  about  the  operation  of  a  boat 
since  that  time,  but  my  additional 
knowledge  is  not  much  more  than  an 
extension  of  that  first  "lesson."  At  any 
rate,  the  Collins  father  and  sons  be- 
came "yachtsmen"  with  that  instruc- 
tion and  the  signing  of  a  check  for  $250. 

Those,  then,  are  some  of  the  events 
and  some  of  the  background  that  led  up 
to  our  being  on  the  Chicago  River  at 
Chicago's  Michigan  Avenue  Bridge  on 
Sunday,  July  4,  1954.  The  trip  from 
Morris,  about  65  miles  southward,  had 
been  an  easy  one;  we  had  spent  our  first 
night  tied  up  to  the  bank  of  the  Lakes- 
to-Gulf  Waterway  at  Jolict. 

Beginning  our  third  year  of  nautical 
vacations  we  now  had  acquired  a  sec- 
ond-hand 16-foot  molded  plywood 
boat  which  was  equipped  with  a  small 
shelter  cabin  and  a  plastic  tarpaulin  over 
the  cockpit.  The  boat  had  cost  us  $380. 
We  had  also  obtained  a  new  25-horse- 
power  outboard  motor,  which  sells  for 
approximately  $400  in  our  home  town. 

We  tied  up  at  the  Wrigley  Building 
and,  clad  in  dungarees,  T-shirts  and 
sneakers,  set  out  to  see  Chicago. 

Late  in  the  afternoon,  we  went 
through  the  locks  at  the  juncture  of 
the  Chicago  River  and  Lake  Michigan, 
had  our  first  view  of  a  city's  skyline 
from  the  water  and  pulled  into  a  near- 
by harbor  that  bore  the  name  "(Mon- 
trose." 

Tying  up  beside  a  gleamingly 
chromed-up  40-foot  cruiser,  we  went 
into  the  Montrose  clubhouse,  where  we 
received  the  kind  of  reception  I  had 


thought  was  reserved  for  yacht  owners 
returning  from  a  year's  cruise  in  the 
South  Seas.  The  treatment  was  typical 
of  that  we  encountered  at  the  many 
yacht  clubs  we  visited  thereafter.  We 
had  come  upon  the  brotherhood  that 
exists  among  boatsmen.  It  is  a  brother- 
hood that  makes  no  distinction  between 
the  skipper  of  the  most  humble  craft 
and  the  skipper  of  the  most  sumptuous 
cruiser. 

We  spent  the  night  of  July  4  w  ith 
Chicago  friends.  Thereafter,  our  boat 
was  our  home  as  well  as  our  transporta- 
tion. 

Lake  Michigan  has  the  reputation  of 
being  one  of  the  most  treacherous  of  all 
the  waterways,  fresh  or  salt,  on  this 
planet.  Hulks  and  the  bones  of  seamen 
resting  on  the  lake's  bottom  are  mute 
evidence  that  the  reputation  is  deserved. 
For  those  who  seek  it,  there  are,  no 
doubt,  plenty  of  opportunities  for  "ad- 
venture" on  a  Lake  Michigan  cruise. 

Our  purpose,  however,  was  relaxa- 
tion, not  excitement,  and  our  plans  had 
been  made  accordingly.  As  any  map 
will  show,  the  harbors  arc  never  more 
than  15  to  20  miles  apart,  an  easy  hour's 
run  for  us.  We  had  made  up  our  minds 
when  we  started  that  we  w  ould  pick 
our  conditions,  that  we  would  not  be 
out  on  the  lake  when  it  was  too  rough 
for  our  craft's  capabilities,  that  we 
would  head  for  shore  if  threatening 
weather  developed,  that  we  would 
"hole  up"  if  conditions  were  not  to  our 
liking.  As  it  turned  out,  the  weather 
was  fit  for  our  kind  of  navigation 
throughout  the  trip.  Twelve-year-old 
Bill  was  at  the  wheel  most  of  the  time. 

And  so  we  loafed  northward— some- 
times going  20  miles  in  a  day,  some- 


"He's  either  got  something  or  that's  the  greatest  bluff  I've  ever  seen!' 
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times  as  much  as  80  miles,  depending 
on  how  much  swimming  the  boys 
wanted  to  do  and  what  the  shore 
seemed  to  offer  in  the  \\  ay  of  explora- 
tion possibilities.  Following  the  shore- 
line at  a  distance  of  100  yards  to  a  halt- 
mile,  we  really  did  not  need  our 
compass  —  a  manual  lensatic  model, 
which  was  a  souvenir  of  my  time  with 
the  Marines. 

At  (Milwaukee,  it  occurred  to  me  that 
I  could  use  another  pair  of  jeans.  We 
nosed  into  the  Milwaukee  River  and, 
with  a  moment  or  two  of  thoughtful 
pity  for  the  local  citizenry  w  ho  were 
going  'round  and  'round  the  block 
looking  for  places  to  park,  tied  up  in 
front  of  Gimbel's  and  did  our  shopping. 

During  part  of  our  night  in  Milwau- 
kee we  were  guests  aboard  a  local  man- 
ufacturing tycoon's  motor  yacht  (we 
had  met  his  captain  at  the  yacht  club), 
where  the  choicest  offerings  of  his  gal- 
ley were  set  before  us.  A  few  nights 
later,  w  ith  our  boat  pulled  up  on  a  sand 
beach,  we  dined  on  hot  dogs.  To  me, 
contrasts  like  this  are  among  the  rea- 
sons why  I  have  become  a  waterways 
vacationist. 

We  were  following  the  route  taken 
some  300  years  earlier  by  Jacques  Mar- 
quette. As  my  sons  reminded  me,  Pere 
Marquette  had  paddled  a  birch-bark 
canoe  up  the  western  shore  of  Lake 
Michigan  in  1673,  had  gone  on  to  Green 
Bay,  thence  up  the  Fox  River  to  Lake 
W  innebago,  had  portaged  to  the  Wis- 
consin River,  had  gone  down  that 
stream  to  the  Mississippi  and  then  down 
to  the  (Mississippi's  confluence  w  ith  the 
Arkansas. 

As  during  our  excursions  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi and  the  Missouri,  my  sons  were 
learning  history  in  a  way  they  could 
not  approximate  in  a  classroom.  They 
were,  in  a  manner  of  speaking,  learning 


history  by  living  it,  just  as  they  had 
done  as  we  followed  the  Lewis  and 
Clark  trail  through  the  Montana  bad- 
lands (exactly  150  years  after  that  ex- 
pedition traversed  the  upper  Missouri), 
and  as  they  had  done  w  hen  we  went 
ashore  at  Fort  Benton,  Mont.,  and 
talked  with  the  white  and  Indian  de- 
scendants of  the  Indian  fighting  of  the 
1840's. 

Near  the  town  of  Sturgeon  Bay,  Wis., 
we  left  Marquette's  route  to  enter  the 
Sturgeon  Bay  Canal  (built  in  the  mid- 
1800's)  and  cross  over  into  Green  Bay. 

Our  course  had  been  northerly  to  this 
point.  Now  we  began  sw  inging  to  the 
east  and  our  destination  on  the  Hudson. 
From  the  water,  we  saw  Wisconsin's 
Door  County,  mecca  of  millions  of  va- 
cationists, as  but  few  see  it— vista  after 
vista  of  wooded  bluffs  rising  from  clean 
sand  beaches. 

At  Washington  Island,  off  Door 
County's  tip,  we  began  our  longest 
stretch  of  open-w  ater  navigation,  about 
60  miles  to  Beaver  Island  as  the  crow 
flies  and  about  90  miles  as  we  traveled, 
because  there  were  some  islands  we 
w  anted  to  explore.  Our  charts,  as  on 
our  previous  excursions,  were  the  cruis- 
ing maps  put  out  by  the  marine  divi- 
sions of  the  major  oil  companies.  These 
maps  can  be  obtained  at  almost  any  fill- 
ing station;  if  the  attendant  happens  not 
to  have  a  stock  on  hand,  he  can  tell  you 
where  to  write. 

En  route  to  Beaver  Island,  our  desti- 
nation, I  recalled  our  lower-Mississippi 
trip  of  1952  and  the  reputation  for 
danger  that  our  waterways  have  taken 
on  in  the  typewriters  of  "adventure" 
writers  and  in  the  minds  of  many  other 
persons. 

The  people  who  live  along  the  water- 
ways are,  I  believe,  largely  and  unwit- 
tingly responsible  for  this.  Generally 


speaking,  the  waterways  residents  never 
travel  the  waterways  farther  than  a  few 
miles  beyond  their  homes.  They  will, 
for  example,  express  incredulous  sur- 
prise when  you  tell  them  that  you  em- 
barked on  the  Mississippi  at  Moline,  111., 
and  that  your  destination  is  Vicksburg, 
or  beyond.  After  cautiously  admitting 
that  perhaps  you  are  presenting  a 
straight  story,  they  will  come  up  with 
variations  of  "But  you'll  never  make  it 
past  Dead  Man's  Rapids,  down  the  way 
apiece!"  By  the  end  of  your  trip,  you 
will  not  have  encountered  "Dead  Man's 
Rapids."  In  the  meantime,  you  w  ill  have 
heard  other  tall  tales  about  the  treach- 
erous reaches  ahead;  but  at  cruise's  end 
you  will  never  have  found  these  either. 

Thus,  there  was  a  mutual  bond  of 
misunderstanding  between  me  and  a 
tavern  owner  at  the  Beaver  Island  tow  n 
of  St.  James  with  whom  I  spoke.  His 
antecedents  had  settled  there  in  the 
early  1800's,  and  he  found  it  hard  to 
believe  that  I  was  engaged  in  a  small- 
boat  trip  from  some  place  near  Chicago 
to  New  York.  I  had  some  doubts  at  first 
—before  conferring  with  my  sons,  who 
had  scouted  the  entire  route  by  history 
books  — about  his  talcs  of  one  James 
Jesse  Strang,  who,  in  about  1850 
crowned  himself  "James  I,"  king  of  the 
Beaver  Island  Archipelago,  and  who 
w  as  brought  to  justice  by  an  1851  ver- 
sion of  today's  Navy  task  force. 

Beyond  Beaver  Island,  our  route 
verged  more  and  more  easterly,  with  an 
occasional  leg  northward,  as  we  passed 
through  the  Straits  of  Mackinac,  across 
the  top  of  Lake  Huron  and  into  the 
protected  waters  of  North  Channel. 

At  Point  Detour,  the  entrance  of 
North  Channel,  we  were  in  Canada. 
We  heard  that  a  customs  declaration 
w  as  necessary  w  hen  crossing  the  border 
and  we  looked  for  a  customs  man.  We 
did  not  find  one.  Perhaps  the  man  had 
gone  fishing.  Perhaps  the  customs  serv- 
ice reasoned,  and  correctly,  that  a  craft 
of  our  size  could  not  possibly  carry 
enough  contraband  to  make  an  inspec- 
tion worthwhile.  At  any  rate,  we  pro- 
ceeded another  100  miles  or  so  through 
North  Channel  before  we  encountered, 
at  Little  Current,  an  official  who  w  ould 
look  us  over.  The  procedure  amounted 
to  little  more  than  a  handshake. 

If  my  sons  and  I  were  asked  to  pick 
the  most  satisfying  part  of  our  trip,  I 
am  sure  we  would  agree  on  the  North 
Channel  and  Georgian  Bay  area. 

Here,  even  parts  of  the  mainland  art- 
accessible  only  by  boat.  Canada's  trans- 
continental highway  touches  the  upper 
shores  of  Lake  Huron  in  spots,  but  not 
frequently  enough  to  spoil  the  essen- 
tially untrodden  nature  of  the  area.  And 
the  islands  —  thousands  of  them,  and 
shown  in  their  entirety  only  on  the 
most  accurately  drawn  navigation 
charts— offer  a  complete  separation  from 
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the  world  that  is  usually  too  much  with 
us  in  the  ordinary  scheme  of  day-to- 
day living. 

Here  we  encountered  the  lakeland 
version  of  the  sandbar,  which  we  had 
first  known  on  our  trips  on  the  Missis- 
sippi and  the  Missouri. 

Like  the  sandbars  of  the  rivers  of  our 
earlier  boating  times,  the  beaches  of  the 
remote  lake  regions  are  among  the  few 
pristine  spots  left  to  man.  The  highest 
mountains  have  been  climbed;  just 
about  every  nook  and  corner  of  this 
world  has  been  poked  into  by  explorers, 
if  not  by  the  multitudes.  With  sandbars, 
the  old  ones  vanish  and  new  ones  are 
formed  every  spring.  With  beaches,  the 
sand  may  be  swept  water-clean  every 
hour,  certainly  every  day  or  so.  For  a 
few  years  at  least,  until  waterways  va- 
cations become  more  popular— as  I  hope 
they  will— there'll  be  enough  fresh  sand- 
bars and  beaches  left  for  everybody 
who  takes  to  the  rivers  and  the  inland 
seas. 

With  a  shallow-draft  boat  like  ours, 
any  beach  or  sandbar  affords  an  over- 
night dwelling  place,  except  in  times  of 
heavy  weather,  when  a  port  is  a  more 
sensible  place  to  be.  One  merely  tilts 
up  the  motor  to  clear  the  prop,  then 
hauls  the  prow  of  the  boat  up  on  the 
sand. 

We  had  discovered  two  summers 
earlier  that  aluminum  foil  makes  an 
adequate  "stove"  for  meal  preparation. 
Fresh-caught  fish,  potatoes,  hot  dogs, 
or  steaks,  wrapped  in  foil  and  tossed 
into  the  embers  of  a  driftwood  fire,  pro- 
duce, we  found,  a  perfect  meal  every 
time. 

Packaged  fresh  meats  or  hot  dogs 
purchased  at  towns  along  the  way, 
w  hen  wrapped  in  damp  burlap  and 
placed  under  the  deck  in  the  shade, 
needed  no  further  refrigeration.  Water 
dipped  right  out  of  the  river  or  lake 
was  cool  and  highly  palatable.  We  kept 
a  supply  of  fresh  milk  aboard  for  the 
boys  and  this,  too,  was  cooled  to  just 
the  right  temperature  when  the  bottles 
were  wrapped  in  damp  burlap. 

Usually,  as  on  the  rivers,  our  fishing 
was  limited  to  fishing  for  food.  A  line 
dropped  over  the  side— with  worms  for 
bait— w  as  all  the  "tackle"  w  e  needed  to 
keep  ourselves  supplied  with  fish  for 
food.  I  did  get  slightly  carried  away 
during  one  period  of  about  an  hour  on 
Georgian  Bay  when  1  hauled  in  and 
threw  back  some  30  rock  bass,  weighing 
from  one  to  two  pounds. 

Our  boat  provided  our  sleeping  quar- 
ters. The  boys  slept  forward  on  rubber 
air  mattresses  under  the  permanent 
cabin.  I  slept  in  a  sleeping  bag  in  the 
open  cockpit,  which  was  covered  at 
night  by  a  removable  tarpaulin  of  plas- 
tic material.  (On  our  river  trips,  on 
which  we  used  open  boats,  w  e  spread 
our  rubber  mattresses  on  the  sandbars. 


When  it  rained,  we  formed  a  shelter 
by  turning  the  boat  upside  down.) 

While  we  avoided  any  semblance  of 
a  "schedule,"  there  came  to  be  some- 
thing of  a  generally  adhered  to  scheme 
of  operations.  The  kids  usually  were  up 
by  6  o'clock.  Keeping  one  eye  on  them 
as  they  romped  or  went  for  a  swim,  I 
would  remain  "sacked"  until  about  8 
o'clock.  After  breakfast,  we  would 
shove  off  and  travel  an  hour  or  so  and 
then  there  would  be  another  swim, 
sometimes  off  the  boat  and  sometimes 
in  an  inviting  cove.  If  a  town  or  an 
island  or  a  stretch  of  land  looked  inter- 
esting from  the  water  or  if  we  recalled 
that  it  had  historic  significance,  we 
would  go  ashore.  There  would  be  more 
swimming,  or  fishing,  or  target  prac- 
tice with  the  small  arms  we  brought 
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along.  We  were  under  way  an  average 
of  four  hours  a  day.  On  the  longer 
stretches  of  open  water,  we  found  the 
going  smoother  later  in  the  day  and  we 
did  our  distance-covering  in  the  eve- 
ning, after  dinner. 

Among  the  thousands  of  islands  of 
North  Channel  and  Georgian  Bay,  we 
hardly  ever  adhered  to  a  set  course.  It 
was  more  fun  just  to  wander  among  the 
many  channels.  When  it  seemed  neces- 
sary that  we  should  get  along  tow  ard 
New  York,  we  would  take  a  sight  on 
the  sun  and  head  in  a  generally  easterly 
direction.  Then,  too,  the  larger  cruisers 
and  commercial  craft  that  we  saw  from 
time  to  time  seemed  always  to  be  in  a 
hurry  and  headed  somewhere;  they  usu- 
ally were,  and  by  following  them,  we 
could  always  make  port  with  sunlight 
to  spare. 

Possibly  I  should  say  at  this  point 
that  I  have  three  other  children  —  a 
daughter,  seven;  a  son,  three,  and  an 
infant  born  since  our  trip  to  New  York. 
Until  now  ,  the  "boating"  of  these  chil- 
dren and  their  mother  has  consisted  of 
their  meeting  the  older  boys  and  me  at 
the  terminals  of  our  trips  with  the 
family  auto  and  boat  trailer  and  es- 
corting us  back  to  home  base.  When 
the  younger  children  have  put  a  couple 
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or  three  years  more  on  their  ages,  the 
whole  family  will  be  in  the  crew.  From 
a  safety  standpoint,  I  see  no  reason  \\  In 
a  two-  or  three-year-old  shouldn't  make 
a  trip  over  the  waterways;  but  there 
are  obviously  certain  obligations  inci- 
dent to  raising  small  children  that  can 
better  be  accomplished  ashore  than 
aboard  a  small  boat. 

After  North  Channel  and  Georgian 
Bay,  we  continued  to  be  guests  of 
Canada  for  another  week  and  a  half. 
Our  route  — the  Trent-Severn  Water- 
way and  the  St.  Lawrence  River— was 
discovered,  so  far  as  our  family  is  con- 
cerned, by  our  eldest  son. 

While  on  our  1953  trip  on  the  upper 
Missouri,  we  started  planning  an  excur- 
sion to  New  York  via  Lakes  Michigan, 
Huron  and  Erie  and  the  Erie  Canal. 
Upon  returning  home,  Bill  hied  him- 
self to  the  public  library.  In  a  dusty 
corner  on  the  third  floor,  he  came 
across  a  book  that  hadn't  been  checked 
out  since  1937.  It  was  called  "Milwau- 
kee to  Gotham,"  had  been  published  in 
1926  by  a  Mr.  Freeman  and  told  about 
a  route  from  Wisconsin,  across  upper 
Lake  Huron,  across  southern  Canada  to 
the  St.  Lawrence  River. 

We  wrote  to  the  Canadian  Govern- 
ment Travel  Bureau  at  Ottawa  to  ask 
what  that  agency  knew  about  all  this. 
It  turned  out  that  the  Bureau  people 
were  quite  well  acquainted  with  that 
waterway,  the  Trent-Severn,  had  nu- 
merous booklets  and  charts  available, 
of  w  hich  theyr  w  ere  pleased  to  send  us 
a  complete  selection. 

The  Trent-Severn,  stretching  south- 
eastward from  Georgian  Bay  to  the 
juncture  of  the  St.  Lawrence  and  Lake 
Ontario,  offers  many  contrasts  along  its 
240-mile  course.  Generally,  it's  peace- 
fully   bucolic;    grazing   cattle   at  the 


water's  edge  watch  your  progress  with 
what  appears  to  be  a  contrived  non- 
chalance. Then  there  are  busy  indus- 
trial cities  like  Peterborough,  where  the 
world's  largest  hydraulic  lift-lock  is 
located.  (Here,  you  enter  a  water-filled 
basin,  which  is  raised  or  lowered  — 
basin,  boat,  passengers  and  all— 65  feet 
to  the  next  level.) 

It's  a  stretch  of  water  where  it's 
pleasant  to  be  lazy— and  we  were. 

Then  we  were  on  the  St.  Lawrence 
and  its  Thousand  Islands  section  and 
headed  for  Quebec. 

On  July  24,  we  were  at  Lachine,  near 
Montreal.  We  were  still  more  than  200 
miles  from  Quebec,  one  of  the  few  cities 
definitely  on  our  itinerary  when  we 
left  home.  And  I  had  a  date  with  a 
judge  in  a  courtroom  back  home  less 
than  two  weeks  ahead.  We  berthed  the 
boat  and  took  a  bus  to  Montreal  and 
Quebec. 

On  July  26,  we  were  afloat  again- 
headed  south  on  the  Richelieu  River. 
We  were  in  an  area  where  only  French 
was  spoken;  where,  for  example,  we  had 
to  seek  out  the  village  priest  to  put  the 
message  across  that  we  wanted  to  pur- 
chase fuel  for  our  motor.  The  next  day 
we  were  in  Vermont,  where  hardly 
any  thing  is  spoken,  but  where  the  in- 
herent friendliness  of  the  people  who 
live  along  the  waterways  forces  itself 
through  their  reticence. 

Going  southward  through  Lake 
Champlain  and  on  the  Hudson,  we  en- 
countered some  of  the  most  ruggedly 
beautiful  country  we  had  seen  on  the 
entire  route.  In  fact,  I  would  class  the 
Bear  Mountain  area,  less  than  40  miles 
from  42nd  Street,  as  the  wildest-looking 
terrain  we  saw.  Telling  a  friend  in  New 
York  City  about  this  a  few  days  later, 
I  noted  that  he  received  the  information 


w  ith  a  measure  of  suspicion.  But  then 
he  had  not  seen  Bear  Mountain  from 
the  water,  as  we  had;  he  had  not  seen 
the  cliffs  rising  sheer  from  the  river, 
had  not  viewed  the  mountains  as  they 
appear  to  one  man  and  two  boys,  who, 
so  far  as  they  can  discern,  have  the  en- 
tire scene  to  themselves  and  themselves 
alone. 

On  Sunday,  July  31,  with  our  destina- 
tion almost  in  sight,  we  had  our  first 
mechanical  trouble  of  the  trip.  As  we 
skimmed  along  over  the  waters  of  Hell 
Gate,  the  lower  unit  of  our  motor 
struck  a  partly  submerged  piece  of 
heavy  timber.  The  impact  broke  the 
safety  pin  (called  a  shear  pin)  with 
which  modern  outboards  are  equipped 
to  prevent  damage  to  the  gear  mecha- 
nism in  encounters  like  this. 

I  learned  later  that  timbers  like  the 
one  we  hit  are  commonly  found  in 
commercial  harbors.  They  are  used  to 
brace  cargo  and  are  sometimes  tossed 
overboard  at  the  end  of  a  voyage. 

Civilization!  We  had  returned. 

The  damage  was  quickly  repaired  by 
the  insertion  of  a  new  shear  pin,  of 
w  hich  we  carried  several  aboard. 

Waiting  for  us  on  the  pier  at  Staten 
Island  were  a  friend  of  mine  and  his 
wife,  from  our  home  town.  Casually, 
weeks  before,  at  a  luncheon  club  we 
both  frequent,  1  had  told  the  friend 
about  our  plans  to  go  to  New  York. 
The  friend  operates  a  wholesale  busi- 
ness and  has  his  own  single-engine  air- 
plane. He  had  a  proposition:  We  could 
fly  back  to  Illinois  in  his  plane  (he 
would  supply  the  pilot)  if  he  and  his 
wife  could  take  our  boat  back  west  with 
them. 

It  didn't  take  long  to  close  the  deal. 

With  air  transportation  provided,  and 
with  arrangements  for  storage  or  sale 
of  the  boat  now  unnecessary,  we  had 
more  time  than  we  had  allowed  for 
getting  home.  We  could  explore  Man- 
hattan for  a  couple  of  days. 

After  Chicago,  we  had  the  formula 
for  seeing  a  city  without  strain:  Arrive 
in  your  own  boat  and  do  your  sight- 
seeing in  the  small-boater's  costume- 
jeans,  T-shirt  and  sneakers.  There  w  ;is 
a  slight  change  in  our  New  York,  as 
compared  with  our  Chicago,  attire:  We 
had  run  out  of  socks. 

We  like  New  York. 

And  in  1955? 

We're  not  sure.  We've  been  looking 
at  maps.  There's  the  Columbia  and  the 
Colorado.  We've  heard,  also,  about 
small-boat  trips  from  Seattle  to  Alaska. 
We  haven't  covered  all  of  Pere  Mar- 
quette's journey.  Then  there  are  some 
Florida  rivers  we'd  like  to  have  a  look 
at. 

And  Europe.  A  man  could  ship  a  light 
boat  overseas,  meet  it  at  the  headw  aters 
of  the  Rhine,  the  Seine,  the  Moselle  .  .  . 

Or  South  America.  the  end 


54  •  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  MAGAZINE  •  JANUARY,  1955 
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OUR  PHILIPPINE  OUTPOST 


In  the  atomic  age  that  means  two  things. 
It  means  the  capacity  for  powerful  re- 
taliation with  our  strongest  weapons. 
It  means  also  a  really  sound  radar  net- 
work backed  up  by  an  invincible  inter- 
ceptor force.  This  implies  guided  mis- 
siles, such  as  "Nike,"  and  the  best  fighter 
planes  in  our  military  establishment. 
The  defense  of  the  Philippines,  as  we 
found  out  to  our  sorrow  in  1941  and 
1942,  is  a  man's  job. 

Second,  in  the  event  of  the  need  for 
troop  maneuver  to  meet  any  threatened 
enemy  operation,  we  should  have 
learned  that  disease  is  also  a  formidable 
foe  and  one  that  can  be,  and  should  be, 
dealt  with  in  advance.  On  Bataan  we 
lost  as  many  men  to  malaria  as  we  did 
to  Japanese  gunfire,  w  hen  the  cost  of 
one  battleship  would  have  taken  malaria 
out  of  the  Philippines  permanently.  We 
don't  propose  to  fight  another  Bataan, 
but  we  do  propose  to  put  bases  in  the 
Bataan-Zambales  area,  in  Pampanga, 
and  elsewhere  in  the  islands  where  the 
anopheles  mosquito  is  still  very  much 
rampant.  Those  bases  cannot  possibly 
be  effective  without  the  clean-up  job, 
just  as  it  was  not  possible  to  build  and 
operate  the  Panama  Canal  without  a 
v/ar  on  yellow  fever.  This  lesson  should 
have  been  learned.  The  sooner  the  fruits 
of  experience  are  put  into  practice  the 
better.  Moreover,  the  fight  against  ma- 
laria is  not  just  another  humanitarian, 
civilian  health  problem.  It  is  a  neces- 
sary defense  operation  and  should  be 
classified  as  such. 

Next,  what  Philippine  manpower  can 
we  count  on,  and  how  good  is  it?  The 
present  Filipino  armed  forces,  all 
branches  included,  represent  something 
less  than  75,000  men.  With  a  population 
of  roughly  20,000,000  the  Philippines 
can  supply  a  much  larger  manpower 
contingent  than  this  and  actually,  the 
Philippine  selective  service  plan  that 
was  initiated  under  General  MacArthur 
back  in  the  thirties  presupposed  a  force 
of  about  100,000.  The  goal  »was  never 
reached.  A  force  of  that  size  cannot  be 
effectively  sustained  now  by  the  Philip- 
pine economy.  If  we  want  more  divi- 
sions in  the  Philippines  we  shall  have 
to  help  pay  for  them. 

In  this  connection  it  will  be  well, 
also,  to  think  about  helping  to  provide 
additional  manpow  er  in  categories  other 
than  mere  army  divisions.  There  is  still 
the  need  for  a  sound  Philippine  naval 
force  and  for  Philippine  aviators.  We 
have  had  abundant  evidence  that  the 
Filipinos  are  magnificent  sailors,  sound 
mechanics  and  intrepid  fliers. 

This  has  already  involved  the  ques- 
tion of  the  quality  of  those  manpower 
resources.  Those  who  have  fought  with 
the  Filipinos  either  in  the  islands  or  in 
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Korea  have  no  qualms.  The  Filipino  is 
brave  to  the  point  of  folly.  He  is  a  smart 
soldier  and  a  teachable  one.  He  is  agile 
and  deft.  He  is  top-flight  raw  material  for 
a  good  army.  But  he  has  to  be  trained, 
disciplined  and  equipped. 

This  presupposes,  of  course,  the  con- 
tinuation of  our  military  assistance- 
groups  in  the  Philippines  and  their  co- 
ordination with  the  w  hole  long-range 
program  for  the  maintenance  of  Ameri- 
can bases  in  the  Philippines  that  is  pro- 
vided for  under  our  treaty  agreements. 
We  have,  at  the  present  time,  an  air 
station  at  Clark  field  in  Pampanga, 
about  90  miles  north  of  Manila,  at  w  hat 
was  the  old  Fort  Stotsenburg.  We  have 
a  naval  and  fueling  station  at  Subic  Bay 
and  Olongapo  on  the  western  Bataan 
coast.  We  still  have  a  small  naval  oper- 
ation at  Cavite  in  Manila  Bay,  close  to 
the  city.  Other  installations  such  as  Fort 
Mckinley,  outside  Manila,  the  Post  of 
Manila,  Nichols  Field,  Camp  Kiethley 
in  Lanao,  the  Fort  at  Zamboanga  and 
other  garrison  stations  have  been  trans- 
ferred entirely  to  the  Philippine  Gov- 
ernment. It  is  probable  that  what  re- 
mains at  Cavite  will  also  be  transferred. 

Meanwhile,  the  United  States  is 
carrying  out  a  gigantic  engineering 
operation  at  Cubi  Point  in  Western 
Luzon,  fronting  the  South  China  Sea, 
to  build  up  what  will  be  the  most  pow- 
erful air-naval  base  in  the  islands.  In 
point  of  magnitude  this  is  an  operation 
of  more  than  one-tenth  of  that  involved 
in  the  building  of  the  Panama  Canal. 
It  will  give  the  Philippines  a  base  that 
can  handle  any  aircraft  now  in  opera- 
tion and  most  of  those  that  are  even  in 
contemplation.  If  Clark  Field  is  retained 
it  will,  of  course,  be  secondary. 

The  site  chosen  at  Cubi  Point  em- 
phasizes one  of  the  problems  present  in 
this  w  hole  matter  of  bases.  It  is  essen- 
tial that  the  United  States  avoid  any 
appearance  of  a  military  "occupation" 
of  the  islands  through  its  bases,  and  for 
this  reason  they  must  be  set  up,  if  pos- 
sible, in  locations  remote  from  the 
centers  of  government.  They  cannot, 
however,  be  remote  from  the  centers 
of  communication.  This  means  that 
some  new  communication  links  must  be 
developed.  We  have  had  a  good  object 
lesson  on  this  point.  Few  persons  would 
deny  that  one  of  the  reasons  we  have 
had  no  friction  with  Cuba  over  our 
long-standing  naval  station  there  w  as 
that  Guantanamo  Bay  was  at  one  end 
of  the  island  and  Havana  at  the  other. 
The  suggestion  of  political  pressure  be- 
cause of  a  base  position  has  thus  been 
minimized.  It  was  this  consideration,  of 
course,  that  led  to  the  quick  transfer 
of  the  Fort  McKinley  base  at  .Manila  to 
the  Philippines. 
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CREATIVE  CARD  CO..  4401  Cermak  RrJ.,  Dept.  17-A,  Chicago  23. 1 

RUPTURE-EASER 


Res.  In  U.  S.  fat.  Off.   (A  Piper  B 


Double. ..4. 95 
Right  or  left  No 

si-.$*95 

A  strong,  form-fitting  washable  support.  Back  lac- 
ing adjustable.  Snaps  up  in  front.  Adjustable  leg 
strap.  Soft,  flat  groin  pad.  No  steel  or  leather 
bands.  Unexcelled  for  comfort.  Also  used  as  alter 
operation  support.  For  men.  women  and  children. 
Mail  orders  give  measure  around  the  lowest  part 
of  the  abdomen  and  state  right  or  left  side  or 
double.   We  Prepay  Postage  Except  on  C.O.D.'s. 

PIPER  BRACE  CO. 

811  Wyandotte,  Dept.  AL-15,  Kansas  City  S,  Mo. 


HOW  TO  LIVE  IN 
COMFORT  ON  YOUR 
SOCIAL  SECURITY 

Many  retired  men — and  many  who  expect  to  retire — 
realize  that  Social  Security  payments  are  not  enough 
to  make  ends  meet.  They  are  looking  for  a  means  of 
making  extra  money  in  a  pleasant  way  without  jeop- 
ardizing their  Social  Security  payments. 

If  you  are  one  of  these  men,  I  will  set  you  up  in  a 
pleasant,  dignified  business  of  your  own  that  will  bring 
in  the  extra  money  you  need  every  week.  I  have  no- 
thing to  sell  you.  1  do  not  want  a  penny  of  your  money 
— now  or  ever.  I  will  furnish  all  the  necessary  business 
equipment  free.  You  need  no  experience  because  I  show 
you  how  to  start,  how  to  build,  and  how  to  handle  re- 
peat orders  for  Geo.  Master  Advertising  Work  Uni- 
forms in  your  locality. 

Thousands  of  businesses  of  every  description  now 
use  our  Advertising  Work  Uniforms — the  kind  with 
their  company  name  embroidered  on  the  back.  A  big 
percentage  of  the  Advertising  Work  Uniforms  you  see 
every  day  come  from  our  shops.  The  demand  is  grow- 
ing bigger  everyday  and  I  must  have  more  men  to 
handle  orders. 

This  may  be  just  the  opportunity  you  have  been 
looking  for.  Send  your  name  on  the  coupon  and  see. 
Please  do  this  at  once  as  there  are  only  a  limited  num- 
ber of  openings  available  at  this  time.  Mail  Coupon 
now  and  you  will  hear  from  me  by  return  mail.  No 
obligation  to  you.  Get  the  facts  and  then  decide.  Del 
V.  Bergstrom.  President,  The  Geo.  MASTER  GAR- 
MENT DIV.,  Water  Street,  Ligonier,  Indiana. 

Del  V.  Bergstrom,  President 

The  Geo.  MASTER  GARMENT  DIV. 

349  Water  St.,  Ligonier,  Indiana 

1  would  like  to  investigate  the  possibilities  of  building 
a  business  of  my  own.  Please  send  me  a  Complete  Out- 
tit  so  I  can  make  a  10-Day  test  and  see  for  myself  what 
opportunities  there  are  in  the  Advertising  Work  Uni- 
form Business  in  my  territory.  Everything  you  send  me 
is  free  and  will  cost  me  nothing— now  or  ever. 


NAME  

ADDRESS. 


I 


CITY  ZONE  STATE- 


=J 
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Zemo  Great  For 
Itchy  Skin  Rash 

Zemo,  a  doctor's  formula,  promptly  re- 
lieves itching  of  surface  skin  rashes, 
eczema,  prickly  heat,  athlete's  foot.  Zemo 
stops  scratching  and  so  aids  faster  heal- 
ing and  clearing.  Buy  Extra  Strength 
Zemo  for  stubborn  cases.  Greaseless! 


St*t64e  fin  nelte£- 
ttytte**  FREE 


For  over  50  years  suffer- 
ers have  found  quick, 
temporary  relief  by 
smokinsr  PAGE'S  INHALERS.  Pleasant,  inexpensive.  At 
drug-  stores.  Send  for  free  samples.  Consolidated  Chemical 
Co.  835  Cherry,  Grand  Pvapids  6,  Mich. 


MAKE  MONEY  with  PLASTICS 

Amazing  new  PLASTICS  HOME 
CRAFT  COURSE  for  MEN  and 
WOMEN  tells  and  shows  how  to 
make  hundreds  of  fast  selling  Plastics  products. 
All  plastics  and  materials  for  23  PROJECTS  come 
with  course.  No  special  tools  needed.  Course  pays 
for  itself.  Write  for  FREE  booklet  today! 

INTERSTATE  TRAINING  SERVICE  &ptLd  "'*ore. 
GOVERNMENT  40  ACRE 

OIL  LEASE 

Congress  gives  citizens  equal  rights  with  Oil  Co's. 
to  obtain  govt,  leases.  You  do  no  drilling,  yet  may 
share  in  fortunes  made  monthly  from  oil  on  public 
lands.   Free   Info.   &  Maps  of  booming  areas.  Write: 

NORTH  AMERICAN  OIL  SURVEYS  -DL 

8272  SUNSET  BLVD.,   LOS  ANGELES  46  CALIF. 
LICENSED  AND  BONDED 


$100, 


and 
more 


FREE  Samples 
Exclusive  $1.00 
up  Personal 


MAKE  *50,  $75,  MOO 

FOR  YOURSELF  OR  ORGANIZATION 

Sell  New  Type  "Action"  Greeting  Cards 
Loaded  With  Laughs! 

Extra  money!  i,hr0t^d|™a  cSf  win? 

Easter  oss'ts.  Novel  Kift  wrappings, 
personal  Eold  stamped  items.  Bipr  prof- 
its plus  cash  bonus.  Write  today  for 
Free  Trial  outfit  of  Feature  All  Occa- 
sion assortments  on  approval,  free  Il- 
lustrated Catalog,  Money-Making  Guide, 
Fund- liaising  Plan,  Free  Surprise  Gift. 

NEW  ENGLAND  ART  PUBLISHERS 
North  Abington  124,  Moss. 


Kidney  Slow- Down 
May  Bring 
Restless  Nights 

When  kidney  functionslowsdown.manyfolkscom- 
plain  of  nagging  backache,  headaches,  dizziness  and 
loss  of  pep  and  energy.  Don't  suffer  restless  nights 
with  these  discomforts  if  reduced  kidney  function 
is  getting  you  down— due  to  such  common  causes  as 
stress  and  strain,  over-exertion  or  exposure  to  cold. 
Minor  bladder  irritations  due  to  cold  or  wrong  diet 
may  cause  getting  up  nights  or  frequent  passages. 

Don't  neglect  your  kidneys  if  these  conditions 
bother  you.  Try  Doan's  Pills— a  mild  diuretic.  Used 
successfully  by  millions  for  over  50  years.  It's  amaz- 
ing how  many  times  Doan's  give  happy  relief  from 
these  discomforts— help  the  15  miles  of  kidney  tubes 
and  filters  flush  out  waste.  Get  Doan's  Pills  today! 

CASH  FILING  SAWS 

Make  up  to  *3  or  $5  an  hour  in  vour 
spare  time.  Start  saw  filing  shop  In 
basement  or  garage.  No  experience 
needed  to  turn  out  perfect  cutting 
saws  witii  machine  accuracy  of  Folev 
Automatic  Saw  Filer.  No  canvassing 
—  steady  year  round  CASH  business, 
ideal  for  small  towns.  Free  booklet 
-"MONEY  MAKING  FACTS ' '  —  shows 
how  to  start.  No  salesman  will  call. 
Send  postcard  today. 

FOLEY  MFG.  CO.,  139-5  Foley  Bldg.,  Minneapolis  18,  Minn. 
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This  factor  must  also  be  taken  into 
account  in  the  choice  of  future  sites 
for  American-Philippine  bases.  A  mag- 
nificent situation  for  a  naval  and  air 
base  exists,  for  example,  at  Malampaya 
Sound  on  the  northwest  coast  of  Pala- 
wan Island.  It  fronts  the  South  China 
Sea,  has  ample  anchorage  and  is  far 
removed  from  any  center  of  population 
or  government.  Here  again,  however, 
we  face  the  health  problem,  since  Pala- 
wan is  highly  malarial  and  the  mosquito- 
killers  would  have  to  go  in  before  the 
bulldozers  could  take  over. 

One  political  group  in  the  Philippines, 
in  which  Senator  Claro  M.  Recto  has 
been  vocal,  has  tried  to  make  capital 
out  of  opposition  to  the  program  for 
American  bases,  holding  that  Philippine 
sovereignty  has  somehow  been  com- 
promised. This  is  not  the  view  of  the 
government  nor  of  the  majority.  The 
same  bugaboo  was  raised  by  Aaanuel 
Quezon  twenty-one  years  ago  and  he 
himself  eventually  laid  it  to  rest.  The 
bases  are  there  and  will  be  there  by  full 
and  free  agreement.  Under  no  other 
conditions  could  they  be  really  effec- 
tive. At  the  same  time  the  choice  of 
sites  and  the  method  of  handling  the 
program  will  make  it  easier  to  meet  any 
political  obstacles. 

Our  operations  in  the  Philippines 
v/ill  be  truly  strong  only  if  they  are 
joint  operations.  The  same  thing  goes 
for  the  planned  operations  of  the  South- 
east Asia  defense  alliance.  That  is  an- 
other lesson  that  we  should  have  learned 
by  now.  In  1941,  the  Netherlands, 
France,  Britain  and  the  United  States 
were  equally  menaced  in  the  South 
China  Sea.  Yet  there  was  no  effective 
liaison  among  our  own  service  branches. 
Coordinated  action  was  thought  about 
only  when  it  was  too  late  to  take  it. 
That  situation  need  not  recur.  The  Ma- 
nila  Pact  provides  the  machinery  for 
constant  consultation  and  that  machin- 
ery must  be  used. 

Now,  when  we  get  away  from  these 
economic  and  military  factors,  what 
are  the  "intangibles"  in  the  case?  What 
about  the  political,  social  and  moral 
climate  in  which  we  shall  be  obliged 
to  work?  Is  it  really  favorable?  Is  it  oi. 
our  side? 

The  answer  to  that  must  be  a  re- 
sounding and  reassuring  "yes."  At  no 
other  point  in  Asia  could  we  have  more 
confidence  in  the  people  with  whom 
we  have  to  deal  or  better  mutual  un- 
derstanding of  the  ideas  involved  in 
our  relationship.  The  Philippines  are 
the  first  Asian  democracy  and  the  con- 
cept of  that  democracy  is  very  real.  It 
was  in  part  a  revolt  against  Spanish  mis- 
government.  It  is  in  part  the  product 
of  an  American-inspired  system  of  free 
public  education.  It  is  most  largely  the 
product  of  experience,  since  the  Fili- 
pinos have  been  making  steady  strides 


in  real  self-government  for  half  a  cen- 
tury. They  know  what  it  is  to  be  free. 

The  Filipinos,  and  we  their  allies, 
are  also  singularly  fortunate  in  having 
seen  and  supported  the  emergence  of 
a  genuine  leader.  Ramon  Magsaysay, 
President  of  the  Philippines,  is  the  most 
significant  personality  to  have  come 
forward  in  East  Asia  from  the  struggles 
of  the  war.  He  is  the  very  embodiment 
not  merely  of  the  "leadership  principle" 
but  of  democracy  itself. 

Magsaysay  is  the  first  Filipino  to  be 
elected  to  an  important  government 
post  who  was  not  a  lawyer  or  even  a 
politician.  He  is  not  even  a  college 
graduate.  He  came  from  a  trade  school 
and  was  a  motor  mechanic  and  an  oper- 
ator of  bus  lines  in  the  relatively  remote 
province  of  Zambales.  He  was  a  man  of 
industry,  of  intrepidity  and  integrity. 
And  he  was,  and  is,  a  man  of  the  people. 

He  became  an  outstanding  leader  of 
anti-Japanese  guerrillas  during  the  war 
and  at  its  end  his  province  sent  him  to 
the  legislature.  When  President  Quirino 
had  to  find  a  Secretary  of  Defense  who 
could  and  would  fight  the  communist 
Hukbalahaps  he  called  Magsaysay  into 
his  Cabinet.  Magsaysay  fought  the  Huks 
on  all  fronts.  He  had  to  reorganize  the 
Philippine  Army  to  do  so  and  he  dis- 
missed five  high-ranking  officers  on  his 
first  day  in  office.  He  had  to  devise  new 
tools  and  he  devised  them.  He  used  the 
combination  of  firm  force  and  sensible 
attraction.  He  broke  the  military  power 
of  the  Huks,  and  even  more  important, 
he  broke  their  idea  power  over  con- 
fused and  unhappy  Filipinos. 

His  choice  as  a  Presidential  "protest" 
candidate  was  inevitable  and  he  won  in 
a  landslide.  More  than  that,  he  won  in 
an  election  that  every  observer  has  testi- 
fied was  the  cleanest  and  fairest  ever 
held  in  a  country  not  always  renowned 
for  clean  and  fair  elections.  He  is  the 
choice  of  his  people  and  he  represents 
them  at  their  best.  We  are  happy  about 
his  leadership  for  two  other  reasons.  He 
is  a  dedicated  foe  of  communism  and 
all  its  works  and  he  is  a  dedicated  and 
faithful  friend  of  the  United  States  and 
of  the  Americans  with  whom  he  has 
worked  so  well.  He  is  hard-hitting, 
plain-spoken,  completely  fearless,  and 
relentlessly  honest.  And  on  top  of  that 
he  is  friendly,  lovable,  generous  and 
lc.  al.  Altogether,  he  is  quite  a  man  to 
have  in  our  corner. 

That  Magsaysay  should  represent  a 
strongly  anti-communist  sentiment  in 
his  country  should  not  be  at  all  sur- 
prising. Two  major  elements  in  the 
Philippine  society  work  against  the 
whole  communist  way  of  life.  One  is 
the  Catholic  Church,  and  more  than 
90  percent  of  the  Filipinos  are  com- 
municants. The  other  is  a  school  sys- 
tem grounded  in  democracy  and  dedi- 
cated to  freedom.  Thus  religious  and 


secular  institutions  can  combine  in  a 
common  cause.  Each  can  give  the  re- 
quired leadership  in  its  own  place.  The 
Filipino  has  been,  and  will  be,  receptive 
to  such  leadership. 

The  United  States  has  also  an  oppor- 
tunity to  afford  a  different  but  comple- 
mentary leadership  in  the  moral  field. 
We  can  make  it  plain  that  we  do  not 
propose  to  compromise  with  conscience. 
We  can  insist  that  the  major  questions 
can  be  and  should  be  settled,  not  on 
the  basis  of  a  timorous  expediency,  but 
on  the  basis  of  right  and  wrong.  And  if 
this  be  called  "rigidity,"  the  communists 
can  make  the  most  of  it! 

This,  then,  is  our  Philippine  bastion. 


At  some  points  it  is  immensely  strong. 
At  others  it  is  still  weak.  The  United 
States,  if  it  will,  can  help  to  correct 
those  weaknesses.  We  have  the  means 
to  do  so  and  we  have  the  tools.  Most 
of  all,  we  have  an  exceptionally  favor- 
able climate  of  understanding  in  which 
to  work.  We  have  been  blood  brothers 
of  the  Filipinos.  We  have  endured  the 
Death  .March  together.  We  don't  need 
to  do  that  again,  and  we  don't  propose 
to  do  so. 

The  Philippines  now  are  in  a  grim 
setting.  But  it  is  a  hard  and  bright  dia- 
mond. This  bastion  can  be  invincible  if 
only  w  e  have  the  will  and  the  imagna- 
tion  to  make  it  so.  the  end 
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thing"  is  almost  irresistible  since  the 
armed  services  use  and  dispose  of 
everything.  Every  conceivable  item 
known  in  civilian  life  (from  powdered 
milk  to  embalming  fluid;  from  coffee, 
"overroasted,  apparently  unused,"  to 
entire  factories  and  towns,  from  doilies 
to  art  masterpieces)  will  tempt  the  neo- 
phyte to  rash  purchases. 

Wisely,  the  technically  trained  indi- 
vidual will  generally  decide  on  a  small 
area  in  which  he  deems  himself  an 
expert. 

He  may,  perhaps,  focus  on  one  single 
item— as  did  the  Wire  Rope  Trading 
Company  not  so  long  ago  when  its 
owners  started  a  business  valued  at 
$1,000  by  buying  surplus  cable  from  the 
Air  Force.  It  is  now  a  $1  million  con- 
cern claiming  to  have  the  largest  cable 
stock  in  the  country. 

More  probably  he  will  decide  to  spe- 
cialize in  a  group  of  commodities  he  is 
conversant  with  in  terms  of  function 
and  price.  Specializing  in  "anything 
that  comes  up"  is  not  necessarily  fatal 
but  is  apt  to  be— unless  one  has  enor- 
mous capital  to  match  his  buying  appe- 
tites and  extraordinary  all-around 
shrewdness.  But  there  are  enormously 
successful  exceptions. 

Historians  of  surplus  usually  point  to 
Quincy-Grossman  or  Buck  Surplus 
companies  as  examples  of  the  successful 
"omnibus  dealer." 

Quincy-Grossman  (Quincy,  Massa- 
chusetts) has  its  wares  scattered  over 
75  acres.  It  has  actually  digested  profit- 
ably the  purchase  of  two  entire  surplus 
towns,  Limerick  and  Passamaquoddy 
Village,  Maine. 

Buck  Surplus  is  situated  astride  the 
relatively  isolated— but  extremely  active 
—Clearfield  Naval  Depot,  near  Ogden, 
Utah.  Buck  has  combined  shrewdness 
and  technical  skill  with  the  natural  ad- 
vantages of  being  in  spitting  distance  of 
a  depot  hundreds  of  miles  from  any 
metropolitan  areas,  to  which  shipping 
charges  are  naturally  high. 
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Even  hard-boiled  veterans  in  the 
trade  paid  this  unique  enterprise  unso- 
licited admiration  when  it  converted  a 
long-standing  surplus  "turkey"  into  an 
ingeniously  profitable  tidbit. 

It  seems  that  no  one  would  touch  the 
thousands  of  outdated  gas  masks  being 
offered  at  government  warehouses 
throughout  the  country— even  with  a 
scrap  dealer's  scale. 

Buck  bought  200,000  of  them  -  for 
S26.  From  the  canister  on  each  mask  he 
detached  the  rubber  hose,  then  put  an 
extension  on  the  hose  by  pushing  the 
end  through  a  hole  in  a  piece  of  wood, 
and  presto!— a  makeshift  diving  helmet 
for  children.  Price:  $2  each,  please. 

Successful  conversions  of  military 
goods  to  civilian  use  arc  numerous— 
and  enormously  profitable.  Parachutes 
have  become  car  covers,  Plexiglas  domes 
are  now  planters  and  fish  bowls.  Very 
recently  a  chemist  struck  it  rich  by 
distilling  off  one  of  the  ingredients  of 
insect  repellent.  The  remainder  is  a 
valuable  material  in  the  plastics  industry. 

But  not  all  dealers  are  so  inventive. 
Out  of  respect  to  an  understandable 
sensitivity  no  names  will  be  mentioned, 
but  a  well-known  western  trader  at  this 
moment  still  has  400,000  obsolete  Army 
leggings  on  hand— with  no  legs  in  sight. 
Suggestions  arc  still  welcome! 

But  to  get  back  to  our  candidate  who, 
armed  with  a  catalog,  has  been  looking 
over  merchandise  to  be  sold  in  two- 
and-a-half  weeks,  the  usual  inspection 
period.  By  now  he  has  been  told  by  at 
least  five  depot  workers  the  importance 
of  inspection— for  all  government  sur- 
plus is  disposed  of  on  an  "as  is,  where 
is"  basis.  That  is,  no  legal  recourse  is 
possible  if  the  merchandise  does  not 
coincide  w  ith  catalog  description. 

Many  dealers  have  lost  their  surplus 
shirts  through  laziness  or  inability  to 
make  personal  inspections.  Obviously 
the  slightest  mistake  in  the  dimension 
of  a  drill  with  an  industrial  use,  for 
example,  can  make  it  worthless.  There 


EXTRA  MONEY 

Selling  EXCLUSIVE 
PARAGON  Cushion  Shoes 


Even  If  Now  Employed^ 

your  own  lifetime,  uidepelid- 
hoe  business  without  invest- 
Steady   repeats.   To  $4.01) 
<w,  pan  advance  commissions.  Big 

Ih.ous.  Makr  an. I  nunc  a  urc-k 
40r  ill  lull  Of  scare  time.  115  latest 
smart  styles.  Manic  cushion.  Ka*y 
to  start.  Write  lor  FREE  OUTFIT 
today ! 

PARAGON  SHOE  COMPANY 

9  Sudbury  St..  Dept.  II.  Boston  14.  Mass. 


GROW  MINIATURE  TREES 

FREi!  SEED  &  PLAN 


New  fascinating  UOKliYI  $  $  $  * 
OITOKTUNITY!  Ileal  LIVING 
"Ming"  Trees — Beautiful  elm.  orange, 
oak.  cypress — any  kind!  Full  grown  but, 
miniature.  Help  us  iill  huge  demand 
from  Interior  Decorators.  Office. 
Hotels,  etc.  FREE  Seed  and  Plan  write : 
NATIONAL  NURSERY  GARDENS,  Dept.  AL-1 
8463  So.  Van  Ness,  Inglewood  4,  California 


LEARN 

MEAT  CUTTING 


Train  quickly  In  8  short  weeks  at  To- 
ledo for  a  bright  future  with  security 
In  the  vital  meat  business.  Big  pay, 
full-time  jobs— HAVE  A  PROF1TABIX 
MARKET  OF  YOUR  OWN !  Pay  after 
graduation.  Diploma  given.  .lob  help. 
Thousands  cf  successful  irraduntes. 
Our  31st  year!  Send  now  for  big.  new  illustrated  FREE 
catalog.  No  obligation.  G.I.  Approved. 

NATIONAL    SCHOOL   OF    MEAT  CUTTING 
 Dept.   A-51.   Toledo  4.  Ohio  


LEATHERCRAFT...The  Hobby  for  Men 


Your  leisure  "pays  off  "  in  fun  and  profits  with  Larson 
easy-to-assemble  Leathercraft  Kits.  Make  Belts,  Bill- 
folds, Handbags,  Gloves,  Moccasins,  Key  Cases,  other 
quality  leather  items.  No  experience  or  tools  needed. 
Complete  instructions  included.  Also,  carefully  graded 
tooling  and  carving  leathers,  supplies,  accessories  for 
Advanced  Hobbyists  and  Professional  Leatherworkers. 
Send  10c  TODAY  for  BIG,  NEW  illustrated  Catalog. 

J.  C.  LARSON  COMPANY,  Inc.,  820  So. Tripp  Ave. 
DEPARTMENT  4130   -     CHICAGO  24,  ILLINOIS 


Legionnaire  Retailers! 

See  Retail  Advisory  Council  Ad  on  Page  9. 
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arc  thousands  of  examples  in  ware- 
houses throughout  the  country  of 
equipment  "just  a  sixteenth  of  an  inch 
off." 

Our  apprentice  might  then  become 
part  of  an  audience  of  about  200  watch- 
ing the  public  opening  of  sealed  bids 
for  merchandise  on  sale.  The  supply 
center  receives  about  600  bids  each 
week  from  all  parts  of  the  country. 

Sales  of  relatively  large  lots  of  mer- 
chandise are  usually  handled  through 
scaled  competitive  bidding  accompanied 
by  a  20  percent  deposit.  Announce- 
ments—but no  catalogs— are  issued  for 
small  lots,  for  which  no  deposits  arc 
necessary.  After  inspection  the  dealer 
merely  places  his  sealed  bid  in  a  box 
to  be  opened  publicly  at  a  specified 
time. 

Public  auctions  are  used  for  giant  dis- 
posals—such as  a  recent  Army  sale  of 
$25,000,000  w  orth  of  property  at  Sharpe 
General  Depot,  Lathrop,  California.  It 
was  attended  by  hordes  of  the  surplus 
fraternity— as  w  ell  as  by  hundreds  "who 
can't  resist  an  auction." 

Milton  J.  Wershow  Company,  Los 
Angeles,  won  the  spirited  bidding  of 
the  nation's  auctioneering  companies  for 
the  profitable  privilege  of  handling  this 
merchandising,  big  even  for  the  Army. 

A  past  sale  catalog  can  be  very  in- 
structive to  our  budding  trader.  With 
if  he  can  get  a  list  of  successful  bidders 
and  bids  for  the  merchandise  listed, 
since  the  sale  has  already  been  com- 
pleted. Thus  he  can  begin  to  form  a 
scale  of  values  that  w  ill  aid  him  in  bid- 
ding. 

Take  catalog  No.  H-2  1-55,  dated  last 
July  13th,  for  example.  Item  No.  1  is 
"BATS,  softball,  second  quality,  33  to 
34  inches  long,  hardwood  with  safety 
grip,  tor  practice  play.  Apparently  un- 
used, in  good  condition.  Estimated 
weight  214,255  pounds.'"  Incidentally, 
the  quantity  was  106,938, 

Next  lie  discovers  that  the  bats  were 
bid  for  in  multiples  of  1,000  since  the 
quantity  was  so  great.  Then  turning  to 
his  list  of  "Successful  Bidders  on  Sales 
Invitation  B-21-55"  he  finds  out  that 
successful  bills  ran  from  24.21  cents 
each  to  52  cents  each.  Thus  his  first 
lesson  in  making  the  lowest  successful 
hid  commences. 

There  happen  to  be  S4  items  on  Invi- 
tation B-21-55,  ranging  from  paper  to 
gauges  to  mittens  to  pumps  to  thimbles. 
Depending  on  the  background,  interest, 
or  technical  training  of  the  individual, 
any  item  could  very  well  furnish  the 
springboard  to  a  hugely  profitable  oper- 
ation—lor one  or  main'  individuals. 

for  amazing  but  true  is  the  fact  that 
the  vast  difference  between  government 
cost  and  dealer  purchase  price  often 
allows  lor  main  profitable  fish  to  be 
fried  in  the  long  journey  from  govern- 
ment warehouse  to  consumer. 


Very  often  a  dealer  w  ill  buy  a  lot  of 
goods  blind— on  the  basis  of  scrap  value. 
At  the  supply  installation  he  will  then 
consult  a  readily  available  list  of  un- 
successful bidders  for  the  same  item. 

His  plan  is  obvious  by  now.  He  calls 
up  the  second  highest  bidder  and  quick- 
ly negotiates  a  sale  and  a  tidy  profit- 
still  not  knowing  the  true  worth  or 
function  of  the  merchandise. 

Perhaps  the  new  owner  bid  for  the 
lot  only  because  he  had  a  contact  with 
someone  who  regularly  sells  the  com- 
modity. Thus:  another  sale,  another 
tidy  profit. 

At  last  the  item  winds  up  in  the  hands 


"Today?" 
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of  a  regular  distributor  who  knows  the 
true  value  and  function  of  the  mer- 
chandise. Strangely  enough,  the  last 
man  on  the  totem  pole— the  final  seller 
—  might  very  w  ell  make  the  most  hand- 
some profit  since  he  knows  what  he  has 
to  sell  and  has  the  customer  w  ho  w  ill 
buy  it. 

Many  dealers  w  ork  out  of  their  hat— 
or  telephone  booth,  if  they  decide  to 
expand  operations.  Their  basic  "stand- 
ard operating  procedure"  is  simple. 

They  inspect  sale  merchandise,  not- 
ing nomenclature,  quality,  condition 
and  then  quickly  hurry  to  the  nearest 
phone  to  find  possible  users.  Naturally 
the  "operator"  attempts  to  give  the  im- 
pression that  he  owns  the  merchandise 
ami  merely  w  ants  to  dispose  of  ir  at  the 
"right"  price. 

Only  after  he  has  "sold"  the  item 
does  our  bright  boy  make  out  his  bid- 
on  the  basis  of  a  "fair"  profit,  of  course 
—ami  then  he  starts  praying  that  it  isn't 
too  low.  Which  is  one  reason  w  hy  there 
is  apt  to  be  a  good  show  at  bid-opening 
time  in  any  large  supply  depot. 

Telephone  booth  entrepreneurs  often 
use  another  variation  of  the  same  gen- 


eral strategy  of  making  the  sale  before 
the  purchase. 

They  will  consult  dealer-to-dealer 
ads  in  trade  publications  or  in  other 
media,  then  attempt  to  find  buyers— at 
higher  prices,  of  course— for  the  items 
advertised.  Often  shoestring  operators 
make  sizable  profits  from  exceedingly 
short-term  investments! 

Of  course  the  majority  of  surplus 
dealers— who  do  the  bulk  of  the  business 
—work  in  very  conventional  ways. 
They  operate  cither  retail  or  w  holesale, 
have  stores,  offices,  warehouses— just  like 
any  other  merchant. 

But  no  successful  dealer  ever  forgets 
that  the  telephone  is  his  basic  piece  of 
equipment  and  that  a  library  of  good 
supply  catalogs  and  up-to-date  phone 
books  is  his  mighty  right  arm. 

The  fact  is,  the  problem  of  the  dealer 
is  to  find  a  user  of  his  merchandise. 
Not  a  buyer— but  a  user.  The  dealer  is 
sure  that  with  a  convincing  price  he 
can  convert  any  user  into  a  buyer. 

Pioneers  in  the  business  —  such  as 
Francis  Bannerman  Sons,  501  Broad- 
way, New  York  City— or  an  outfit  w  ith 
a  new  gimmick— like  Tinkers  Dam  in 
San  Francisco— never  forget  the  import- 
ance of  rinding  the  user  first. 

Today  the  Bannerman  firm  deals  in 
relics  only-$100,000  worth  of  Civil  and 
Spanish  War  stocks  yearly.  The  busi- 
ness is  run  by  David  Bannerman,  77,  the 
son  of  the  original  founder. 

After  the  Civil  War  the  company 
could  have  outfitted  an  army.  As  a  mat- 
ter of  fact,  it  needed  an  island— Banner- 
man's  Island  up  the  Hudson  River— for 
storage  space. 

The  Bannerman  saga  includes  memo- 
ries of  Teddy  Roosevelt  and  King 
Farouk— steady  customers  both. 

At  this  point  our  tired  hero  is  gamely 
writing  the  nearest  General  Services 
Administration  office  for  a  complete 
list  of  the  local  region's  facilities  dis- 
posing of  surplus.  He  w  ill  then  write 
or  visit  each  facility  to  be  added  to  its 
dealer  mailing  list. 

Or  perhaps  he  is  sending  in  his  first 
bid  —  some  ridiculous  figure  that  he 
knows  can't  possibly  buy  anything.  But 
he  very  easily  could  be  surprised. 

In  six  months'  time  he  might  require 
information  about  sales  all  over  the 
country.  In  that  case  he  will  write  for 
lists  of  installations  to  the  property  dis- 
posal officers  of  the  six  Army  conti- 
nental command  headquarters,  at  the 
Navy  in  Washington,  D.  G,  and  at  Air 
Materiel  Command,  Wright-Patterson 
I  'ield,  I  )a\  ton,  Ohio. 

By  then  he  will  be  used  to  taking  off 
on  inspection  tours,  even  to  our  great 
Navy  supply  base  at  Pearl  Harbor. 

In  truth  he  w  ill  be  part  of  a  growing 
fraternity  of  alert  businessmen  profiting 
from  zooming  war  budgets  and  dizzy- 
ing rate  of  obsolescence.         the  end 
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WHEN  IS  AN  OLD  HOUSE  A  BARGAIN? 


■(Continued  jrom  page  27)- 


automatic  water  heater.  The  tank 
should  have  a  capacity  to  hold  at  least 
20  percent  of  your  family's  daily  needs 
—  15  gallons  a  day  per  person. 

You  are  likely  to  find  the  electrical 
fuse  box  in  the  basement,  too.  Note  the 
number  of  supply  wires  into  the  meter 
box  from  the  outside.  Two  wires  indi- 
cate 110  volt  circuit;  three  220  volt.  If 
it's  a  110-volt  circuit  and  you  plan 
major  appliances  —  electric  stove,  dish- 
washer, etc.— you'll  need  a  third  supply 
wire.  Normally,  you  will  find  a  main 
switch  fused  for  30  amperes,  15  volts; 
but  with  major  appliances,  there  should 
be  a  60  to  100  ampere  switchboard. 
Look  at  the  fuse  box  carefully.  A  penny 
behind  a  fuse  is  a  certain  sign  the  cir- 
cuit is  overloaded.  If  age  has  made  the 
wire's  sheathing  inflexible,  it  is  a  good 
indication  that  the  wiring  needs  replace- 
ment. Upstairs,  check  on  the  number  of 
electrical  outlets— you  can  never  have 
too  many. 

If  you're  not  discouraged  by  what 
you  have  found  in  the  basement,  take  a 
look  at  the  rest  of  the  house.  Test  the 
floor  by  walking  heavily  across  the 
center  or  by  jumping  on  it  at  various 
points.  If  the  floor  is  springy,  the  fram- 
ing beneath  it  is  insufficient.  Does  it 
squeak  or  does  the  floor  slope  off  to  a 
low  corner?  The  latter  can  be  checked 
by  rolling  a  marble  across  the  floor. 

Check  stairs  also  for  springiness, 
squeak  and  looseness.  They  should  be 
wide  enough  —  10  inches  or  more  —  and 
rise  gently  —  8  inches  or  less  per  step. 
The  staircase  ought  to  be  at  least  32 
inches  wide,  preferably  36  inches  so  you 
will  have  less  trouble  carrying  up  furni- 
ture. Turns  should  be  made  only  with 
landings. 

Look  at  the  interior  walls.  Are  they 
badly  cracked?  Does  the  plaster  sag  out 
from  the  walls,  or  down  from  the  ceil- 
ing? Is  the  wallpaper  twisted  or 
wrinkled  in  a  corner?  These  are  indica- 
tions of  structural  weakness  and  usually 
require  expensive  replastering  work  or 
extensive  remedial  treatment. 

Try  all  the  doors  and  windows.  Do 
the  doors  open  and  close  without  diffi- 
culty or  do  they  bind  at  the  top  or  hit 
the  floor  when  they  open?  Do  the  win- 
dows move  freely?  Are  they  weather- 
stripped?  Dust  marks  around  the  win- 
dow trim  indicate  that  wind  is  coming 
in,  and  you'll  have  big  heat  losses. 

Slam  the  doors  to  see  if  the  walls  vi- 
brate. A  sound  wall  can  absorb  most  of 
the  shock  without  any  vibration.  Test 
all  window  pulleys  and  cords  and  make 
sure  the  sash  or  frame  hasn't  started  to 
rot  or  decay.  Note  if  the  catches  and 
locks  work,  and  examine  all  the  hard- 
ware. Exterior  or  heavy  doors  should 
be  equipped  with  three  hinges.  Look  at 


the  woodwork  or  trim  around  doors 
and  windows,  at  the  sill,  baseboard, 
molding,  and  paneling.  Can  they  be 
easily  refinished  or  must  they  be  com- 
pletely replaced? 

Check  the  condition  of  the  fireplace. 
If  you  can,  shine  a  flashlight  up  the 
chimney.  There  should  a  damper,  and 
there  ought  to  be  a  fire-clay  lining.  Is 
there  any  evidence  of  smoking?  Re- 
member a  fireplace  that  smokes  and 
can't  be  repaired  readily  is  worse  than 
useless. 

Don't  forget  to  look  at  the  attic  — 
many  home  faults  are  visible  there.  The 
rafters  should  be  straight,  sound,  and 
spaced  16  inches  apart.  Look  for  rot- 
ting, cracking,  dampness  or  other  weak- 
ness. You  can  try  poking  a  knife  blade 
into  soft-looking  rafters;  if  it  penetrates 
far,  the  rafters  will  need  replacing. 
Check  the  joints  at  the  ridge  for  a  good 
fit  of  the  rafters.  Also  note  the  condi- 
tion of  the  sheathing  (or  nailing  strips 
for  shingles)  immediately  above  the 
rafters. 

If  the  chimney  rises  through  the  attic, 
check  the  mortar  by  the  knife  test.  If 
it  crumbles,  expensive  repairs  may  be 
necessary.  Make  sure  no  rafters  come 
closer  than  two  inches  to  the  chimney. 
If  they  rest  on  the  chimney,  they  create 
a  fire  hazard.  While  in  the  attic,  see 
what  provision  is  made  for  ventilating 
it  and  if  it  is  insulated. 

To  complete  your  inspection  tour,  go 
outside.  Sight  along  the  walls  to  see  if 
they're  plumb,  and  to  spot  any  broken, 
warped,  rotting  boards  or  poor  masonry. 
Look  at  the  roof  line,  too— any  sagging 
here  means  a  serious  defect,  difficult  to 
repair.  Check  the  roof  to  see  if  the 
shingles  are  warped  or  cracked.  Are 
gutters  and  downspouts  in  good  shape? 
Is  there  any  provision  for  the  rain  water 
to  be  led  away  from  the  house  founda- 
tion? Is  there  metal  flashing  around  all 
air-vent  openings,  in  the  roof  valleys 
and  where  the  chimney  meets  the  roof? 
If  the  chimney  is  an  outside  type,  see 
if  it  has  an  adequate  base,  if  the  bricks 
or  stone  are  solid,  and  if  it  fits  tightly 
against  the  house  or  seems  to  be  settling 
away  from  it. 

By  now,  you  may  have  found  that 
the  house  has  a  sizable  list  of  strikes 
against  it.  If  this  is  the  case,  forget  it. 
But  should  the  house  be  structurally 
sound,  go  back  into  it  and  study  the 
floor  plan  carefully.  Is  it  big  enough? 
Are  the  rooms  arranged  nicely?  Is  the 
kitchen  the  size  you  want?  Is  there 
ample  closet  space?  Does  each  bedroom 
have  its  own  entrance,  or  must  you  go 
through  one  to  get  to  another?  Does 
the  house  have  remodeling  possibilities? 
For  instance,  many  older  houses  may 
( Continued  on  page  61 ) 


START  A 
BUSINESS 


this 
Quick  Way 


[  have  taken  in 
100  mowers  in 
5  weeks  since  I 
got  my  Foley", 
says  George  C. 


FOLEY  LAWN  MOWER  SHARPENER 


Start  in  spare  time  and  make  a 
The   Foley   handles   up  to   3  or 
prices  run  $1.30  to  $3.00  for  h 
$8.00  for  povi-er  mowers. _  You  m 


quick   CASH  PROFIT. 
I  mowers  per  hour  — 
ind  mowers,  $5.00  to 
99%  profit! 


FOLEY  MFG.  CO.,  103-5    Foley  Bldg.,  Mpls.  18,  Minn. 


Now  Many  Wear 

FALSE  TEETH 

With  Mere  Comfort 

FASTEETH,  a  pleasant  alkaline  (non-acid) 
powder,  holds  false  teeth  more  firmly.  To  eat 
and  talk  in  more  comfort,  just  sprinkle  a 
little  FASTEETH  on  your  plates.  No  gummy, 
eooey,  pasty  taste  or  feeling.  Checks  "plate 
odor"  (denture  breath).  Get  FASTEETH  at 
any  drug  counter. 
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PAYS  BIG!  SEND  FOR  FREE,  BIG.  ILLUS- 
TRATED CATALOG  NOW!  Graduates  report 
making  substantial  incomes.  Start  and  run  vour 
own  business  quickly.  Men,  women  of  all  aires, 
learn  easily.  Course  covers  Sales,  Property 
Management,  Appraising,  Loans.  Mortirafres,  and 

"•••li>t.-l  Mll.jv.-ls.  STUDY  AT  HOME  -la  

rooms  in  leading  cities.  Diploma  awarded. 
Write  TODAY  for   free   book!   No  obligation. 

Approved  for  World  War  II  and  Korean  Veterans 
WEAVER  SCHOOL  OF  REAL  ESTATE  (Est.  1930i 
2020  Grand  Dept.  AL  Kansas  City.  Mo. 

Catalog  of  3000  Novelties 

a**  for  amazing  catalog  of  novelties, 
IUC  gifts,  live  animals,  hobbies,  fun 
^makers,  planes  &  boats,  magic  tricks,  joke 
articles,  unusual  seeds,  gadget  timesavers, 
cameras,  optical  goods,  projectors*  movies 
i  jewelry,  disguises,  stamps,  coins,  puzzles 
radios,  auto  &  bike  accessories,  banks,  smokers'  gadgets 
artists*  supplies,  printing  sets,  motors,  knives,  billfolds 
guns,  sports,  books,  games,  music,  scientific  supplies, 
plants,  fireworks,  office  &  household  items,  etc.,  from 
all    over    world.    Rush    name,    address    &    XOc  now! 

JOHNSON  SMITH  CO.,  Dept.  922  Detroit  7,  Mich. 


INVENTORS 


If  you  believe  that  you  have  an  invention,  you  should  find 
out  how  to  protect  It.  We  are  registered  Patent  Attorneys. 
Send  for  copy  of  our  Patent  Booklet  "How  to  Protect 
Your  Invention,"  and  an  "Invention  Record"  form.  No 
obligation.  They  are  yours  for  the  asking. 

McMORROW,  BERMAN  &  DAVIDSON 

Registered  Patent  Attorneys 
146-C  Victor  Building  Washington  1.  D.  C. 


THIS  FREE  SHIRT  OUTFIT 

MAKE  MONEY  FOR  YOU! 


It's  easy!  Jast  show  men 
oar  handsome  selection  of  fine  fabrics,  latest r 
styles  in  made-to-measure  dress  and  sport 
shirts.  GUARANTEED  perfect  fit,  prices  as  low 
as  $3.95,  assure  big  quick  orders.  Average  order  pays 
you  $3.00  cash  profit,  fcarn  full  time, spare  time  orside 
line.  No  experience  needed.  Write  for  FreeOotntNOWI 

PACKARD  SHIRT  MFG.  CORP., Dept.  801  .TerreHaute.ini 


Nasal  Congestion  Associated  With  Head 
Colds  May  Cause  Symptoms  Of 

SINUS 

ASTHMA.  HAY  FEVER. 
Amazing  New  Treatment — FREE  TRIAL 

Thousands  have  received  amazing,  fast  relief 
with  this  sensational,  new  treatment,  from 
symptomsof  hay  fever,  asthma,  sinus  headaches, 
pressure  in  forehead,  soreness  in  eyes,  cheek 
bones,  top  of  head,  back  of  head  and  down 
neck,  when  caused  by  nasal  congestion.  Write 
for  7  DAY  FREE  TRIAL,  POSTPAID,  no  cost  or 
obligation  to  try  it  except;  it  is  agreed  you  will 
mail  it  back,  postpaid  at  end  of  trial  period  if 
not  amazed  with  results. 

National    Laboratories,   Dept.   52,   Gait  Calif. 
Offer  not  good  in  California. 
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(Continued  from  page  5) 
and  hope  that  I  may  never  see  as  silly 
an  article  in  our  magazine  as  this  one. 

Name  Withheld 
Salem,  Ore. 

Sir:  Your  article  What's  Happened  to 
West  Coast  Football?  in  the  Octoher 
American  Legion  Magazine  w  as  well 
written,  generally  sound  and  quite  en- 
joyable. I  must,  however,  question 
your  inclusion  of  Bill  Ingram  in  j  our 
list  of  titan  coaches. 

T.  F.  McCarthy 

Berkeley,  Calif. 

THEY  THINK  ALIKE 

Sir:  One  word  more  about  Edward 
R.  Murrow.  As  he  is  on  the  board  of 
directors  in  charge  of  news,  I  wonder 
if  that  is  the  reason  why  Columbia 
Broadcasting  System  commentators 
seem  to  think  just  like  Murrow  on 


such  matters  as  foreign  policy,  Mc- 
Carthy, etc.  I  can't  listen  to  all  of  them 
all  the  time,  but,  unlike  the  other  net- 
works, CBS  seems  to  have  pretty  gen- 
eral agreement  among  its  commenta- 
tors and  Murrow  seems  to  dominate 


CBS. 


W.  S.  Landy 

Topeka,  Kans. 


ANTI-VETERANS  SMEAR 

Sir:  The  smear  is  on.  The  anti-veteran 
newspapers  have  stooped  to  new  lows 
in  their  vicious,  untruthful  attacks 
against  The  American   Legion  and 


veterans  in  general.  One  paper  which 
has  been  relentless  in  this  attack  has 
been  Newsday  of  Garden  City,  Long 
Island.  Recently  they  outdid  them- 
selves with  a  shocking  editorial  of 
half-truths  captioned  The  Moon  on  a 
Muffin  which  characterized  the  Legion 
as  a  bunch  of  self-seekers. 

Roy  McClure 
Lynbrook,  N.  Y. 

▼  There  is  another  paper  out  that  way 
called  The  Lo)ig  Island  Daily  Press. 
Why  not  subscribe  to  it?  Editors 

RECORD? 

Sir:  I  am  writing  to  let  you  know  that 
I  think  I  have  a  record  in  signing  mem- 
bers for  1955.  Starting  August  1st  I 
turned  in  119  renewals  and  new  mem- 
bers to  Post  105,  Redwood  City,  Calif. 

Thomas  Vernall 
Redwood  City,  Calif. 


(Continued  from  page  28) 
Lest  you  fishermen  feel  forgotten,  it  may 
help  you  to  know  that  during  1954  you 
bought  enough  sport  fishing  equipment  to 
pour  §4,422,800  into  Federal  Aid  coffers 
which  is  being  made  available  to  the  48 
States  for  sport  fishery  restoration  projects. 
Thus,  every  time  you  buy  a  new  piece  of 
fishing  equipment  you're  helping  yourself 
to  better  fishing.  The  hunter  does  the  same 
thing.  It  all  came  about  because  of  the 
"Dingell- Johnson  Act,"  which  is  now  in  its 
fourth  year  of  operation.  This  law  provides 
for  a  10  percent  excise  tax  on  sporting 
equipment,  paid  by  the  manufacturers.  Got 
an  old  piece  of  fishing  or  hunting  equip- 
ment you've  been  wanting  to  pass  on  or 
throw  away?  Do  it.  You'll  benefit  yourself 
and  your  state  conservation  program. 

O.  F.  Mossberg  and  Sons,  New  Haven, 
Connecticut,  has  put  two  real  handy-dandy 
rifle  scopes  on  the  market.  Called  the  4m4 
and  the  2m4,  they  are  of  4x  magnification, 
sell  for  $9.95  apiece  and  will  fit  practically 
all  makes  of  rifle  up  to  the  25-20  caliber. 
Slanted  at  the  .22  caliber  rifle  market,  the 
4m4  neatly  slides  on  the  rifle  with  the  dove- 
tail grooves  and  the  2m4  fits  those  rifles 
w  ith  the  holes  drilled  and  tapped  in  re- 
ceiver. 

Boat-minded  readers  note  the  following: 
National  Motor  Boat  Show,  Kingsbridge 
Armory,  Bronx,  N.  Y.,  January  14-23; 
Chicago  National  Boat  Show,  International 
Amphitheatre,  February  4-13;  San  Fran- 
cisco National  Sports  and  Boat  Show,  Civic 
Auditorium,  (March  4-13. 

Did  you  realize  that  the  wild  goose  has 
been  known  to  live  for  seventy  years? 
Only  vultures  and  parrots  are  said  to  have 
longer  life  spans  in  the  bird  family. 

Wondering  how  long  the  fawn  is  car- 
ried by  the  mother  deer  before  it  is  born? 
From  205  to  212  days,  slightly  less  than 
7  months. 


LEGION 


Question:  What  will  remove  the  friend- 
killing  odor  of  skunk  from  clothing? 
Answer:  Smoke  from  a  green  pine  needle 
smudge  is  said  to  do  the  trick.  If  any  of 
you  have  other  methods,  please  write. 

Important  gun  dog  championship  events 
are  coming  up.  The  National  Bird  Dog 
Championship  will  be  staged  the  latter  part 
of  February  at  Ames  Plantation,  Grand 
Junction,  Tcnn.  Dogs  competing  are  wide 
ranging  and  endurance  is  stressed.  No  heat 
lasts  less  than  three  hours.  This  is  related 
to  the  fact  that  many  quail  hunters  are 
mounted,  especially  in  the  South. 


The  National  Shooting  Dog  Champion- 
ship will  be  held  about  the  same  time  at 
Sedgcfields  Plantation,  Union  Springs,  Ala. 
These  trials  are  for  dogs  who  work  nearer 
the  gun.  The  heats  are  shorter.  On  both 
championships  write  William  F.  Brown, 
222  West  Adams  St.,  Chicago  6,  111. 

You  Irish  setter  enthusiasts  who  want 
to  know  about  the  National  Red  Setter 
Field  Trial  Club's  Midwest  spring  classic 
to  be  held  at  Weldon  Springs  Trial 
Grounds,  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  should  write 
to  Donald  L.  Martin,  Byrdfield  Acres,  Buf- 
falo, R.D.,  111.,  editor  of  Red  Setter  News. 


Something  to  think  about  while  waiting 
for  the  line-dunking  season:  According  to 
many,  the  ouananiche,  a  landlocked  salmon, 
although  not  a  large  fish,  is  one  of  the  most 
difficult  of  all  fish  to  catch.  The  fish  strikes 
heavily,  is  a  tackle-buster,  and  even  some 
of  the  country's  top  experts  can't  succeed 
in  boating  more  than  one  of  five  fish  that 
are  hooked.  Many  anglers  have  tried  for 
years  without  catching  an  ouananiche. 
What  fish  do  you  designate  as  the  most 
difficult  to  land?  Let  us  know.  Your 
opinions  will  make  interesting  reading. 

James  Combs,  809  East  10th  Street,  El 
Dorado,  Kansas,  feels  he  has  a  suggestion 
that  will  increase  the  life  of  your  foot 
leather.  "Rub  a  good  coating  of  common 
white  vaseline  on  your  leather  hunting 
boots  or  shoes  for  keeping  them  dry,"  he 
says.  "If  the  weather  is  cold  the  vaseline 
will  harden  and  protect  shoes  in  heavy 
dew  or  water.  If  it  gets  warm,  the  vaseline 
softens  and  works  into  the  leather,  con- 
ditioning it." 

Willow  Winds  Duke,  big,  slashing  Irish 
setter  belonging  to  W.  E.  LeGrande, 
Douglassvilie,  Pa.,  won  the  second  annual 
National  Championship  stake  of  the  Na- 
tional Red  Setter  Club  on  the  famed  field 
trial  grounds  near  Dover,  Del.,  October  24. 
While  Duke  turned  in  a  creditable  per- 
formance, adverse  field  conditions  made  a 
score  of  championship  quality  practically 
impossible,  and  Judges  Henry  P.  Davis  and 
Truman  Cowles  considered  it  best  to  with- 
hold the  title  in  order  to  maintain  the  high 
standards  of  a  championship  win. 

If  you  have  a  helpful  idea  that  pertains 
to  hunting  or  fishing,  send  it  along.  If  we 
can  use  it,  we'll  reward  you  with  a  hunting 
or  fishing  accessory.  Address:  OUTDOOR 
EDITOR,  Rod  and  Gun  Club,  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  Magazine,  720  Filth  Avenue, 
New  York  19,  New  York. 
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(Continued  from  page  59) 
be  cut  up  into  too  many  small  rooms 
which  are  not  very  useful  or  comfort- 
able. Combining  these  rooms  by  remov- 
ing partitions  between  them  will  gain 
space  and  comfort.  Installing  big  win- 
dows also  adds  space  and  light.  Build- 
ing in  new  storage  walls  will  supple- 
ment small  closet  space.  Exterior 
changes— a  new  paint  job,  chopping  off 
of  old-fashioned  porches  and  cornices— 
these  are  very  effective  in  improving 
the  appearance  of  a  house.  In  other 
words,  almost  any  floor  plan  can  be 


made  liveable  if  you  \\  isli  to  spend  the 
money. 

At  this  point,  you  should  have  a  com- 
plete list  of  things  needing  repairs,  with 
other  changes  noted.  Take  the  list  to  a 
contractor  and  have  him  estimate  the 
cost  of  doing  the  work.  His  figures, 
added  to  the  price  quoted  you,  will  give 
you  the  total  cost  of  the  house.  Com- 
pare this  total  figure  with  the  cost  of 
a  new  home  of  similar  size.  Then  and 
only  then  can  you  make  a  decision  as 
to  whether  the  old  house  is  a  bargain 
or  not.  THE  END 


1955  CAN 

(Continued  ft 

Many  executives  wouldn't  think  of 
attending  a  trade  or  professional  meet- 
ing in  some  distant  city  for  fear  that 
"something  might  happen"  while  they 
are  away.  And  I  think  some  also  fear, 
perhaps  subconsciously,  that  the  boss 
might  find  out  that  their  continuous 
presence  on  the  job  is  not  so  indispen- 
sable after  all,  because  they  have  able 
assistants  who  can  do  a  pretty  good  job 
of  running  things. 

It's  like  the  machine  operator  in 
Houston,  Texas,  who  told  the  judge 
he  "couldn't  serve  on  the  jury"  and 
asked  to  be  excused  from  jury  duty. 
AVhen  the  judge  asked  him  whether 
anyone  else  could  operate  his  machine, 
the  operator  said,  "Sure,  but  I  don't 
want  my  boss  to  find  it  out." 

Now  everybody  knows  that  it's  per- 
fectly safe  for  any  executive  to  leave 
his  desk  at  any  time  provided  he  has 
planned  his  operations  in  advance  and 
has  trained  his  assistants  to  carry  on  in 
his  absence.  Who  hasn't  seen  a  band 
leader  at  a  dance  leave  the  stand  while 
the  band  played  on  without  any  baton 
waving  in  front  of  them,  simply  be- 
cause everyone  in  the  band  was  trained 
to  do  his  part. 


BE  BETTER! 

out  page  17) 

Many  executives,  unfortunately,  have 
been  just  plain  scared  into  cutting  down 
their  work  schedule.  They  had  a  heart 
attack  or  an  operation  or  some  kind  of 
breakdown  that  forced  them  to  be 
away  from  the  office  for  an  extended 
period  and  then  forced  them  to  re- 
sume their  executive  duties  in  fewer 
hours  a  day. 

Then  they  were  flabbergasted  to 
learn  that  the  wheels  of  industry  did 
not  stop.  And  once  they  got  over  this 
egocentric  disappointment,  they  did 
more  creative  thinking  and  planning 
while  they  were  lying  flat  on  their 
backs  in  a  hospital  or  at  home  than  they 
ever  did  sitting  at  their  desks  in  the 
office. 

Now  a  person  doesn't  have  to  fall  on 
his  face  and  get  bedridden  in  order  to 
get  wise  to  himself  and  stop  overwork- 
ing. But  it  happens  that  way  at  times! 

Some  men  discover  in  their  weekly 
meetings  with  themselves  that  they  are 
trying  to  do  too  many  different  kinds 
of  jobs  and  that  they'd  be  better  off  if 
they  confined  themselves  to  the  one 
kind  of  job  they  can  do  best  and  like 
most. 

( Continued  on  page  63 ) 


"This  is  the  appreciation  I  get  after  all  I've  done  for  you?" 
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■  . .  Full  or  Spare  Time  • 

HOOVER  UNIFORMS 


You  juat  show  and  take  orders  for  t 
America's  best-known,  and  most- 1 
wanted  Uniforms  for  waitresses,  // 
beauticians,  nurses,  doctors,  den-  Urn 
tists?  and  others,  including  miracle  * 
fabrics  —  Nylon,  Orion,  Dacr 

No  experience  needed-and  not 
penny  investment.   Customers  on 
quickly  bemuse  HOOVKK  Uniforr 
are  known  everywhere  for  smarl 
new  styles  and  outstanding  qualit 
and  value  — itnd  your  earnings  ar* 
BIG.  Complete  Style  Display  FREE- 
includin*  actual  sample  fabrics,  complete! 
details  and  money-making  plans.  Send  no 
money!  Hush  nam-  and  address  TODAY. 
HOOVER,  Dept.AR-17.  New  York  11,  N.Y. 


FREE  FOR  ASTHMA 

If  you  suffer  with  attacks  of  Asthma  and  choke 
and  gasp  for  breath,  if  restful  sleep  is  difficult  be- 
cause of  the  struggle  to  breathe,  don't  fail  to  send 
at  once  to  the  Frontier  Asthma  Company  for  a 
FREE  trial  of  the  FRONTIER  ASTHMA  MEDI- 
CINE, a  preparation  for  temporary  symptomatic 
relief  of  paroxysms  of  Bronchial  Asthma.  No  mat- 
ter where  you  live  or  whether  you  have  faith  in 
any  medicine  under  the  sun,  send  today  for  this 
free  trial.  It  will  cost  you  nothing. 
Frontier  Asthma  Co.  795-W  Frontier  Bldg. 
462  Niagara  St.  Buffalo  1,  N.  Y. 


"KING  OF  THE  EARLIES" 

Big  solid,  scarlet  fruit,  disease 
resistant,  heavy  yielder.  Ideal  for 
table  or  canning.   Send  125  SEED 
postal  today  for  125  seed  PBFr 
and  copy  of  Seed  and  Nursery  Catalog.  ■  WEE 

R.H.SHUMWAY  SEEDSMAN,  Dept.  307  Rockford,  ILL 


PIMPLES 

CUTICURA   Relieves  Faster 

Many  doctors  report  results  in  /  to  3  days  with  new 
sensational  Cuticura  Medicated  Liquid.  This 
greaseless,  fast-drying,  "invisible"  anti- 
septic soothes  as  it  helps  heal.  It  works  day  and 
night,  even  under  make-up.  60f/  at  druggists.  If 
your  druggist  hasn't  it  don't  waste  money  on 
substitutes  but  send  us  10V  for  generous  trial  size. 

•externally  caused 

CUTICURA,  Dept.  2AX,  Maiden  48,  Mass. 


8'  to  14'  Models  from  $39.95  incl.  freight 


Marine  Hardware,  Fiberglas  and  Trailers 


||Mrn          DIPT   J  44S3  NICOUIT  AVE 

UUEK    INDUSTRIES   MINNEAPOLIS   9  MINN. 


BECOME  AN  EXPERT  IN 


TRAFFIC 

Traffic  men  earn  $4,000  to  $10,000  and  up.  Thousands  of  firms  need 
experts  on  rates,  tariffs,  reif illations .  We  train  you  thoroly  in  spare 
time  ;it  ii..m,-  fur  -■ x«r  uf  i v e  t  rs-.ll>.  jnhj-    1't'rsi irutl  training  under  traffic 
nut  hoi  iti......  |,l.1,'«-m,.nt  ,-otim.ri  it  in  I  h.-lp    Writ.*  fur  I  ree   lh- hook 

"Traffic  Management — the  Fast  Growing  Profession." 

LASALLE  Extension  University,  417  So.  Dearborn  St. 

A  Correspondence   Institution,   Dept.    1361T,   Chi.   5,  III. 


CHAIRS-TABLES 

"  iMMeniAir  nriivFRV  f~—-i  ^"V 


\MfAlO\Ml  DtUVlRY 

138  STYLES  •  STEEL  •  WOOD 
FOLDING  •  NON-FOLDING 

CLUB,  CHURCH,  LODGE,  SCHOOL 
Wnle  lor  FRCC  Catalog  •  Ind.cole  Needi 


ADIRONDACK  CHAIR  CO. 


1140  BROADWAY,  Dept.  H  ,  N.Y. 


o'50  JJ,  School 
Furniture  ,. 
N.  Y.  (nr.  J7  St.)r/ 
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START  THE 
NEW  YEAR  RIGHT! 


Give  a  subscription  to  The  American  Legion  Magazine.  For  only  $1.50 
you  can  send  1 2  issues  of  your  Magazine  to  any  library,  school  or  college. 


TV  If  any  millions  of  Ameri- 
cans  who  subscribe  to  the 
principles  of  The  American  Le- 
gion will  thank  you  for  the  op- 
portunity to  read  about  the 
work  and  interests  of  the 
world's  largest  veterans  organi- 
zation. 

You  can  send  the  Magazine 
to  men  in  the  Armed  Forces 
anywhere  in  the  world  for  the 
same  low  price.  Let  your  serv- 
icemen friends  know  that  you 
have  not  forgotten  them! 


THERE'S  SOMETHING  HERE  FOR  EVERYONE! 

Coming  soon  in  The  American  Legion  Magazine  are  these  articles: 
WHAT'S  THIS  HI-FI? 


A  detailed  explanation 
of  the  newest  craze  to 
hit  the  American  home. 
The  story  of  how  you  can  enjoy  per- 
fect sound  reproduction  in  your  living 
room. 

THE  NEW  BIG  LEAGUES 

A  sports  expert  looks  into 
his  crystal  ball  and  comes 
up  with  big  league  base- 
ball with  ten  teams  in  each  league  and 
without  the  Brooklyn  Dodgers. 


AFRICA  The  inside  story 
rrf"  of  the  Dark  Continent, 
one  of  the  world's  dan- 
ger  spots,  the  people 
who  rule  it  and  the  workings  of  those 
who  want  to  use  it  to  ignite  another 
World  War. 


OUTDOOR  MOVIES 

Movies  aren't  on  their 
way  out  —  they're  on 
their  way  outside!  The 
family  car  has  become  a  portable  box 
seat  for  entertainment. 


Use  the  handy  coupon  below  to  order  NOW! 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  MAGAZINE,  Circulation  Dept., 
P.O.  Box  1055,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 


Enclosed  find  $  

for  subscriptions  to  The  American  Legion 


in  check  01  money  order 


Magazine.  Send  subscription  to: 

I  (Name) 


(Street  Address) 
(Town  or  City)_ 


(Zone)  (State) 
My  name  and  address  is: 


Please  attach  separate  sheet  for  additional  subscriptions. 
'  _  J 


MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMEN 

If  you  have  some  prospects  for  membership 
who  hesitate  to  join  because  they  don't  know 
exactly  how  The  American  Legion  stands  on 
vital  issues,  give  them  a  subscription.  Let  the 
Legion's  own  publication  tell  them  the  story  of 
the  many  programs  they  will  be  sure  to  endorse 
once  they  know  of  them. 

SPECIAL  OFFER!  Posts  sending  in  25  or 
more  subscriptions  can  have  them  at  the  low 
price  of  $  1 .00  per  subscription. 


( Continued  from  page  61 ) 
For  example,  take  the  case  of  an  ad- 
vertising copyw  titer  with  plenty  of  cre- 
ative ability  who  was  working  for  a  big 
advertising  agency.  His  copy  was  "hot." 
And  because  he  could  "sell"  his  copy 
with  such  assurance  in  the  presentation 
meetings  with  the  agency's  clients  and 
in  solicitation  meetings  when  the  agency 
was  after  a  new  account,  he  was  called 
on  to  spend  an  increasing  amount  of  his 
time  in  such  meetings,  often  when  an- 
other copywriter's  work  was  involved. 

Then  because  all  the  bosses  in  the 
agency  liked  him,  they  began  to  call 
him  in  more  and  more  on  general  meet- 
ings that  w  ent  on  and  on  without  any 
terminal  point. 

Finally,  he  was  offered  an  interest  in 
the  agency  and  a  place  on  its  board  of 
directors. 

But  he  felt  uncomfortable,  because  he 
could  see  that  something  was  the  mat- 
ter. Gradually  he  was  becoming  less  and 
less  creative. 

After  thinking  the  whole  thing 
through,  he  finally  decided  that  he 
should  confine  himself  to  his  highest 
creative  skill— w  riting  advertising  copy. 
Therefore,  he  decided  not  to  accept  the 
offer  of  an  interest  in  that  agency,  and 
not  to  accept  a  place  on  its  board  of 
directors.  He  decided  to  extricate  him- 
self from  the  usual  agency  routine,  to 
resign  his  position  with  the  agency,  to 
offer  to  come  in  once  a  week  for  a  con- 
ference on  copy  assignments,  and  then 
do  his  creative  writing  at  home  in  his 
study.  On  this  basis,  as  a  free-lance 
copywriter,  he  could  serve  two  or  three 
agencies. 

And  that's  exactly  what  he  did. 

Within  a  month  after  he  had  made 
up  his  mind,  he  was  serving  two  agen- 
cies and  making  more  money  than  he 
had  made  serving  one. 

Now,  getting  right  dow  n  to  your 
own  case,  no  matter  what  you  would 
like  to  accomplish  during  the  coming 


year,  if  you'll  just  take  the  time:  to 

( 1 )  define  exactly  what  you  want  to  do, 

(2)  decide  precisely  how  you  are  going 
to  do  it,  and  (3)  check  up  on  your 
progress  once  a  w  eek,  your  desires  will 
be  much  more  certain  of  fulfillment. 

Furthermore,  as  time  goes  on,  you'll 
get  to  know  yourself  better,  your  un- 
derlying desires  will  become  clearer  to 
you,  and  notes  on  your  weekly  meet- 
ings with  yourself  will  become  more 
and  more  valuable.  You'll  soon  find  our 
how  good  a  planner  you  are— whether 
you're  inclined  to  be  over-optimistic, 
over-pessimistic,  or  sound  and  realistic. 
You'll  soon  pick  up  your  common  mis- 
takes and  learn  how  you  can  avoid 
them.  You'll  find  that  your  plans  be- 
come clearer  and  simpler  every  year. 

Gradually,  your  aims,  reduced  to 
writing,  will  become  a  vivid  historical 
chronicle  which  reveals  the  evolution 
of  your  whole  philosophy  of  life— what 
you  believe  is  important,  and  specifical- 
ly, what  you  want  to  accomplish  in 
your  lifetime. 

Soon  you  w  ill  begin  to  view  your- 
self as  a  whole  and  your  life  as  a  whole. 
As  you  plan  each  step  ahead,  you'll 
begin  to  find  a  consistency  of  purpose 
and  a  common  thread  running  through 
all  your  decisions.  An  increasingly 
greater  share  of  your  time  will  be  spent 
doing  those  things  which  you  like  to 
do  and  which  give  you  the  greatest 
financial  return  and  the  greatest  happi- 
ness. 

Just  look  around  you  and  you'll  find 
that  the  happiest  and  most  successful 
people  you  know  do  not  blunder  into 
achievement.  They  plan  it,  step  by 
step,  in  advance. 

Yes,  sir,  if  you  resolve  right  now  to 
spend  one  hour  a  week  devoting  your- 
self to  the  three  simple  objectives  stated 
in  the  very  beginning  of  this  article, 
1955  not  only  can  be  better,  but  you 
can  bet  your  bottom  dollar  that  it  will 
be  better  for  you!  the  end 
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Trained  him  myself!" 


The  PIJST  EXCHANGE 

CLASSIFIED  OPPORTUNITIES 

Advertiser*:  For  Informotion,  Rotes  on  Classified  Advertising  in  this  set' 
'ton,  write:  Combined  Classified,  140  N.  Dearborn  St.,  Chicago  1,  Illinois 


HELP  WANTED  -  SALESMEN  -  AGENTS 


ANYONE  CAN  SELL  famous  Hoover  Uniforms  for  beauty  shops,  wait- 
resses, nurses,  doctors,  others.  All  popular  miracle  fabrics  —  nylon, 
dacron,  orlon.  Exclusive  styles,  topquality.  Big  cash  income  now,  real 
future.  Equipment  free.  Hoover.  Dcpt  K  - 125,  New  York  11,  N.  Y. 
"FOG-STOP"  WINDSHIELD  CLOTH.  Instantly  removes"blurry  Mist, 
Frost,  Sleet,  Snow    Stops  windshield  fogging.  Samples  sent  on  trial. 

KRISTEE,  423,  Akron,  Ohio.  

Will  you  wear  new  suits  and  topcoats  without  one  penny  cost  and 
agree  to  show  them  to  friends?  You  can  make  up  to  $30  00  a  day  even 
in  spare  time,  without  canvassing.  W  Z.  Gibson,  500  South  Throop 

St.,  Dept.  W-405.  Chicago  7,  Illinois.  

OWN  A  BUSINESS  without  investment' "WnhTfor  FREE  display 
America's  finest  Work  Uniforms  embroidered  to  advertise.  Pros- 
pects, profits  unlimited.  TOPPS,  Dept.  861,  Rochester,  Indiana. 
MAKE  up  to  $20  per  order  selling  guaranteed  custom  tailored  clothes 
Retail  $44.75  up  Free  Sample  Kit  Strand  Tailoring,  Dept.  D,  Balti- 
more, Maryland 

A  DRESS  SHOP  m  v<>ur  home  No  investment.  Liberal  sales  commis- 
sions; write  Bcllccraff  Fashions,  1 1 1  -WM  Eighth  Ave.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

HELP  WANTED  -  MEN  -  WOMEN 

FOREIGN  U  S  JOBS— SO  AM  .  Alaska,  Spain  Fare  Paid  1000  s  U  S 
Jobs  to  $18,000  Trades,  Offices,  Factories.  Stamped  self  addressed 
env,  brings  reply  Job  Opportunities.  Waseca,  1  80,  Minn. 
EARN  EXTRA  MONEY  Selling  Advertising  Book  Matches.  Free  sam- 
ple kit  furnished  Matchcorp.  Dcpt  ED  3,  Chicago  32,  Illinois. 
WOMEN— EARN  SPARE  TIME  Cash  mailing  advertising  literature 
Glcnway,  5713  Euclid,  Cleveland  3,  Ohio. 

HOME  WORlKE~RS~W  ANTED!  Self  employment  home  (obs  listed 
$20  $50  per  week  possible.  No  experience  necessary.  Rush  reply  for 
details  MAXWELL,  Dcpt  X-l.  Cleveland  14,  Ohio 
FOREIGN  EMPLOYMENT  construction  work.  If  interested  in  for- 
eign proiccts  with  high  pay.  write  Foreign  Service  Bureau,  'Dept.  AL  > 
Mctuchen,  New  Jersey 

MISCELLANEOUS -PERSONAL 

INVENTORS — If  you  believe  you  have  an  invention,  you  should  find 
out  how  to  protect  it  Send  for  copy  of  our  Patent  Booklet  "How  to 
Protect  Your  Invention"  and  "Invention  Record"  form  No  obliga- 
tion. McMORROW.  BERMAN  &  DAVIDSON,  Registered  Patent  At- 
torneys, 146-D  Victor  Building,  Washington  1,  D.  C 
TRIAL  OFFER.  Enclose  ad.  8  4x6  prints  25c ;  1 2  4x4  prints  35c  from 
roll  or  negatives  WISCONSIN  FILM  SERVICE.  West  Salem.  Wis. 
UNHAPPY:'  RESTLESS'  DISSATISFIED?  Uncover  your  hidden  abil- 
itics,  aptitudes,  personality  with  psychological  testings.  Do  tests  at 
home  Receive  complete  analysis  prepared  from  tests  by  professional 
psychologists  Low  cost,  confidential  Write  Psychologic  Testing  In- 
stitute, Dept  232.  201  N  Wells  St..  Chicago,  Illinois. 
OUf  DOOR  TOILETS,  Cesspools,  Septic  Tanks  cleaned,  deodorized 
with  amazing,  safe,  harmless  powder  Easy,  economical  to  use.  Saves 
digging,  pumping  150,000 customers  guarantee  satisfaction.  Details 
FREE   Burson  Laboratories,  Dept.  0  2,  Chicago  22,  Illinois. 

BUSINESS  OPPORTUNITIES 

MONEY  in  spare  time  Fixit  Shop  at  home  Repeat  cash  business. 
Experience  unnecessary  No  selling  Free  booklet  explains,  Clifford 
Foley  Company,  Columbia  Heights,  Minnesota. 

HIGHEST  PRICES  Typewriting.  Sewing,  Writing,  or  clipping  wanted 
items  from  your  newspaper    Economy,  Rowley,  Mass. 

MAKE  NEW  Grcasclcss  Doughnuts  in  kitchen  Sell  stores.  Free  reci- 
pes.  Bruce  Ray,  3605  South  15th  Ave  .  Minneapolis  7,  Minn. 

INVESTIGATE  EARTHWORM  Breeding'!  Pleasant,  Profitable  home 
industry!  Part;  full  time'  Free  revealing  facts,  information!  Write 
Earthmaster  System,  28H.  El  Monte.  Calif. 

MONEY  MAKING  OPPORTUNITIES 

GROW  MUSHROOMS  Cellar,  shed  Spare  time,  full  time,  year  round. 
We  pay  $3  50  lb,  We  PAID  Babbitt  $4,165  00  in  few  weeks.  Free 
Book   MUSHROOMS  Dept.  204,  2954  Admiral  Way.  Seattle.  Wash, 

SELL-buy  Titania  Gems  More  brilliant  than  diamonds  $9  75  carat 
wholesale  Free  catalog.  Diamonitc,  1  404  L  Mitchell.  Oakland  1 .  Cal, 

MAKE  BIG  MONEY  jt  home'  Invisible  Rcwcavmg  pjys  up  to  $10  00 
profit  in  an  hour.  Make  tears,  holes  disappear  from  fabrics  Constant 
demand  from  laundries,  cleaners,  homes  brings  steady  earnings.  De- 
tails FREE   Fabncon,  8346  S  Prairie,  Chicago  19,  Illinois. 

Send  postcard  for  FREE  Money-Making  Kit  guaranteed  direct-from- 
Mill  nylons,  lingerie,  blouses,  men's  and  children's  wear  American 
Mills,  Dcpt  442,  Indianapolis 

INSTRUCTION-  EDUCATION 

WANT  U  S  GOVT  JOB?  Men  Women.  18^5  Start  high  as  $350 
month.  Qualify  NOW'  23,000  ;obs  open  Experience  often  unneces- 
sary Get  FREE  36  page  book  showing  |obs,  salaries,  requirements, 
sample  tests,  WRITE:  Franklin  Institute,  Dept  Y-41.  Rochester,  N.Y. 

Master  Watchmaking  At  Home  FREE  Sample  lesson  G.  I  Approved 
CHICAGO  SCHOOL,  Dept.  AL-1 .  2330  Milwaukee  Ave  ,  Chicago  47 

WANTED-OLD  MONEY  -  PRECIOUS  METALS 

WANTED  -  1894-S  Dime  Pay  $1000.  Certain  1913  nickel  $1500 
1 901 -S  quarter  $30  00  to  $250.00  Hundreds  of  others.  Know  their 
true  value  Complete  illustrated  catalog  50c  Worthycom  Corpora- 
tion <D-536i  Boston  8.  Mass. 

Wanted — Mercury.  Sterling,  solders,  platinum,  precious  metals  High 
payment.   Any  quantity    Write;  Mercury  Refiners,  Norwood.  Mass 

$10.00  for  certain  Lincoln  pennies,  Indianheads  $50  00  Booklet 
showing  prices  paid,  10c    Lincoln  Coins,  D-62.  Glcndale.  Arizona. 


FREE  stamp  newspaper,  information  on  collecting,  special  lists,  Ap- 
provals. Littleton  Stamp  Co..  Littleton  A23.  N.  H. 

United  Nation's  First  Stamp  Set.  Among  world's  prettiest.  Only  10c 
Approvals.  Welles.  Box  1246  AL,  NYC  8.  
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IH'fiuit  ion 

A  bore  is  a  person 

Whose  words  rarely  glisten, 
A  person  who  talks 

When  yon  want  him  to  listen. 

—  F.  G.  Kernan 

Words  of  IVisilom 

A  man,  after  admiring  a  new -model  car 
in  the  window  of  a  dow  ntown  automobile 
concern,  went  inside  and  bought  the  car. 

"Would  you  like  to  take  it  with  you 
now  ?"  the  salesman  beamed  at  him. 

"No,"  murmured  the  man  reflectively.  "I 
think  I'll  just  let  it  stay  where  it  is.  I'll 
ne\  er  find  another  parking  place  this  good." 

—  I  Iarold  I  11  1  I  I  K 


"No,  it's  not  Sunday,  but  you're  very  close. 
Guess  again." 

Iti'M-lM'  Tram 

lr  was  a  hot  day  near  Camp  Rucker, 
Alabama,  when  two  soldiers  from  my  com- 
pany sneaked  over  to  a  local  w  atermelon 
patch.  Suddenly,  before  they  had  a  chance 
to  open  the  melons,  the  farmer  quietly 
came  up  behind  them. 

I'm  sure  glad  you  came  along,"  said  one 
of  the  GI's.  "A  couple  of  your  watermelons 
came  loose,  and  we  can't  fasten  them  back 
<>n." 

—  Albert  Kelley 

It's  So  Handy 

One  thing  a  lot  of  people  figure  on  is  the 
tablecloth. 

—  Carl  Ells  i  a  m 

4  lii hi  I'svcliologt 

Each  day  for  a  week  the  accountant  had 
been  arriving  at  the  office  looking  more 
and  more  haggard.  Finally,  his  boss  asked 
him  what  was  the  trouble. 

"Well,"  said  the  hollow-eyed  man,  "my 
mother-in-law  gave  Junior  a  drum  for  Ins 
birthday  .  .  .  ami  he's  up  every  morning  at 
five  o'clock'  pounding  on  it.  \ly  wife  won't 
let  me  take  n  away  from  him  and  I  don't 
know  what  to  do." 


"Hmmm!"  the  boss  mused.  "That 
shouldn't  be  too  difficult.  Suppose  you  just 
buy  Junior  a  jackknife  .  .  .  and  ask  him  if 
he  knows  what's  inside  the  drum." 

—  Hal  Chadwick 

Philosophy 

//  it  be  true,  as  some  agree, 

That  cigarettes,  rich  food  anil  worry 
.lie  sloic  death,  that's  okay  with  me  — 

I'm  really  not  in  any  hurry. 

—  Stephen  Schlitzer 

A  Siiifilo  Purpose 

In  Stalingrad,  a  badgered  and  desperate 
man  came  storming  home  to  his  wife.  "I've 
hail  enough  of  this  kind  of  living,"  he- 
shouted.  "I've  been  standing  in  line  for 
three  solid  hours  at  the  tobacco  shop,  and 
there  were  still  dozens  ahead  of  me  when 
I  left.  Give  me  my  gun.  I'm  going  to  shoot 
the  Prime  Minister!" 

Several  hours  after  ha\  ing  stormed  out 
with  his  gun,  the  man  returned  with  a  very 
discouraged  expression  shadow  ing  his  face. 


"Humph!  Couldn't  do  it,"  he  explained  to 
his  worried  wife.  "That  line  was  even 
longer! " 

—  Flown;  Lasseter 

Who's  Afraid  of  the  Itiy  lt.nl  Wolf 

/  told  the  boss  where  to  .get  off; 

—  The  subject  we  had  to  discuss 

Was  where  to  alight  from  the  bus  to  be 
right 

For  where  he  was  going,  and  thus 
I  told  the  boss  where  to  get  off 

—  off  the  bits! 

—  Berton  Bkaley 

No  Difference 

The  transcontinental  bus  Was  loaded  with 
tourists  when  it  came  to  a  rest  stop  in  a 
western  tow  n.  One  man  left  his  coat  in  his 
seat  to  make  sure  no  one  got  his  place. 
When  he  returned  from  eating  a  sandw  ich, 
he  found  a  woman  in  his  scat.  He  told  her 
it  w  as  his,  but  she  refused  to  move  to  the 
one  she  had  been  occupying  in  the  rear. 
He  asked  her  again  to  move.  The  buxom 
woman  looked  at  him  scornfully  and  said: 
"I  w  ant  this  seat!  You  can  go  to  the  rear. 
I'm  one  of  the  directors'  wives.  In  fact,  my 
husband  will  be  the  next  president  of  this 
bus  system." 

"1  don't  care  if  you  are  his  only  wife! 
That's  my  seat! " 

—  Mont  Hurst 

iti'st  auranf  Advice 

The  waiter's  always  standing  by 

To  recommend  what's  good  — and  high. 

—  Richard  Armour 

As  Tinio  Goes  By 

"How  old  are  you?"  the  veteran  chorus 
girl  asked  the  new  member  of  the  troupe. 

"I'm  seventeen,"  replied  the  newcomer 
lightly. 

"Ms,  my,"  returned  the  other  cattily, 
"when  I  was  your  age,  1  was  twenty." 

—  Francis  Gerard 


^4  •  THE  AMI  RICAN  LEGION  MAGAZINE  •  JANUARY.  1955 


Amazing  Offer  for  AMERICAN  LEGION  Readers 

oxAREA 


MAGNIFICATION 

This  is  what 
you  see  with 
the  naked  eye 


This  is  what 
you  see  with  the 
POWERHOUSE 


Genuine 

COATED  LENSES 

FREE 


SAVE  $7.00 

98 


GENUINE  LEATHER  CASE! 

This  attractive  case  is  made  entirely  of  Supple-Soft 
genuine  leather.  Beautifully  finished  in  a  golden  tan 
with  harmonizing  stitching  and  snap  closure.  Pro- 
tects vour  I'OWKKHUUSE  binoculars  against  rain, 
dust,  grime.  Yours  ABSOLUTELY  FREE  with 
your  order  for  the  new  POWERHOUSE  Binoculars 
with  coated  lenses! 


DIRECT 
FROM 
IMPORTER 
TO  YOU 


WITH 
CASE 

F.  T.  I. 


SEE  UP  TO  20  MILES  AWAY! 


Lifetime  bargain!  THORESEN  -world's  greatest  importer 
of  German  binocular*  bring*  you  tamous.  nationally  ad- 
vertised POWERHOUSE  Binoculars  at  an  unbelievably  low 
price!  .NOT  another  crude  Jap  model!  NOT  a  toy!  NOT 
4  .  .  .  5  .  .  .  7 — but  HX  Area  Magnification  I  The  pride  and 
jov  of  every  red-blooded  hunter,  fisherman,  sports  enthu- 
siast! THORESEN  and  only  THOItESEN  brings  it  direct 
to  you  tor  a  mere  4. US,  tax  paid! 

TRIUMPH  OF  GERMAN  INDUSTRY 

The  l'OWEKUOl'SE  is  made  in  Germany — world's  out- 
standing producer  of  quality  optics.  line*t  cameras,  micro- 
scopes, binoculars!  German  know-how  and  superb  work- 
manship are  reflected  in  the  many  feature*  of  famous 
POWERHOUSE.  Here  are  a  few:  1.  Great  Structural 
Strength  without  tiring  weight.  Only  HVi  ounces!  2.  Alu- 
minum Center-post  focusing  for  25  positions — sharp  view- 
ing! 3.  Center-Hinge  swivels  for  tar-apart  or  close-apart 
eyes.  4.  Crisp.  .Modern  Design  shown  in  reduced  size 
above.  5.  Kast  focusing  with  Grip-Easy  center  wheel.  6. 
High  luminosity  and  COATED  objective  lenses  give  you 
viewing  even  in  moonlight. 

3x.  40  Costly  Lenses  COATED  for  Super-Views! 

The  powerful  OBJECTIVE  lenses  arc  the  crowning  achieve- 
ment of  the  9!)  year  old  German  firm!  Far  different  in- 
deed, Horn  the  moulded  plastic  kind  stamped  out  by  the 
million.  The  objectives  are  Magnesium  Fluoride  Coated  to 
control  glare — an  expensive,  precision  process  found  only 
in  expensive  binoculars!  Not  stamped  out  by  the  million! 
Each  and  every  lens  is  GROUND  to  high  tolerances,  then 
checked  for  accuracy.  This  takes  much  longer,  costs  2n  to 
:J.U  times  more!  But  it's  worth  it!  You  get  CRYSTAL- 
CLKAR  viewing.  Your  eyes  don't  suffer  the  strain  of  ex- 
cessive distortion  and  "ghost"  images  so  common  in  cheap 


binoculars.  Were  you  to  spend  $25.00.  we  could  not  glvo 
you  better  quality  lenses! 

Magic  of  American  Dollar 
Makes  This  Value  Possible 
In  less  than  IS  months  THORESEN  has  sold  close  to 
500.000  binoculars— making  it  the  greatest  importer  of 
German  binoculars  in  the  world!  This  immense  volume, 
plus  the  magic  of  the  American  dollar,  enable*  us  to  buy 
at  far  less— sell  tor  less!  Get  your  POWERHOUSE 
now  at  our  low  introductory  price  of  4.98,  tax  paid, 
including  handsome  earning  case. 

SEEING  IS  BELIEVING! 
Try  Powerhouse  at  OUR  risk! 
One  look  thru  the  POWERHOUSE  will  convince  you 
of  its  superb  duality.  That's  why  we  want  to  send  one 
to  you  on  FREE  TRIAL  for  5  days.  Use  it  on  hunting 
or  fishing  trips.  Use  it  at  races — on  trips — for  bird  watch- 
ing. Always  have  a  ringside  seat  at  boxing  matches!  Then 
—if  you  don't  think  this  is  the  GREATEST  binocular 
value  of  the  last  10  years,  return  it  for  full  refund — no 
Questions  asked! 

LIMITED  OFFER 

Order  at  once 

Only  about  100,000  POWERHOUSES  can  be  produced 
this  year,  due  to  the  high  manufacturing  standards.  To 
be  fair  to  all.  we  are  forced  to  place  a  limit  of  ONE 
binocular  per  reader.  Send  coupon  today  to  ensure  yours! 

THORESEN'S 

352  Fourth  Avenue,  Dept.  158-A-B.  New  York  10.  N.  Y. 
CANADIANS:  Order  direct  from  our  Montreal  plant: 
THORESEN  CO..  45  St.  James  St..  West.  Dept.  158-A-li. 
Montreal  I.  Que.  Same  price  and  guarantee.  (No  extra 
for  Tariff.) 


IMPORTED  FROM 

V*  GERMANY 


W 

RUSH  for  FREE  TRIAL! 

THORESEN'S,  Dept.  158-A-6 
352  Fourth  Avenue,  New  York  10,  N.  Y. 
RUSH  1  POWERHOUSE  with  cose  at  4.98,  on  5 
Day  FREE  Trial  — Money  Back  Guarantee. 

[  ]   4.98  enclosed.  Send  all  charges  prepaid. 

□   Send  C.O.D.  plus  postal  charges. 

Name   •  • 

Address   

Town  •  State  

CANADIANS:  Save  Tariff.  Send  orders  to 
Thoresen  Co.,  45  St.  James  St.,  West,  Dept. 
158-M-6,  Montreal  1,  Que. 


For  hospitalized  veterans  in  U.  S.  Government 
hospitals  and  the  Armed  Forces  in  Korea. 

Send  the  cigarette  that  you  know  will  satisfy.  Ches- 
terfield king  size  or  regular— either  way,  it's  the  same 
highest  quality,  same  wonderful  taste  and  mildness. 
REGULAR  SIZE:  10  cartons,  only  $7.86-50  cartons, 
only  $39.30. 

KING  SIZE:  10  cartons,  only  $8.06-50  cartons,  only 
$40,30. 

For  convenient  order  blanks,  write  to  Chesterfield, 
Box  21,  New  York,  N.  Y. 


,  Kir  : 
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IN  THE  WHOLE  WIDE  WORLD         P  LI  C  C  T  C  D  C  I  C  I  11 

f  NO  CIGARETTE  Sa&frfe&d,  LIKE  A  UnLOl  LtirlLLU 


